UNITED NATIONS PERSPECTIVE ON THE QUESTIONS OF 

AFGHANISTAN 

On 19 April 1990, Mr. Giandome nico Picco. Assistant to the 
Secretary-General for Special AssiQnment<;. briefed NGO representatives on the 
questions of Iran-Iraq, and Afghanistan. 



In his opening remarks, Mr. Pi ceo 
rather than on the history of these two 
the question of Afghanistan. According 
has changed in nature over the last few 
from the very clear East-West overtones 



said he would focus on what lies ahead 
conflicts. Firstly, he commented on 
to Mr. Picco, the Afghanistan conflict 
years. The conflict has moved away 
it had, to a conflict which now hardly 



can be placed in the traditional East-West confrontation. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Picco said, the Afghan reality still involves foreign 
presence. For this reason, the Secretary-General has suggested that before 
the Afghan situation can be resolved, or as a first step, an international 
consensus has to be achieved. Mr. Picco explained that an international 
consensus does not literally mean a consensus among all Members of the United 
Nations; it means a consensus between the two guarantors of the Geneva 
Agreements and the countries neighbouring Afghanistan. 

Unless a consensus among them is reached, it would serve no purpose to 
ask the Afghan nation to express its self-determination. In his view, it 
would be unwise and dishonest at this time to ask the Afghan nation what it 
wants, because the answer is still too much affected by the presence of 
outsiders. Several countries have joined the Secretary-General in calling for 
an international consensus among the concerned parties. 

A second major element necessary for the Afghan war to be brought to an 
end is that efforts have to be pursued in order to structure the Afghan 
opposition, Mr. Picco said. Even those who support the present Government of 
Afghanistan realize that without a proper interlocutor from the opposition, no 
Afghan process can be achieved. However, ideas that have been suggested so 
far to structure the opposition have not worked. 

In Mr. Picco' s view, the evolution in Afghanistan cannot prescind from 
the reality of the Afghan nation as a togetherness of different tribes. One 
aspect of the Afghan reality which may have escaped some is that the tribe 
which was in power until 1978 is no longer in that position. The tribe in 
power in Kabul is the same tribe which is in power among Afghan refugees in 
Peshawar. The second element of the tribal reality in Afghanistan is that ten 
years of war have given a new relevance to the Tadjik nation - a nation within 
Afghanistan which previously has not had a prominent role. Mr. Picco said he 
expects the Tadjik nation to ask for a larger role on the national scene. 
Within the Pashtun Nation the balance between the two major tribes, the Durann 
and the Gilzai has been changed. The Gilzai tribe will probably remain in a 
position of prominence, as it has been over the last ten years, according to 
Mr. Picco. 

Mr. Picco said he underlined this tribal element because, in his view, 
too much has been said about the Afghan political situation in the context of 
regional and international politics. Since the the withdrawal of the Soviet 
troops, much more attention should have been given to the reality of the 
tribal balance in Afghanistan rather to superimposing political ideologies 
from abroad. 

The role which the international community may play in this case can be 
divided along two major lines: 

Firstly, the foreign countries which are actors in the Afghan theatre 
should realize that they cannot individually suggest and/or impose a 
particular outcome. However, they should hopefully agree on a common 
denominator. An international consensus among the neighbouring countries and 
the two guarantors of the Geneva Agreements would be indispensable if a 
solution is to be found. 

Secondly, there is the role of the United Nations. Mr. Picco said he 
believes the Secretary-General will continue his active diplomacy in bringing 
together the pieces of this international consensus among the neighbouring 
countries and the two major powers. At the same time, the United Nations is 
trying to relate to every different Afghan group which can be reached in order 
to carry assistance of any possible form. Irrespective of their political 
position. 

According to Mr. Picco, suggestions to the solution of the Afghan 
question should be avoided. In terms of diplomacy, he said, the Afghan people 
should be given the chance to say what they want. At the moment, however, 
they are not yet In that position. 
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From an article on censorship in Iranian films 

by Philip Shen9Ji, JLn^ the. 8/15 NYT 

Amoiig Mr. loetirjiii's contempo- 
raries is Mohsen Makhmalbaf , whose 
>pular film "The Bicycle Run" was 
seen by critics as an attack on the 
inequities between rich and poor that 
the Government tolerates. That the 
film was supposedly set in Afghani- 
stan may have been Mr. Makhmal- 
baf s concession to the Iranian cen- 
sors. 



Mujahedeen 
guerillas bacK 

Xinjiang revolt 



A FOREIGNER who spent 
months among Mushms in 
China's northwest frontier 
region said yesterday a re- 
cent armed revolt there 
against Chinese rule was 
backed by Afghan Muja- 
hedeen guerillas. 

China has said 22 people 
died when police crushed an 
uprising last month in the 
town of Baren in Xinjiang, a 
huge and sensitive region 
bordering Afghanistan, the 
Soviet Union, Pakistan and 
Mongolia. 

The official Chinese me- 
dia has accused Muslims of 
forming Islamic death 
squads to launch a *'Holy 
War'' for independency 
from communist rule by 
Beijing. 

The foreigner, who 
speaks the local Turkic 
Uygur language and trav- 
elled extensively in areas 
near Baren a few days after 
the revolt, quoted several 
people in the area as saying 
Mujahedeen guerillas had 
supplied weapons from 
across the border. 

His account could not be 
independently confirmed 
but Western diplomats: in 

Beijing said it was feasible 
and in many respects similar 
to China's official version. 

The traveller said the 
weapons, mainly guns, were 
intended for simultaneous 
uprisings in six oasis towns 
along the ancient Silk Road 
on the 1 7tb day of the Mus- 
lim Ramadan festival (April 
13). _ 

The revolt was to be led 
by Abul ICisim, described as 
an Islamic spiritual leader 
aod commander-in-chief of 
in underground movement 
for an independent '*Free 
East Turkestan** in Xin- 
jiang. He is believed to be in 
his 40b. 



The traveller said: "Ev- 
eryone says Abul Kasim was 
sent from Allah." 

Kasim's plot was ex- 
posed, however, by a mem- 
ber of his rebel band diuing 
a row with a horse dealer. 
Hearing of it, Chinese auth- 
orities sent seven lightly 
armed militia to investigate 
in Akto county where the 
town of Baren is located. 

Rebels killed them, the 
traveller said. 

China's People's Armed 
Police then marched on the 

county and fought a battle 
with a small band of rebels 
on April 5 and 6, he added. 

About half of Xinjiang's 
1 5 million inhabitants sh^ 
the Muslim faith with Af- 
ghans, Pakistanis and mi- 
nority nationalities in the 
Soviet Union's restive Asian 
republics across the border. 

Western diplomats said 
the traveller's account was 
the most detailed yet of an 
oi:ganised network of anti- 
Chinese forces in Xinjiang 
working with overseas help. 

Baren is populated by the 
Kirghiz nationality who to- 
ul about 120,000 on the 
Chinese side of the border. 
The Soviet republic of 
Kirgiziya, scene of anti-Rus- 
sian riots earlier this year, 
lies just across the border. 

In the meantime, a se- 
nior official has called for 
stricter supervision of reli- 
gious activities in Xinjiang. 

Xinjiang regional con- 
gress chairman Tomur 
Dawamat told provincial ra- 
dio: '*We should effectively 
intensify supervision over 
religious activities and the 
venues for such activities.*' 
Reuter 
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Refugees Live in Fear and Hardship 



By BARBARA CROSSETTE 

Special to The New York Times 

SHABQADAR, Pakistan — On the 
rocky border with Afghanistan, where 
millions of exiles might be expected to 
rejoice in the news that Moscow and 
Washington are nearing agreement on 
their political future, there is no joy. 
Among the Afghans, guerrillas apd 
refugees alike, there is tension, mount- 
ing hardship and despair. 

In the already violent atmosphere of 
the traditionally unruly Pakistan-Af- 
ghanistan frontier, there are also new 
torments and brutalities. 

A mysterious campaign of terror in 
the name of Islamic fundamentalism is 
Jeopardizing the lives of Western aid 
workers and those Afghans, particu* 
larly the women, who have dared to 
ally themselves with educational and 
social programs that challenge certain ^ 
political and religious leaders. 

Americans working for humanitar- 
ian organizations have been attacked. 
Some have fled the country under 
death threats. A French doctor has 
been ro^'^ered. 

Relief agoicies, the Islamic leaders 
say, are teaching Afghan women 
"Western sex," according to a for- 
eigner based in the frontier city of 
Peshawar. As evidence, the mullahs 
cite the soap the women have been 
given to wash their bodies. 

Shrinking Aid Programs 
Here in a sprawling camp where 
refugees' faces exemplify nearly everv 
Afghan ethnic group and region, the ef- 
fects of smaller aid programs are 
bebig felt. Donor countries are reduc- 
blf contributions and price increases 
are dtrinking the purchases of basic 
commodities. 

These effects are reflected in the 
daily life of a 12-year-old girl named 
Khatima and her parents and nine 
brothers and sisters camped under an 
open canvas tent roof. Moved here 
after another camp was flooded by 
mmBiam rains in July, Khatima's 

family and more than 400 others have 
yet to meet a relief agency official in 
this camp. 

She said she lives on traditional flat- 
breads and occasional vegetables. 
There is no meat and no milk. Her fa- 
ther kx^s fet' tfay labor to buy cooking 
oil. 

She misses school, she said, and the 
Afghan farming village her family fled 
two years ago under bombardment. 
LUce iQ^rently all families here at the 
Munda € camp, Khatima's father says 
he will not accept a United Nations of- 
fer of voluntary repatriation under a 
plan begun a week ago. 

The plan, which officials of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for] 
Refugees in Pakistan emphasize is still 
experimental, gives a family about 
1150 and a small amount of grain if 
members turn in their refugee ration 
cards and return to peaceful areas of 
Afghanistan. Of more than three mil- 
lion refugees in Pakistan, only a few 
hundred families have so far joined the 
repatriation program. No Afghan guer- 
rilla group supports the program and 
some groups may be threatening fol- 
lowers against joming. 

iBSttiMltty la Reglm 

Af^ians say they will not return until 
President Najibullah and the Commu- 
nist Party are removed from power. 
They fear continued fighting or being 
maimed by land mines. There is also 
coldfusion about what has happened to, 

I property rights, buildings, equipment 
I and fields. 




Afghan refugees in Shabqadar 
feel the effects of aid reductions. 



Furthermore, as a kind of peace 
looms over Afghanistan, imcertainties 
about the coimtry's future are emerg- 
ing, especially in the context of an un- 
stable Muslim world. The prospect of a 
power vacuum in Kabul alarms those 
Afghans described as moderates. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran have already 
positioned themselves for major roles 
through suiq»rt for guerrilla groups. 
Others are waiting, Afghans say. 

•"If the United States cuts or reduces 
its aid to the Afghan cause, it wtH be re- 
placed by the Arabs," said Rasul Amin, 
director of the Writers Union of Free 
Afghanistan, who keeps an automatic 
rifle behind his chair and a pistol on his 
desk. "The Iraqis and Libyans will try 
to fill the vaccuum. Afghanistan would 
not be at peace for a long time." 

Professor Amin and others believe 
Iraq has been looking for ways to sur- 
round Iran with hostite neighbors. Af- 
ghans, concerned about Iraqi objec- 
tives since the end of the Iran-Iraq war, 
now fear that President Saddam Hus- 
sain of Iraq, emboldened and enriched 
by overrunning Kuwait, is more dan 
gerous than ever. 

Officials in Islamabad say the Soviet 
Union must also be aware of these pos- 
sibilities for Arab and Iranian med- 
dling, which multiply the fear of out- 
side support thnxtgh Afghanistan for 
Islamicrebels in Soviet Central Asia. 

ReUgkMS and Political Roots 

The threat of fundamenulism in Af- 
ghanistan and nmmg Afghan refugees 
has both religious and political roots, 
exiles say. 

Most leaders of the seven-party al- 
liance in Pakistan and their counter- 
part groups in exile in Iran are ex- 
tremely conservative MusUms. The 
most visible of these men is Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar, who has been strongly 
supported by Pakistan since the re- 
gime of Zulfikar All Bhutto, the father 
of the current prime minister, and who 
once received much of the American 
military aid that was channeled 
through Islamabad. But many Afghans 
believe that Mr. Hekmatyar has used 
the Islamic cause more for his own 
poUtical purposes than out of convic- 
tion. 

"Afghans are simple, illiterate peo- 
ple who believe what the mullahs tell 
them," a criUc of Mr. Hekmatyar said. 
"But what kind of a Muslim is he when 
he has made the Communist Tanai an 
important official in his organization?" 

He was referring -to Shahnawaz 
Tanai, the general and former Afghan 
defense minister who led an unsuccess- 
ful coup against President Najibullah 
early this year. General Tanai was 
backed by Mr. Hekmatyar and is now 
under his protection, causing a rift 
within the guerrilla group. 



A man to be feared possibly even 
more, say many Aghans and foreign 
aid workers, is Jameel ur Rahman, the 
mullah who heads the Wahabi sect in 
the border area. This Saudi-backed 
militantly fundamentalist sect, like Mr. 
Hekmatyar's guerrilla organization, 
appears to have unlimited financial 
and other resources and possibly the 
support of Pakistani intelligence 
agents. The Wahabis are opening 
schools inside Afghanistan and consoli- 
fiaSim local support through largesse 
«fy«ran» kinds, Afghans say. 
Death Threats Are Circulated 

On this side of the border, the atmos- 
phere created by the Wahabis, other 
fttndamentalist mullahs itnd conserva- 
tive guerrilla leaders, all seem to con- 
tribute to the hostility toward Western- 
ers and Afghan women, some of whom 
are named in death threats. Threats 
couched as Islamic judgments began 
to be circulated or posted iniblicly as 
early as February. 

But the situation became critical in 
May, with the storming of an office of 
Shelter Now International. The office, 
in the Nasirbagh refugee camp near 
Peshawar, was assisting widows and 
children and Mullahs in a nearby Is- 
lamic center had whipped up the attack 
with charges that Shelter Now was a 
"front for Christianity." 

The organization's American direc- 
tor, Thor Armstrong, and his son were 
later shot at as they drove through a ^ 
smugglers' bazaar area. The family 
left the country, to be followed a few 
weeks later by Tom Yates, the head of 
, the International Rescue Committee in 
Pakistan. The organization has the 
largest programs among refugees, in- 
cluding the education of Afghan 
women. 

Mr. Yates received a public death 
threat, charging him with wearing 
shorts and frequenting video rental 
shops in violation of Islamic practice. 
About the same time, religious edicts 
were issued forbidding wom^n from 
leaving home without a man's permis- 
sion. 

Several American women have been 
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attacked, one robbed and shot at as she 
slept in her home at night and another 
pulled from a bicycle in Peshawar. 
American diplomats advise against 
bicycling. 

Security measures have been 
strengthened, but inevitably, an Amer- 
ican said, aid agencies will begin to pull 
back. Several have decided not to fill 
exisitng vaeitncies. Afghan refugees 
often see these agency moves as a sign 
that they are about to be pushed back 
into an unsettled country when a 
Soviet-American agreement is an- 
nounced. 

They link the reduction in aid to the 
United Nations repatriation program. 
United Nations and Pakistani officials 
insist that no refugees will be moved 
against their will. They continue to 
enjoy many unusual privileges here, in- 
cluding the right to work and buy prop- 
erty. 

Afghan exile leaders are beginning to 
be openly critical of Pakistani guaran- 
tees of safety in the camps and towns 
where Afghans have been attacked and 
sometimes killed. In an interview in the 
current issue of Wufa, the journal of 
the Writers Union of Free Afghanistan, 
Sighbatullah Mujaddidi, President of 
the exile Afghan Interim Government 
set up in Peshawar after the Sovi ej^ 

troop withdrawal, said he had taken th$ 
problem of security to high PakistMfii 
officials and the military. 

"1 am sure if Pakistani authorities 
want to stop the killings, they can stop 
it," he said. "They know very well the 
trained and well-equipped terrorist 
groups thai have committed more than 
90 percent of the murders, the destruc- 
tion of Shelter Now International in 
Nasirbagh camp, the killing of 80 Af- 
ghans in Sawabi camp and the burgla- 
ries in different parts of Peshawar." 

"The Pakistani authorities can ar- 
rest those bandits whose terrorism is 
an issue of great shame to the MujaMd- 
din and the Jihad itself," he said. 
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IC urged to 
to stop threatening 
returnins refugees 



By Sadiq Jafri 

tSLAMABM^*iPhe©te:»ther 
inendly countries, and partic- 

11 i a r 1 y 

Pakistan, should persuade the 
Mujahideen commanders that 
ihey should not cause any threat 
lu liie lives oi the, returning Alghan 
rc'tugees". 

This was staled by Mr. 
i-^udratullah Ahmadi, .Afghan 
Ciiarge d'Aliaires. in an interview 
w ith The Pakistan Times here at 
his residence on Sunday evening. 

lie denied reports that there 
were 20 to 40 million mines lett in 
Alj^hanistan by the Soviets. ;'The 
. ,iclual numijer ot mines is much 
less than that", he said. "Also, we 
are ready to co-operate with 
L'S.AID and Operation Salam as 
well as the .Mujahideen com- 
manders in de-mining efforts". , 

The diplomat in his detailed 
analysis of the latest sftuation be- 
iDi 'j and alter the beginning of the 
I'iikistan-UNHCK sponsored 
repatriation plan said that majori- 
ty oi refugees were sick and tired 
ill their miserable life in camps 
and they wanted to go back but 
they were afraid of threats issued 
Dv .Mujahideen commanders in 
and outside Afghanistan. 

He e.xplained in detail the incen- 
ti\ es announced by the Kabul ad- 
ministration for the returning 
refugees. These are: amnesty to 
all : return of properties and busi- 
nesses or compensation in case of 
confiscation of or damage to 
|)iopeities; free of cost food. 
>lieller. medicine and transporta- 
tion during the first month of 
reiuriu guarantee of jobs to skilled 
and semi-skilled workers; free of 
cost seeds, chemicals and use of 
equipment to the returning 
l)casanls among refugees plus five 
hectares of land to each family; 
and all other possible measures to 
lielp a dignified and honourable - 
return. 

Mr. .Ahmadi rejected the 
rumours that Kabul administra- 
tion would lake action against 
army deserters. He said that, on 
the contrary, a general amnesty 
has repeatedly been announced 
and all the defectors are entitled 
to gel back their jobs in the army 
under the national reconciliation 
|)ian. - .. ■ 

The Afghan diplomat said that 
the Kabul regime would need huge 
resources to facilitate the rehabili- 
tation. He appealed to all, includ- 
ing the U.NHCR, Operation Salam, 
World Food Programme and 
I i iendly countries to give aid to Af- 
ghanistan for this humanitarian 
cause. , • 

The Operation Salam of Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan, he said, had 
been a success so far. "The Kabul 
regime is not only cooperating, but . 
has also been providing its chan- 
nels for a direct contact between 
the organisation officials and 



.Mujahideen commanders in cer- 
tain areas inside Afghanistan . 
where it is not otherwise possible"; 

"A separate Ministry for Re- 
habilitation has recently been 
created to provide all help to the ' 
■ returning refugees in the collective 
interest of Afghan people", he 
said, and added that the refugees 
are being provided "Tribal Docu- 
ment" at the entry points at 
Jalalabad and Mazar Sharif which 
help them in free travel inside Af-.: 
ghanistan. Those who want to "go , 
abroad" are .provided withlpass^' 
ports free of cost and official help 
in also offered to them in gefting; 
visas from foreign missions" in -r. 
Kabul. ' .. ■: ■. - T*^.f^^ 
While saying that there tiad beei\.i 
no attack on the returning' ^efu- J 
gees during the past weeks,- partic^^ 
ularly in the past 'two days,- he" • 



fgnan and Soviet troops officially 
y mined, the land,''and we hav^all 
'the 'maps 'to locate and destroy 
them. But of course in those areas 
.which are under the control of 
Mujahideen. it would be difficult to 
locate them. But then the respon- 
sibility of the damage to human 
lives by these mines is on. the 
shoulders of the other side. Be- 
cause we have offered full help in 
the de-mining operation with the 
help of the maps.; bur this 
has been rejected by them 



' expressed regret over, the incr 
in rocket attacks on Kabul aiiQj 
' I he announcement* of ; Pakistan 



. U.NHCR sponsored repatriatiojj. 
plan. ■' ■ - - 
"Almost all those who were 

• killed in these attacks —'2,500 
rockets have so far been fired at 
Kabul — are innocent citizens, 
with very few exceptions: At least 
no Minister or General of any 
other officer, has been killed in. 
these attacks"-. 

- Mr. Ahmadi appealed to Muj9> 
hideen commanders to stop the 
bloodshed and come to the negoti- 
ations table. "We have changed 
the whole system in Afghanistan 
now. PDPA has been renamed as 
Watan Party, its manifesto now 
talks about the whole Afghan na- 
tion and no't one single group. At 
least 23 Ministers in the cabinet 
are from outside Watan Party. We 
have admitted"all our past mis- 
lakes. .A Ministry for Religious Af- 
fairs has been created and an 
Institute of Islamic Strategy is also 
working. Mullahs who take catv of 
the mosque and lead prayers are 
now paid v.regular salaries.* 
Mosques are also provided with 
free electricity and otner facilities. 
Milad-un-Nabi is celebrated and 
Muharram is observed. All sects 
and religions are free to function 
without any interference from the 
State";^ ^-.v":'-: • . -v • 
He said that how there seemed 
to be no reason for .Mujahideen 
commanders to continue with 
their confrontation policy but for 
the fact thatthey fear loss of their 
.followers ^in refugee camps -who ■ 
once gone to their homes will for-' 
■get abouVthese leaders;"^'.*---*?*'-'^'; 

Replying to'a.questio'n.'the Af-i. 
r ghan diplomat said that the mines 
found' in Afghanistan were much 
;Iess than the number of 20 to 40^ 
'» million, reported^ by certain 
.quarters. , \'"V»*. 
»^ -Firstly, we have ci^imi all th^' 
^5nes from the areas wWchare in 
;,pur'.control<We slid not^haye;9ny ; 

,\|S£Beutty ill douog that because Af-/ 



Clearing mines and lelwUding die 
economy are other issues preventing 
dw return of d>e refugees. 

TTic UN deputy coordinator of 
Humanitarian Assistance to 
Afghanistan Zia Rizvi has asked for 
more funds for die UN dcminingi 
program. 

He said only 17 miUion dollars has 
been given by die donor countries for 
diis pro-am which is not enough. He 
said die UN has trained 10,000 
Afghans in demining. 

The UN demining program so far 
has had litde success on die ground. 
Despite a lot of publicity die UN has 
defused very few mines in 
Afghanistan. Experts estimate die 
number of mines planted by mc Soviets 
to be betweco iO JO 30 ratUioii. 
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Afghan Women Harassed 



BySlwUaTaiit 
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INCE its opening four months ago, the school for young 
Afghan women here has been harassed constandy. 
The school has been flooded with leaflets condemning 
women's education as "immoral" and "against Islam." Teach- 
ers have been threatened by Muslim militants. Students are 
afraid to attend classes. And now the administrators say they 
must move the school or foce dosing. 

"This harsh conservative Islam is not Afghan," says a woman 
associated with die school, asking not to be identified. "People 
are appalled at what is happening. But they don't dare stand 
up, because then they will be accused of not being good Mus- 
lims. .\nd that's the kiss of death." 

I^shawar, the hub of assistance for millions of Afghan refu- 
gees, is facing a wave of harassment against humanitaiiim 
organizations and women working in dieir programs. 

In recent months, several Christian and private agencies 
working in nearby refugee camps and in Afghanistan have 
been attacked and dieir fadlides ransacked. Some prominent 
Afghan moderates have fled Pteshawar. And educated Af^iair 
women say ihey live in fear and uncertainty. 

"This is one of the most difBcult and depressing periods for 
Afghans." says Nancy Hatch Dupree, an American who has 
lived here for 35 years. "Whoever is manipulating tUs is 
pushing the button which creates emouonal chaos." 

No one is sure who is behind the extremist groups that caD 
themselves die Council of Islamic Jihad and Mujahid Brothers. 

Some blame prominent Afghan fundamentalists who are 
worried diat their influence is waning. Some Anb-backed Is- 
lamic relief agencies, which fund Afghan moderates and mili- 
tants alike, also are mdely suspected. Diplomats trace some of 
the harassment to hostds run by some of diese groups for 
Muslim militants on their way lo fight in Afj^ianistan. 

"Many of these Muslim groups do legiumate humanitarian 
work but have a dififerent view dian die West," says a prominent 
Afghan. "They may give humanitarian aid, but they also don't 
hesitate to provide military help and push their own agenda." 

With corrupdon widespread among resistance p^tidau 
and die refugees dismayed at die leadership vacuum, fiind*- 
mentalism condnues to have a hold on young Afghans. 

"The young have been brought up in the fervor of the jikad 
[Islamic holy war] and have missed out on a purposeful educa- 
tion," says Mrs. Dupree. "But now diey have no educadon and 
no jobs and no k^^St lmne.Miiame.'' 

— r- GSM 6/20 
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Afghan refugees confused 
biit determined to go home 



PESHAWAR - "We never 
thought it would be this long, " says' 
:io-year-old Khyal Mohamad, ah 
Alghan,. refugee from Qargha 
district near the Afghan capital of 
Kabul. "It, is our 12th summer in 
Pakistan." he adds. 

"We had to leave home because 
of the communiists and the Soviets. 
Now the Soviets are gone, but the 
Communists who made us 
refugees are still in Kabul." Khyal 
Mohamad contmues. The 
difference, he says, "is that the 



Such diverse views are no longer 
uncommon. among the refugees. 
Near the Northwest Frontier town 
of Peshawar, where Khyal 
Mohamad and more than two 
millibn other Afghan refugees live 
in the unbearable summer heat of 
more than 50 degrees Celsius, the 
pt ospects fpr.a political solution in 
Afghanistan seem dim ■ ' 



will not be able to get nd oi ine 
Kabul regime quickly. 

Unlike the tense situation in 
Peshawar, the situaliiw in 
the Pakistani province of 
Balochistan, which is home to 
Kasool and more than one million 
other Atghan refugees. 
The Afghans in Balochistan feel 
their struggle 



the Soviets were out. they 
soon be able to go home." says 
Hamed Karzai. the e.xlernal 



people in Kabul are AJghaps. tQ«. Mism% spokesman tor the Afghan 
andiii.sdifficuUloaymv«#^ fMtti GovefnrttRT caf^tt the 



sort out our differences. - 

Khyal Mohamad does not Ihmk 
his dream of returning home will 
come true very soon, but he hopes 
"for a solution, so that I will not 
spend another summer here." 

Another refugee. Abdtri Raso©l. • 
from the Musa Qala district in the 
southwestern Afghan province of 
Helmand. also must contemplate 
iho future. And although Kasool s 
reasons for fleeing Afghanistan 
and seeking refuge in Pakistan 
are similar to Khyal Mohamad's, 
his plans for the future are 
different. He has decided to -go 
home. 

• The Soviets are no longer in my 
(li>trict. and the harvest has been 
m«)d this year." Rasool says, and 
liiat is enough reason for him. to 
return to his homeland. 

Rasool does not see the regime 
the Soviets left behind in Kabul as 
an obstacle to his returning home. 

I do not think of it ithe regime) 
very much. Once I am home. I 
think we" will find a way I© deal 
with each other." he says. 



.. satisfied that 

"The refugees thought that once , resulted m the departure of Soviet 
o sovif Ls were out. thev would troops. They are also convincea* 

that their next major decisions will 
he made at home. 

"We have a stirong tribal system 
hei-c." explains Abdul Ahad. a 
tribal chieftain from the Popalzai 
IfWfe; -*"*fhe loyalties are not to 
anything, but the tribe -and their, 
elders. This has been our system 



coalition body of the resistance. 
" The .Soviets have gone,. and the 
relugees are still here. It is 
trustraling for them," he adds. 
"Evervbodv thought the regime 
woMM toppled^ scfflij after the 
f«B«W^th(frawar. ^that did not 
happen. So now the iitwtjfi^^ is 
contusing lor them." 

.Accoi'cling to Karzai and other 
i>l).sei-vers of the .-\lghan conflict. 
Ihe refugees' Irustralion has been 
increiisedbylhe apparent lack of 
. a viable iRwIktive prese«t«d by 
the resistance. 

"Afghans fought to free their 
homeland from the Soviets; that, 
they accomplished. The next thing 
thev wanted to do. was to topple 
the Soviel-instalfed regime still in 
pkice in K^bul. but in that they 
somehow Tailed." explained a 
well-connected Afghan intellectual 
who spoke on the condition his 
name not be used. He said that, 
given the "disarray among the 
resistance." the refugees feel their 
"sons and brothers, who fought 
hard in the Jihad (holy struggle). 



refugee camp in Balochistan. "But 
then there are 3,000 families from, 
the Sagzai tribe in our camp, who 
all came from the Jowzijan 
province in northern Afghanistan. ; . 
and it takes them more than a 
month and a half to get home. ' 
^^jdy has left yet," Malook says.- 
"If the situation turns bad for 
the refugees in^Kandahar and 
Helmand, they can, within days, . 
get back to Pakistan, but as for us, 
it takes months to come back, and 
we can not take that risk." Malook • 
explained. . ^ • : - r-- 
Moist refugees interviewed in " 
Peshawar and Quetta pointed to 
the need for further international ' 
assistance during whatnthey', 
termed "the next .years .of 
transition." They stressed that the";^ 
ri«m of economic assistance from, 
t he. outside world, was crucial to * 
their- survival during the harsh - 
years of the war and that it will ; 
take. the same kind of help to-see3 
them through -4he. period f.of "' 
rrcnnsttuction in - Af ghanistah^j^., ': 
"It was American and western 



for hundreds of years . People in,.humanitarian -assistance* that 
the southwestern region fought saved our lives,!' Yar Mohamad of 
against the Soviet invaders, and Logar province pointed out: -'The 
now they think they can settle the Americans even^ went, one step 
score with the regime from within further by helping out.our brothers 



£ -.r -a 2 > - £ .c y. 

o o x: ^ E 

S piS=*!i»'='" 
V Ou.i2 ~ 

'J) — 



Q> 2 "2 



aj •/> ^ 

O. CO (/I 



Mujahidefiii parties^oppose 
UN repatriation scheme 



The UN has started implement- 
ing a program of "voluntary repatri- 
ation" of Afghan refugees with the 
help «i^^€teveritatiiM>«iiBl^rtaD. 
UN ofTicials expect that a total of 
250,000 refugees will return to 
Afghanistan within three months. 

UN officials have set up 10 offic- 
es along the border with 
Afghanistan, four in Baluchistan and 
six in NWFP. 

The ration card of each returning 
family will be bought for Rs.3300 (ap- 
proximately SI50) in cash and 300 kil- 
ogram of whesL 

The UN says the reports sent by 
the UN ofHcials in Afghanistan indi- 
cates that the situation is ripe for the re- 
um dnii€M^^mnt dso says that its 
officials in Pakistan have talked to ref- 
ugees in the camps and a considerable 
number of thcim htve Wicate^ their 
willingness to return. Some refugees 
have left already and have resettled in 
their areas, the UN says. 

the in*} dm in additk» 10 die 



aid recieved by card holder refugees at 
the border, the UN will provide assis- 
tance to all returnees inside 
Afghanistan. 

The Pakistan Xjovemment supports 
the program and cooperates with UN 
officials in implememating the repatna 
tion scheme. The US govemiUlM 
supports the UN-sponsored mm of 
thercfuf^. 

'mi'^ujahideen leaders oppose 
the program because they think the situ- 
ation inside is not conducive to the safe 
return of the refugees. Some of the 
Mujahideen leaders have even called 
the repatriation program "a con^iracy 
against Jehad" and have asked the 
Pakistan Government to reconsider its 
policy. 

Reports from along the Afghan 
border say that only a few families re- 
turned their ration cards and went lo 
Afghantstui. A BBC correspondent 
says in Toorkham post the UN office 
received no refugees on the flrst day of 
the UN repatriation program. 



Afghanistan," Ahad said. 

.Mlhough economic factors are 
paramount in a refugee's decision 
to return to- southwestern 
Afghanistan. Ahad says, the 
returnees no longer see the regime 
in Kabul as an immediate threat, 
nor do thev see Ifce fesistance 
factions as a solQtton to their 
problems. 

.According to a recent report 
published by the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR). about 100 Afghan 
refugee families a day arc leaving 
Balochisfihh for their home 
districts, primarily in Kandahar 
and Helmand provinces. 

Based on . interviews with 
.'\tghan refugees in Quetta. the 

capital of Balochistan province, 
the reason these refugees easily go 
back into Kandahar and Helmand 
is more logistical than political. 

"It lakes an Afghan refugees 
family only two days by. foot to 
make it to their home town in 
Kandahar." according to Haji 
Malook of the .\ew Serinan 
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inside Afghanistan," he. said 
referring to the successful. US. 
Gross-Border Humanitarian 
Assitance . Programme lor 
Afghanistan. , 

Directed by the Office of the US 
Agency for Intrnalional 
Development i US AID) 

Representative for Afghanistan in 
lslamabad,,.the programme has 
delivered food, health -and 
education services into the rural 
areas of Afghanistan for the past 

five years. 

Many Afghan* feel there In 
strong popular support of the 
United Stales, Which has strongly ■= •' - 
backed the Afghan struggle for 
self-determination and has 

assisted the .Afghan refugee 
population in Pakistan over the 
past decade. "It was God, or will 
and the Americans that enabled us 
to liberate Alghanislan from the.' 
Soviets." says Mohamad Aman. a 
24-year-old Afghan refugee from 
Deh Sabz district near Kabul. - 
"Look at ever>'lhing America 
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Shia Mujahideen 
form single party 



The nine Iran-based Mujahideen 
panics are merged in a new organiza- 
tion called Hczb-e-Wahdat-i-lsUuni 
(Islamic Unity Parly). 

The new party was announced in 
Tehran, June 16. 

A leader of the Wahdat party said 
m Peshawar the work to unify Shia par- 
ties svmed last Summer. He said the 
Shia parties have been able to solve 
their problems inside and outside 
Afghanistan. 

It is believed that when the Shia 
parties were not given the representa- 
tion they wanted in the Consultative 
Council in Rawalpindi they decided to 
unite to strike a better deal for the Shia 
community in any political solution. 
The Rawalpindi Council formed the 
Afghan Interim Government, 

Iranian authorities have played a 
key role in bnnging unity among Shia 
parties. 

Shia parties, hke the Peshawar- 
based parties, are composed of tradi- 
tional and radical groups. The unity of 
Shia parties might serve as a model to 
unite Peshawar based parties. Abdul 
Ali Mazari has been appointed spokes- 
man of the new pmy. Sam iie fwt^ 

AFGHANews 



leader has not yet been announced, it 
might be run by a ccMflctt n^ier by sin- 
gle leader. 

Abdul All Mazari held a press con- 
ference in Peshawar ori June 24, m 
which he outlined the election formula 
he brought with him. Mazari said in- 
stead of choosing a representative from 
each (^strict, his pmy pr<@f@iei choos- 
ing a representative for every 70,000 
voters. Shia parties complain that the 
districts in Afghanistan are of different 
sizes. The former government ctm^ 
the districts to suit their politics. 

He opposed any role of the OIC in 
supervising elections, and, instead, pro- 
posed supervision of elections by the 
UN, Pakistan and Iran. He accused the 
OIC of harboring a bias, an indirect ref- 
erence to the influoice ^ili^ in 
that organization. 

He opposed the participation of 
communists in the elections. When 
asked, Iran did not object to the partici- 
pation of selected people from the 
K^ul regime. He fits party fol- 
lowed an independent policy. 

Mazari said Zahir Shah could take 
part in the election if he wanted be- 
mm a Muslim aiKl an Afghan. 



SupervisoiyJLouncii, v^aiidat party 
to cooperate with one another 

a new life to the military and political 



Representatives of the Supervisory 
Council (SC) of Jami'al and Hczb 
Wahdat Islam i have agreed to coordi- 
nate mfilitary and pol^Hactivitics. 

Hczb Wahdat Islami is a merger of 
nine Shia parties based in Iran. This 
new party was formed some months 
ago. 

The document signed by both sides 
say that unity among the Mujahideen 
organization is necessary. It attempts to 
deal with the conspiracies of the re- 
gime, to foil outsider's attempts at pre- 
venting the establishment of an Islamic 
govenmN^ in Mgtorti»ffli. to give 



activities of tii- Mujahideen. 

The two sides fMve i^re^f to (xm- 
dinate their political activities and to 
escalate the war against the regime. 
They have also decided to cooperate in 
the cultural field. 

The document was signed by Mustafa 
Kazimi. a member of the Centra] Coimcil of 
Wahdat party and Eng. Mir Husain. a mem- 
ber of the Political Comminee of SC. 

The two sides have agreed to prepare a 
meeting between the head of the SC, 
Ahmad Shah Masood md leadns of 
Wahdat party. 

Ahmad Shah Masood has called the 
agreement a pmitive development which 
will benefit the people of Afghanistan. 
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Afghan scholars recommeiicl 
new body, fresh strategy 
to topple Najib regime 



Ws^m^^mi between AIGLStdaSu 



The three-week kmg talks between 
the Wahdat party and the AIG ended 

without a major achievement The dete- 

gation of Iran-based Wahdat party left 

Peshawar on July 14 with a hope to 

continue discussions in the future. 

A member of the delegation told 
reporters that they had useful talks in 
Peshawar. The dclegatkm met wkh jU 
the Mujahideen leaders within and out- 
side the AIG and held.talks widi UNx^- 
ficials about humanitarian assistance la 
areas close to the banian bolder.. 

The del^adcn and AIG apcfldog 
the constitution of a .124Dembq' coq^ 
niittee fiom both sides to deal wiUi 
proUems heofcea the MiqahidiBen ji 
Uruzgan, Ghazni. Maidan and Bamyan 
niovinces. Tlie situation in 

i^li-^fiiiif n'lii II ■- -r^^iFliiir III ling 



tense Incatiae'liaEaajad Mmdb 

nic groups h>vf> clashed over QQttoti4> 

land andpaAUTB ° ? 

The Wahdat party d^egatioil 
showed iiaen ioieMinitbB'fiarfiMttiDii 
of a war council comprising the jpolid^ 
cal leaders and canflnandea-io vealitfe 
the war.' 

.,; yipws/iMRn alsQOcfaangeti-owr 
itii ipie«ldeieiqtions. TheiWiriidafcpir< 



iwHiilifnA, Stolid ^<a^iiifwB^:ig [^SUm 
population of Afghanistan., -l^r- 

TImp WjhdK ,yty^ia?iojpp<W)d to 
the j a rtrjp i M»»i«rf )aefagBMJi^ 
ihftiWMbIt ikb fcnateoeal 

iwah: 1> a iri ri p atiaar~'<tf< 

ACdians in ttie dflotioii. 

»i.4iCfrir..l-titiatiiiiliMSiitiiiiiM 
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A group of Afghan scholars 
who came to Peshawar at the 
invitation of the AIG has pro- 
posed the formation of a new 
pna^^m^^^fm^ the oppo* 
nents of the regime and adop- 
tion of a new strategy to solve 
the Afghan issue. 

More than 20 scholars and 
ranking officers of the former 
king who live in exile, met in 
Peshawar from June 16 to 30 
to advise the AfG about ways 
of getting out of the pment 
stalemate situation. 

In their proposal, presented to 
the AIG president, they called the 
prt>ent situation very sensitive, need- 
ing a new strategy. Tiw proposal 
said besides the continuation of the 
armed struggle against the Kabul re- 
gime the Resistance needs to pay it- 
tention to the politicat wpetats of the 
war. 

The proposal criticized the AIG 
because of its failure to: move its head- 
quarters into Afghanisun: to topple the 
Kabul regime and to bring all the resis- 
tance groups into its fokl. It stresses the 
seed for a new political situation and a 
newsnuBgy to get rid of the Kabul le- 



Kime and establish a representative 
maiion of a body to represent all 
Afghans opposed to die K^td Rfmie 
is recommended. 

Tht proposal says if the AIG 
agrees with such a change, they «e 
ready to work for the creation of the 
new political system. 

The delegation has asked the AIG 
10 express its views ttooui the proposal 
within a month. 

Although the proposal is not very 
clear aboot an aHeraative mtit fresent 
political system, the members of the 
delegation have revealed their way of 
ihtnkteg about lie future by taOung to 
the media. 

They want that a council 6om the 
lepranmilives of all Mujahideen par- 
ties, some people in Kabul and the offi- 
cials of the former government should 
be formed . The council should meet in 
a neutral country and give shape to the 
new strategy. 

The members of the delegauon 
have favored the formation of a neutral 
government for a transitional pcnod. 
The transitional perxxl is estimated up 
to three years. The transitional govern- 
ment dxMild be fonned from people 



who are neither with the Kabul regime 
nor with the Mujahideen. 

Such a government should pave 
Ihe way for elections. They have not re- 
jected the participation of the Kabul re- 
gime elecuons. 

They believe such a setup will be 
acceptable to the Soviet Union and 
Najib will be forced to accept it be* 
cause it can am 




A group of students staged a dem 
onsmiion in front or the Hotel where 
theysuyed. They raised anti-American 
and ami-Zahir Shah sk)gans. The dem 
OMOation was organized by Hezb 
It seems that the proposal of the 
delegation is not acceptable to most of 
the Mujahideen paities within and out' 
side ihe AIG. 

The proposal makes some people 
believe that the delegation wants to 
bring Zahir Shah to power. 

A group of Ulamas have criticized 
the invitation of former officials lo vis- 
it Peiiiiwar because they identify them 
widi die policies diat led to the commu- 
nist take over in Afghanistan. 

The members of the delegation 
have returned home waiting for the 
AIG fonnai response. Hie AIG cabinet 
met diacttind the propocal wd found 
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IMPRESSIONS OF KABUL 



Paul Bucherer-Dietschi of the Swiss Bibliotheca Afghanica visited Kabul from October 
10-22, 1989 and wrote the following impressions of his visit. They are translated 
from the German by C.J. Brunner. 

The city has spread out tremendously... North of Shahr-e Nau as far as the foot of 
the Khair Khana pass, new neighborhoods have risen, whose uniformly 5-storey apartment 
houses are lived in only by families of gov't employees, members of the Sarandoy, & 
PDPA party members. These districts strike one as almost self-contained, ghetto-like. 
Sentry posts are positioned on the approach streets, recalling the style of Soviet 
Central Asia. Uncontrolled development of private housing has occurred on the heights 
of Koh-e Asmai & Koh-e Sher Darwaza (for instance, from the overlook above Bagh-e 
Babur over to the noon gun - which is no longer fired in order 'to spare the nerves 
of the Kabulis').* Various renovations (e.g,, the Arg, Abdur Rahman's tomb) are ap- 
parent, & a 17-storey building on the south side of Zarnegar Park houses the new main 
post office. 

Throughout the city you run into a new building component - light metal shipping 
containers. Hauling them back would cost more in insurance than their value, so they 
can be picked up cheaply from shipping companies. Containers are seen singly & com- 
bined side by side or stacked, both in old & new construction areas (even in the 
back courts of Shor Bazaar & in the ICRC hospital & prosthesis ward) . Complete 
streets of shops are assembled of these cheap, watertight modules. The sidewalls & 
the roofs are covered with thick layers of earth as barriers against cold & heat. 

Food items are abundant but expensive. Fuel is scarce (including wood & charcoal). 
Gas is Afs/ 1,500 a gallon in the bazaar, also rationed to state employees. Consumer 
& luxury goods, on the other hand, are abundant - but not personal computers (in 
contrast to Pakistan). Large numbers of surprisingly luxurious private cars circulate, 
as well as taxis & public transport. Electric power is reliable (less so in the 
city's outer districts). Telex lines for journalists work well, but there are no 
phone books. To get a number, one has to submit the appropriate name at the exchange. 

The money bazaar is working fine. Hotel bills have to be paid at the official rate 
of 52 Af s. to the $ (compared with the black market rate of Afs. 400). The Inter- 
continental costs $103/night, the Kabul Hotel $31 (but with poor food). 

The ICRC Hospital in Kabul is exclusively for war-wounded, serving people from the 
provinces as well as Kal^lis - even mujahids. There are many burn cases due to the 
constant use of magnesium flares during aircraft takeoff s & landings. The prosthesis 
ward employs many amputees. High-quality prostheses & wheelchairs are made & fitted. 
A computer is used to facilitate prisoner services, searching for missing persons & 
reuniting families. 

The status of women in public is noticeably higher - about 2/3 of them travel unveiled 
& in Western dress. Kabuli women seem to have been in contact with foreign men in 
recent years. Dozens of red-blond, light-skinned children were noticed among 3-8-year- 
old boys. They are fully accepted by their friends; mostly of the lower class, they 
sell matches & cigarettes or peddle fruit & vegetables. No un-Afghan-looking girl 
was seen. 

The curfew (10 p.m.- 5 a.m.) is strictly observed. The streets clear soon after dark, 
but one can walk without being halted. 

In October the Kabul Hotel was busy with weddings. Uniforms or European dress is the 
norm, & only 1 wedding out of about 30 had traditional Afghan music, but guests are 
still separated by sex. 

* The proofreader says that when he was in Kabul during Taraki's time, he was told 
the noon gun wasn't necessary because everyone had watches. 
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In the better neighborhoods (Shahr-e Nau, Wazlr Akbar Khan), many houses are for rent • 
at m^t |50€ /month, with services;. Many streets are iealed off at either end - e.g., 
the avenue from Pashtuniffc^n Square to the Aryana Hotels whidfti ii- "W«li««aiatained - 
as an accomodation for official guests. 

Beggars are numerous, whether soliciting aggressively or lying on the pavement. Many 
are maimed, mostly missing a haMd ot a foot (dt»^ to anti-personnel mines?); another 
large group is comprised of old womeii, often £fi rags, & young mothers with infants. 

Refugees from northern Afghanistan have taken over much of the menial work that used 
to go the Hazaras. These former merchants, artisans & peasants often have lost 
labor ^^^^^ ^ stayi^ with distant relstims & getting by with occasional 

Yet every conversation h<ipeful about the future. Zahir Shah was widely seen as 
th*%«^t 90luti©ll4 -^Wi4 «r^mg1ai 1^as reoeateHlv tv,^ wiae±y seen as 

*.4iito e««j^* ^Mm^m j9umu j^suQ was repeatedly named. The announcement at that 

tim &i tile Society for the Preservation of the Wat'l ^dependence of Afghanistan 
was welcomed as a step toward involving non-partisan & resfotisible Afghans in the 
peace process. j." une 

There is a l^d^yad-^scline of the party, badges are not worn in public, & ppople 
look for work opportunities outside of the state apparatus in spite of the attraction 
of food & fuel coupons. In recent months, according to Bakhtar Airlines) over 70,000 
people have travelled one-way from Kabul to Mizar-i-Sharif , who must include many 
families of party members. ^ 
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[Inmigris^ Slain i 
At a Restaurant 




By EVELYN NIEVES 
, An Afghan immigrant who moved to 
• New York eight years ago was shot and 
IkiUed at his family-run fast-food res- 
jtaurant in Brooklyn late Monday night, 
Apparently by a customer who had 
f refused to pay for hte meal, the police 
Isaid yesterday. 

i The shooting came on a busy, vibrant 
{street of immigrant-owned stores in 
fthe East Flatbush section, where peo- 
Iple are so accustomed to crime that the 
{killing evoked more sadness than sur- 
;prise. 

i "This is so terrible," said Allie 
iSmith. a Jamaican who runs the Carib- 
Ibean Cuisine Jerk Pork & Qiitken. a , 
{restaurant across the street from 
Where the shooting took place, near the 
Jutland Road IRT i^tation. "We've 

fnown that family for years, and they 
re so very nice." 

i The victim, Hashim Gurvan, 33 
Wears old. of Farmingdale, L.I., was 
(shot Monday night around midnight at 
Star Fried Chidten. a mostly take-out 
Restaurant at 1089 Rutiand Road that 
lie ran with his father and brothers. 






Hashim Gurvcun, who was killed 
Monday night in his family-run 
fast-food restaurant in Brooklyn. 



A Curse and a Shot 

After serving a sit-down customer. 
Ir. Gurvan asked the man to pay, the 
ilice said. The man then cursed at Mr. ' 
rurvan, pulled out a semiautomatic 
jpistol and fired once, hitting Mr. Gur- 
^an in the chest before fleeing on foot ' 



j„ir. Gurvan, wno was married and had 

£ 13-month-old daughter, was pro- 
nounced dead at 12:05 A.M. at Brook- ; 
{dale Hospital in Flatbush. 

i No arrests had been made. 
{ The restaurant is one of the few busi- 
nesses in the area that remains open 
tolmost 24 hours a day, other storeown- 
ers said. Most sakl they close their 

riiops before midnight and do not ven- ' 
ture (Hit lateatni|^tr*>'*^ 

Nasim Gurvan, ^ victim's 24-year- 
old brother, said their father usually 
ran the store during the day with an- 
other brother, while the victjy^Jia- 
shim, usually worked nights. 

"The argument my brother had with 
the gunman was minor," he said. "My 
brother was serving him. He gave him 
the chickm. The next thing, the guy is 
yelling and cursing. And then he Shot 
him with a very big gun." ; 

Mr. Gurvan sait| that in his native Af- 
ghanistan, his brother's killing would 
be avenged. 

"This country should do yfh&i my 
country does." he said. "If someone 
kills somebody, the same way they 
killed them is the same way they are 
killed. If someone aits atf an arm, their 
arm is cut off. You guys should bring 
ttiis law here because you need it." 

NYT 8/8 
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A New Taste (Afghani) in Huntington 



ByJ0t*NI||9f^f^¥ 




PSTORIC Huntington Village now has an 
Afghani restaurant. Incongruous as that 
might seem, it is not a bad fit Hunting- 
I tonians have long demonstrated their 
love (or Greek food by supporting three storefront 
GfiNii; resuurants withm two blocks of each other. 
timt are some similarities between the two cui- 
sines: souvlaki becomes shish kebab and baklava 
translates to bughluva. 

The new Ahrash Cafe is more sophisticated than 
most ethnic storefronts. It has white walls boldly 
bordered with a raspberry stripe, white ttbles. 
meul chairs with hot-pink cushims and black 
accents, including sleek jet pottery. 

While the look is big city, the staff is hometown: 
sweet young women in white shorts and raspberry 
shirts who never lose their smiles, even when the 
kitchen falters. Pleasant as they are. they must be 
reminded to refill bread baskets and water glass- 
es. Sometimes, they are also a ud confused. On my 
first visit, the waitress never mentioned that soup 
came with all entrees (nor did we receive any). 

The cafe's ownership is the classic husband-wife 
team. Here, the wile is in the kitchen and the 
husband is everywhere: at the door greeting 
guests, opening wine bottles and in the kitchen 
pitching in. Despite the owners* frenetic efforts, 
service is slow, with long gaps between comies. 

Ravenous diners should zero in on the Afghani 
bread. It is a flat variety similar to pita, but with no 
pocket It is served in warm squares and arrives 
with butter pats on the side. 

First courses are auspicious. A soup called aush 
is a must It is a tomato-beef brew filled with 
homemade noodles, chunks of bnxxoli and carrots 
and tiny meatballs, and finished with a doUop of 
yogurt and mint. Afghani chicken soup is tasty, 
homeoiade and resembles grandma's, no matter 
what her natioaaUty. 



Ahrash Cafe 
Good 

255 Main Street (Route 2SA, just east at Route 110), 

Hunttngton. 423-1228. 
AtnMsptiere: Sleek, sUdi ttoretront Mgttani cafe 
Service: S««et but Ham. 

Recommended dishes: Bread, aush. chicken nup, 
(hflmp wrktati. stuffed mushraoms, boiila n ee, bou- 
lanee kachakn, mantoo, tooahpeera, Afghani salad, 
chicken cfaamparl, koobideh. kabuli pakm. 

Price range: loinch entrees are SZ2S to 16.95. Dinner: 
Appetizers. S3.95 to tSJS. Enuves (including soup) 
an IMS 10 SlUS- . 

Credit cards: All major cards. 

Hours: 11 AM. to 8 P.M.. Sunday throutli Tuetday; II 
AJ«I. to 10 P.M. Weitaeaday and Hairaday: 11 AJL 
to midnight Friday and Saturday. 

ReaervaUons: Suggened on weekends. 

Wheekftair accasslMUty: No steps, rcMniaa de- 
signed for ttw handtcappad. 

RaUngs: 



- Satlsfactary 

Good 

Very Good 

EzeeUent 

EztraoPdiiiBilf 

Theae ratings H« baaad on revinmr't raactlaB 
totoodandprtceinreladoBtoc oi i yar aWataf MMi - 



AppeOxan mtmum *e winning streak. Top 
honors go to bouluwe «Bd boulanee kachakn: 
crlip, feather-light tumawers filled with scalUoot, 
leeks and spices, phis potatoes in the kadialoo. 

Two homemade pastas are also light and tovoty. 
Mantoo consists of three large meat-filled paata 
pockets perfiuned with cumin and topped with r 
sauce of mixed vegetables. Tooshpeera are tiny 
dumplings splashed with tomato and yogurt 
satire 

The adventuratn wm also want to try the twd' 
on ttK tiMe: a ^ Of 



chutney (a puree of scallions, mint, vinegar aMB 
spices) and a shaker of sumac (a deep-red MkldK 
Eastern spice that adds zip). Conservative dlncif 
will be pteased «^ the f amUlar shrimp cocktailil 
three giants served the tradittonal way and tajr 
jumbo mushrooms stuffed with tasty crab meat 

Salads are disappomtments. Iliey are staaM 
(saucer size) and in the case of the spinadi salail 
overpriced ($4.95). It provided verdant spinadi 
and a few mushroom slices, but none of the bacon 
or hard-boiled egg promised. The Ahrash Cafe 
salad, a marinated mix of endive, red and green 
cabbages and tomato, had no taste. The best salad 
selection is the Afghani ($2.95) : cucumber, torasM 
and red onion slices kissed with lemon juice. 

Afghani entrees are mainly kebabs : the familiar 
shish kebab of beef, onions aiKl green pepper; teiu 
kebab, which eliminates the vegetables, and joojeh 
(chicken) kebab. All offer very small portions at 
meat fobdie price ($1 1.95 to $12.95) and a mountain 
of lacy, tasty basmatl rice. 

Top taste honors go to koobideh. a kmg cyltader 
of flavor-packed ground beef. Most typically Mid- 
dle Eastern is the kabuli palow, a must for rioe 
lovers. Basmati rice is tossed with carrot match- 
sticks, raisins and almonds, then topped with a few 
chunks of very tender braised beef. The dish has a 
sweet Middle Eastern flavor, with a freah lemon oc 
the side to provide the coimterpoint • • • 

Homemade Afghani desserts include taughhiva 
t 'twhi of baklava and phimee. The latter is • 
Mwwattr pudding that unfortunately tastes like 
ran^cemei ootmetiea smdL As a remit, we aban 
doned the autbenUc at dessert time and enjoyet 
dwcolate cake, cheesecake and chocolate cfa4> pie 
all bakery-made but of good quality. 
' The Ahrash Cafe has no liquor license, tau 
pamnsmlBVttadloMiig Aairowawlae. I 
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HEARING TESTIMONY 



Khalid Sekander testified before the Commission on Security & Cooperation in Europe at 
a hearing held on 3 May, 1990, in Washington, D.C.. The hearing topic was Soviet In- 
volvement in Afghanistan, Mr, Sekander sent us a copy of his statement. 

.•.I wish to use this forum to express & illustrate the inconsistencies in policies 
practiced by all nations presently providing vital assistance programs to the Afghan 
people and, respectfully, recommend to this worthy Commission a simple solution to the 
complex problems of Afghanistan. 

The repercussions of these mismanaged policies towards the Afghan people have resulted 
in a delay in the reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan, have intensified factionalism 
within the Afghan community, & have prolonged the misery & suffering of all Afghans. 

Unfortunately, the forced Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan has not resulted in a 
free Afghanistan. On the contrary, the recovery of Afghanistan from a decade of Soviet 
butchery has been prolonged by the Soviet Union's continued intervention in the affairs 
of the Afghan people. The estimated $350m per month in military assistance that 
Najibullah enjoys from the Soviet Union has, indeed, sustained his regime of terror in 
prolonging any peaceful resolution toward a free & democratic Afghanistan. 

However, the Soviet Union is not alone in contributing to the delay in resolving the 
dilemmas of Afghanistan. The United States, Pakistan, & other assistance-providing 
nations have unwittingly compounded the Afghan dilemma through the inconsistent & un- 
concerted administration of their vital assistance programs to the Afghan people. I 
am concerned that these inconsistencies in policy by all assistance-providing nations 
are actually inhibiting the reconstructive efforts in Afghanistan, undermining the 
self-determination of the Afghan people, & perpetuating the polarization within the 
Afghan community. 

I shall now address some of these inconsistencies. Firstly, inconsistency in US policy 
toward the Afghan people can be evidenced by the January 1990 suspension of a $3m food 
program sponsored by AID. This suspension occurred in the cold of winter when... food 
becomes scarce. At a time when the Afghan people needed food most, they were starved 
because of political indecisions &/or inconsiderations. 

Another example of reckless decision making took place in the summer of 1989 when critical 
arms shipments to the mujahideen were halted. This occurred at a time when the mujahideen 
desperately needed these military supplies to defend their homeland & to protect their 
families from the encroachment of Najibullah 's determined & well-equipped army. If 
these supplies had been available, not only would the chances of a mujahideen victory 
over Najib's army have been significantly increased, but more lives & limbs would have 
been saved ... 

Moreover, this US policy gavei the Soviet Union & Najib the advantage of prolonging the 
survival of their regime in Afghanistan, while, at the same time, continuing their 
murderous campaign against the freedom-loving Afghans. According to Congressman Don 
Ritter, "American officials, because they have not taken greater charge of the aid 
distribution programs in Afghanistan, are potentially countermanding the will of the 
Afghan people." 

The stalemate in Afghanistan is also compounded by the present US policy of funneling 
aid through Pakistan. Rumors are flying around that some Pakistani officials are biased 
in their distribution of assistance programs. If true, this type of behavior on the 
part of the Pakistani officials ferments an environment where corruption, greed, & 
suspicion become commonplace. This, in turn, will increase factionalism & conflict 
within the Afghan community. 

On the same note, the Saudi presence in affairs of the Afghan people is also a concern. 
The Saudi' s, in their meritorious efforts to assist the Afghan people, have unknowingly 



18 



& unintentionally perpetuated the factionalism within the Afghan community through 
their policy of favoring Sunni fundamentalists in order to offset Shiite influence. 

As long as the US, Pakistan & other assistance-providing nations formulate policy in 
a self-interested & unsynchronized fashion, all efforts toward reconstruction, re- 
development, self-determination, & freedom for the Afghan people will be restricted 
&, at best, incremental. 

...Within one year of the forced Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, the world has wit- 
nessed the disintegration of the Soviet empire. The past events at the recent May Day 
parade in the Soviet Union will attest to that. Truly, the Pandora's box of the 
Soviet Union, nationalism, was opened by Afghan hands. The credit is due & the Afghan 
people are waiting for a consistent plan of action. 

Therefore, I recommend. .. that all nations providing any form of assistance to the Afghan 
people formulate themselves into a unified int'l task force targeted with resolving the 
Afghan question. I firmly believe that such an approach toward the Afghan people will 
ensure unity & cohesion within the Afghan community since, if such a body exists, there 
would be only one source for valuable assistance upon which the mujahideen & the Afghan 
people could depend. There would be only one purse string. Also it would provide 
morale & a good example for the Afghan people to follow. Moreover, such an entity 
should eliminate the many self-interested groups seeking to extend their influence & 
impress their beliefs on the Afghan will and would, subsequently, diminish factionalism 
within the Afghan community. 

Also, such an organization. .. could put pressure on the Soviet Union to come to the ne- 
gotiating table &, thereby, expedite a peaceful resolution towards a free & democratic 
Afghanistan. 

...As long as nations providing assistance to the Afghans operate assistance programs 
independently of each other & with differing motivations, factions will emerge professing 
the ideology & beliefs of their supporters. As evidenced by the present infighting 
within the Afghan community, inconsistent & self-interested policies have resulted in an 
unhealthy form of competition between Afghans to see who gets more money & support. 

For these reasons,,, I implore this honorable Commission. .. to advise & influence all 
assistance-providing nations to coordinate, implement & administer their assistance pro- 
grams via a unified body tasked with the liberation of Afghanistan from the ravages 
of war, death, poverty & famine. Aff?. kHAL!D SEKANDER was bom in Afghanistan and is currently employed bv the Heritage 

Reporting Corporation, He is the Official Recorder for the U.S. House of Representative 
Committees on Armed Services and Foreign Affairs. He has written several articles on 
Afghanistan and has participated in conferences concerned with humanitarian and political 
issues sponsored by the Wlute House, Freedom Foundation and the Voice of America. 
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IFAD/UNCHR/IRANIAN 
AFGHAN REFUGEE 
ENVIRONMENTAL/INCOME 
PROGRAM 

The International Fund for Agricultural 
Development and UN High Commission for 
Refugees are cooperating with Iran in a 
program to restore rangelands and provide 
income for thousands of Afghan refugees in 
the South Khorasan area of Iran. 

IF AD reports that the 2.4 million Afghan 
' refugees in Iran contributed to overgrazing 
I and deforestation. 

Local Iranian poor and Afghan refugees leadership at the grass- 
roots level will take pan in designing programs. They include: 
income-generation projects such as carpet weaving, livestock 
management, and crop production. The project also includes fix- 
ing sand dunes, upgrading rangelands. and irrigation. Herdsmen 
will get feed to encourage participation in the programs. Consiera 
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tion is being given to stiff fines to prevent illegal grazing and 
cutting trees. Licenses for grazing and collecting fuelwood may be 
considered to raise additional funds to speed up programmes to 
protect the environment 

It is estimated that the program will earn $627,000 the fust year. 

President Idriss Jazairy of IFAD says that **Not only does it sig- 
nal a significant departure from standard programes in environ- 
mental and refugees devetopment, it also provides a framework 
and strategy for ensuring a pattern of sustainable development" 

The agreement signed by IFAD. UNCHR. and the Iranian gov- 
ernment calls for $20.4 million, with Iran contributing $2 million. 

Iran has been supplying subsistence report for the refugees. 
Now after a period of absence from IFAD. Iran has committed to 
participate in the "third replenishment of IFAD's financial re- 
sources and will be an active member of IFAD's executive board. 

For further information, contact Vera Gathright at : 

(202)289-3812 
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From the Editor: 

A zippy letter from our treasurer 
to some ex-Peace Corps Afghanistan 
Volunteers brought the FORUM 15 new 
subscribers this month. Welcome! 
We hope you enjoy reading more than 
you could possibly want to know 
about Afghanistan as much as we like 
collecting the information & putting 
it together. Its verisimilitude we 
leave to you. . We hope you will send 
us any information about Afghanistan 
you come across. 

The Afghan Mission to the UN is 
making a concerted effort to promote 
the ROA's reconciliation programs. 
(We were unreconciled at not getting 
a full quota of Bakhtar news re- 
leases this time.) Never mind, the 
Mission would like to send copies of 
"important information" that comes 
from Kabul to those who are really 
interested in Afghanistan. So to 
get a scoop on the hot poop, send a 
card to the Mission, 866 UN Plaza, 
New York,, NY 10017, with your name 
& address & ask to be put on their 
mailing list. 

Thanks to all of you who sent us 
goodies, & to the AKBAR Resource & 
Information Centre for permission 
to reproduce its map (p. 36). We 
eagerly await the mail. 

We did not put many casualty figures 
in this issue, but Afghans are still 
being killed & wounded in larger 
numbers than seem necessary. We'd 
welcome your opinions on this. The 
deadline for the next issue is 10/15. 
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"Culture of Afghanistan: Problems of 
Continuation & Future Perspectives" is 
the title of an int'l conference to be 
held in Krakow, Poland, on 4-6 April, 
1991. The meetings are sponsored by 
the Inst, of Oriental Philology of Krakow 
Univ., the Polish Ethnological Society & 
Afghanica: the Afghanistan Studies News- 
letter. The registration fee for the 
English language conference is $100 
and should be paid by the end of October. 
Checks, in US $, should be made payable 
to Dr. Anna Krasnowolska. Proposals for 
papers, also due by the end of October, 
should be sent to Dr. Krasnowolska, 
Inst, of Oriental Philology UJ, Collegium 
Paderevianum, Al. Mickiewicza 9/11, 
Krakow, Poland. 

"Crisis in Afghanistan: Past, Present & 
Future*' will be the title of a panel at 
the Mid-Atlantic regional meeting of the 
Association for Asian Studies on October 
21 at Rutgers University. Scheduled 
participants & their topics are Rhea Tal- 
ley Stewart, "From Monarchy to Russian 
Withdrawal: Prospects in a New Global Frame- 
work"; Ernest Greene, "The Tragedy of the 
Afghan People'*; Amin Wakman, "Afghanistan, 
Non-Alignment & the Role of Super Powers: 
An Appraisal;" Stephen Galster, "Two Decades 
of U.S. Policy in Afghanistan: 1979-1990. V 
Moh'd I. Khan will moderate the panel 
which will begin at 11:15 a.m. A similar 
panel was held at the University of Toronto 
on August 23. 

Watercolors & sketches of Afghans by Peter 
Latham were on display at the Strood Public 
Library in Kent, England, this summer. 
The proceeds were donated to Afghanaid, 
a British charity providing humanitarian 

aid to Afghans. Note cards featur- 
ing 4 of the watercolors are 
available from Afghanaid, 1st Floor, 
290-292 Pentonville Road, London, 
England Nl 9NR, England, for $2.50 
(+ $1.50 postage to the US). 



DOCTORAL I^TDOEIlT ACTIONS 

TnnpiT^°n?^JTTon^ir^x/^'^-'^- ^O^TORAL DISSERTATIONS ON ASIA: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
JOURNAL OF CURRENT INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH. Vol.12, no.l & 2 (Winter/Summer 1989). 



ABDULLAEV, R. M." 

Demokraticheskaia Respublika Afganistan i 
ny sotsialisticheskogo sodruzhestva: Polit 
tekhn.-ekon, i kul't. sotrudnichestvo , 1978-1985 
gg. [Russian: The Democratic Republic of Afghani- 

Ponticfl T'^r f Coom^onweflth: 
Political, Technical-Economic, and Cultural Col- 
laboration. 1978-1985.] Tashkentskii gosudarst- 
vennyi universitet imeni V. I. Lenina. 1987 (Kan- 
didat nauk in Historical Sciences). 
AlCRAM, Mokhammad. 

Osobennosti nekapitalisticheskogo puti razvitiia 
Demokraticheskoi Respubliki Afganistan. [Russian: 
Features of the Non-Capitalist Path of Develop- 
ment in the Democratic Republic of Afghanis tan. J 
Moskovskii institut narodnogo khoziaistva imeni 
G. V. Plekhanova. 1987 (Kandidat nauk in Economic 
Sciences). 

ARLINGHAUS, Joseph Theodore. 

The Transformation of Afghan Tribal Society: 
Tribal Expansion, Mughal Imperialism and the Ro- 
shaniyya Insurrection, 1450-1600. Duke, 1988 
(Ph.D. in History). 366p. DAI A9, no. 8 (Feb. 
1989): 2355-56-A; UM 8822006. 

ASGAR, Paiman Ali. 

Razrabotka metodov rascheta i optimizatsii pro- 
myshlennogo elektrosnabzheniia Kabul 'skogo regio- 
na Demokraticheskoi Respubliki Afganistan. [Rus- 
sian: Elaborating the Methods for Computating and 
Optimizing the Industrial Electric Supply for the 
Kabul Region of the Democratic Republic of Afghan- 
istan.] Moskovskii energeticheskii institut. 1987 
(Kandidat nauk in Technical Sciences). 
BAUER, Erhard. 

Tendenzen der Bntwicklung des gesellschaftspoli- 
tischen Wortschatzes der Demokratischen Volkspar- 
tei Afghanistans (DVPA) in schriftlichen Dokumen- 
ten fur den Zeitraum 1965-1986: eine Untersuchung 
sprachlichen Wandels in den Sprachen Dari und Pa- 
ste. [German: Trends in the Development of the 
Socio-Political Vocabulary of the Democratic 
People's Party of Afghanistan in Written Docu- 
ments from the Time Period 1965-1986: An Investi- 
gation of Linguistic Change in the Dari and Pash- 
to Languages.) Humboldt-Uhiversitat zu Berlin. 
1988 (Dissertation A). 117p. For copies, write 
to the Universitatsbibliothek, Humboldt-Univer si- 
tat, Clara-Zetkin-Str. 27. DDR-108 Berlin. German 
Democratic Republic. 

BOYD, Richard Edward. 

The Rhetorical Transformation of Soviet /Ameri- 
can War Rhetoric in the U.N. Security Council. 
Nebraska (Lincoln). 1987 (Ph.D. in Speech Communi- 
cations). 197p. DAI 49. no.l (July 1988): 12-A; 
UM 88037A2. Compares U.S. and Soviet rhetoric in 
the United Nations debates on the U.S. invasion 
of Grenada and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
See especially chapter 3 (pp. 69-101): "The Af- 
ghanistan Situation," and chapter 4 (pp. 102-111) : 
"Afghanistan and Grenada from the Perspective of 
Narrative Analysis." 

DZHAMDAR, Mukhammad Kasem. 

Tekhniko-ekonomicheskie vozmozhnosti ispol'zova- 
niia solnechnoi energii v usloviiakh DRA. [Rus- 
sian: The Technical and Economic Possibilities of 
Utilizing Solar Energy in the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan.] Moskovskii energeticheskii in- 
stitut, 1987 (Kandidat nauk in Technical Sci- 
ences) . 
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FAKDANI, Abdul Kaium. 

Razrabotka ratsional' nykh sposobov uluchsheniia 
kachestva elektricheskoi energii v usloviiakh DRA. 
[Russian: The Development of Rational Methods for' 
Improving the Quality of Electrical Energy in the 
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.] Moskovskii 
energeticheskii institut, 1985 (Kandidat nauk in 
Technical Sciences: Energy). 

GHAZNAWI, Abdul Maruf . 

EDTA-stabile Serumparaoxonase-Aktivitatsvertei- 
lung bei 112 Afghanen. [German: Distribution of 
EDTA Stable Serum Paraoxonase Activity among 112 
Afghans.] Erlangen-Nurnberg, 1983 (Dr.). 54p. 
For copies, write to the Universitatsbibliothek 
Erlangen-Nurnberg, D-8520 Erlangen, West Germany. 

GUS'KOV, A. S. 

Kharakter i osobennosti kul'turnykh preobrazova- 
nii V Demokraticheskoi Respublike Afganistan. 
[Russian: The Character and Features of Cultural 
Reforms in the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.] 
Moskovskii gosudarstvennyi universitet imeni M. V. 
Lomonosova, 1987 (Kandidat nauk in Philosophical 
Sciences) . 

KAKAR, Akhmad Bashir. 

Tipologicheskie osnovy proektirovaniia ozdoro- 
vitel'nykh uchrezhdenii i osnovye printsipy formi- 
rovaniia seti rekreatsii v usloviiakh Afganistana: 
Na primere luzh. regionov SSSR. [Russian: The 
Typological Basis of Sanitarium Planning and the 
Fundamental Principles for Establishing a Recrea- 
tional Network in Afghanistan: The Example of the 
Southern Regions of the USSR.] Leningradskii in- 
zhernerno-stroitel'nyi institut, 1986 (Kandidat 
nauk in Architectural Sciences). 

KALANDRBEKOV, Pulodbek. 

Chastnaia krest ' ianskaia zemel'naia sobstven- 
nost' V sovremennom Afganistane (analiz pozemel'- 
nykh dokumentov i polevykh materialov) . [Russian: 
Peasant Private Land in Modern Afghanistan: Anal- 
ysis of Land Documents and Field Materials.] In- 
stitut vostokovedeniia Akademii nauk SSSR, 1987 
(Kandidat nauk in Geographical Sciences). 
MAHBUB, Chris tiane. 

Moralische Aspekte im Islam und deren gegenwar- 
tige ideologische Bedeutung in den Auffassungen 
fortschrittlicher Geistlicher der Demokratischen 
Republik Afghanistan. [German: Aspects of Morali- 
ty in Islam and Their Present-Day Ideological 
Meaning in the Opinions of Progressive Clergy of 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.] Hum- 
boldt-Univer si tat zu Berlin, 1986 (Dissertation A). 
137, 82p. For copies, write to the Universitats- 
bibliothek. Humboldt-Universltat, Clara-Zetkin- 
Str. 27, DDR-108 Berlin, German Democratic Repub- 
lic. *^ 

MARZAI, Mohammed Ajan. 

Politokonomische Studie zur Stellung und zu den 
Aufgaben des Handels in den Bntwicklung s lander n, 
unter besonderer Berucksichtigung der historischen 
und gegenwartigen Bntwicklung in der Republik Af- 
ghanistan. (German: Political and Economic Study 
of the Position and Tasks of Commerce in Develop- 
ing Countries, with Particular Consideration of 
Historical and Contemporary Developments in the 
Republic of Afghanistan.] Humboldt-Universitat 
zu Berlin, 1988 (Dissertation A) . 149. 13p. For 
copies, write to the Universitatsbibliothek. Hum- 
boldt-Universitat, Clara-Zetkin-Str. 27, DDR-108 
Berlin, German Democratic Republic. 
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MIKELADZE, L. B. 

Territorial 'naia differentsiatsiia sel'skogo 

kboziaistva v Afganistane. [Russian: The Terri- 
torial Differentiation of Agriculture in Afghani- 
stan.] Tbiliskii gosudarstvennyi universitet, 
1987 (Kandidat nauk in Geographical Sciences). 

PFEIFFER, Rolf. 

Sport und Politik: die Boykottdiskussionen urn 
die Olympischen Spiele von Mexico City 1968 bis 
los Angeles 1984, [German: Sport and Politics: 
The Discussions Concerning the Boycott of the 
Olympic Games from Mexico City (1968) to Los Ange- 
les (198 A).] Marburg, 1986 (Dr.) Includes the 
boycott of tbr 1980 Moscow games in reaction to 
the Soviet i ision of Afghanistan. Published as 
Sport und Politik; die Boykottdiskussionen um die 
Olympischen Spiele von Mexico City 1968 bis Los 
Angeles 1984 (Frankfurt: Lang, 1987. xxi, 5A8p. 
[Europaische Hochschulschrif ten: Reihe 3, Ge- 
schichte und ihre Hilf swissenschaf ten, Bd.32A]). 

TUWAINA, Ali Hussain. 

Die Berichterstattung in der "Prawda" Uber Af- 
ghanistan: das Verhaltnis von Informationspolitik 
und bffentliche Meinung in der Sowjetunion, [Ger- 
man: News Coverage of Afghanistan in Pravda : The 
Relationship between Information Policies and Pub- 
lic Opinion in the Soviet Union.] Munster, 1987 
(Dr.). Published as Die Berichterstattung in der 
"Prawda" liber Afghanistan: das Verhaltnis von In- 
formationspolitik und offentliche Meinung in der 
Sowjetunion (Munster: Lit, 1988. 257p. [Medien + 
Kommunikation, Bd.9]). 
ZAHIR, Faridahmad. 

Analyse und Perspektive eines regionalen Ent- 
wicklungsplanes fur Afghanistan. [German: Analy- 
sis and Prospects for a Regional Development Plan 
for Afghanistan.] Technische Universitat Berlin, 
1987 (Dr.). xii, 468p. For copies, write to the 
Universitatsbibliothek, Technische Universitat 
Berlin, Strasse des 17. Juni 135, D-IOOO Berlin 
12, West Germany. 



AFGHANICA, The Afghan Studies Newsletter 
will now be edited from Poland. Future 
correspondence & subscriptions (in Pounds 
Sterling) should be addressed to 
Afghanica, Inst, for Oriental Philology, UJ, 
Krakow, Al. Mickiewicza 9/11, Poland. 



energies to being fully prepared when the 
time comes. To this end, they would like 
to hear from ex-PCVs & others: Your re- 
action to the idea; could you participate 
&, if so, for how long; Afghans who might 
be interested in helping; organizations that 
might give technical or administrative support; 
would you like to be on their mailing list. 
Write to TAP at Suite 461, 60 Skiff Street, 
Hamden, CT 06517. 

SHELTER NOW has been compensated: 



Shelter Now International was 
compensated for damages inflicted to it 
by angry protester about two months 
ago. A cheque for Rs. 5 million 
(227,000 US dollars) was presented to 
the president of the committee, by the 
NWFP Chief Minister, in a meeting 
held in Nasir Bagh Refugees Camp . 
US and Australian ambassadors and 
workers of some relief organizations 
were present in the meeting. 

On June 16,1990. unideiitified 



gunmen flred at Shelter Now President, 
Thor Armstrong's car. Both Armstrong 
and his son, who was in the car at the 
time, were noc hurt The incident has 
caused anxiety among foreign relief 
workers working in the NWFP. 

The AIG has soundly condemned 
vk>lence against relief organization, 
since it hurts the cause of all Afghans. 
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□nG^r\liZ^TiQI\l5 

The TREES FOR AFGHANISTAN PROJECT (TAP) 
is the brainchild of some members of 
Peace Corps Afghanistan Group XV who 

want to participate ^^'Y*^'\f,f^ 
in the rebuilding ^-^•r . 

of that country. 
Their plan is to 
provide an oppor- 
tunity for former 
volunteers, & per- 
haps others, to 
return to Afghanistan for short periods 
of time to work with rural women to 
plan for, select & plant fruit & other 
trees. The goal would be to increase 
the ability of women to meet their own 
& their families' needs more effective- 
ly through the planting & raising of 
trees. 

Aware that the project can not yet be 
carried out, the group is directing its 





From Bashir ul-Mominat , the newspaper 
of the Afghan Women's Resource Centre 
in Peshawar, Vol.1, #5, May 1990, p. 6. 
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RErEf\IT PUBL1MT1DIM5 



HARAPPAN CIVILIZATION & ROJDI by Gregory 
Possehl & M.H. Raval, E.J. Brill, Leiden, 
1989. This study of the Harappan town 
of Rojdi presents new insights into 
Harappan civilization. xv, 197 pp., 
46 pi., 85 figs., 39 tables. ISBN 
90 04 09157 2. $50. 

A POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE ACHAEMENID 
EMPIRE by M.A. Dandamaev, translated into 
English by W.J. Vogelsang, E.J. Brill, 
Leiden, 1989. xv, 373 pp., + 14 pi. on 
16 p., 2 maps on 1 spreadsheet. ISBN 
90 04 09172 6. $90. A discussion of the 
political events that marked the rise & 
fall of the Persian Achaemenid Empire 
(ca. 550-330 B.C.), extensively using 
contemporary sources. 

SEEDS, the 5th Report of THE AGRICUL- 
TURAL SURVEY OF AFGHANISTAN of the 
Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, June 
1990.. 45 pp. The 4th Report, "Ferti- 
lizer" was issued in February. The 
Reports are aimed at being guides for 
aid agencies involved in projects in 
Afghanistan. The ANNUAL REPORT of the 
Swedish Committee for 1989 is also 
available. Copies of the publications 
are available from The Swedish Com- 
mittee for Afghanistan, G.P.O. Box 689, 
Peshawar, Pakistan. 

SOVIET WAR LIABILITIES: MEASURING ECO- 
NOMIC DAMAGES IN AFGHANISTAN by Nake M. 
Kamrany, Dept. of Economics, Univ. of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 
90089-0253, June 1990. 

The July 1990 issue of LES NOUVELLES 
D 'AFGHANISTAN contains articles on 
the 25-year Khalq-Parcham split, a 
possible Shi'ite unity party, political 
realities in Kunar & Laghman, ag- 
riculture in Kandahar, food shortages, 
Bacha Saqqao & excerpts from a diary of 
student in Kabul in April & May, 1980. 
The issue also notes 2 books: AFGHANI- 
STAN TERRE BRf^LEE, CENT JOURS AVEC LA 
RESISTANCE by journalist Etienne Dubuis, 
Ed, 24 heures, Lausanne. 246 pp. 
LA MERE, histoire vraie, drame traeique 
d'un mere et dd son fils, mutile pendant 
la guerre d' Afghanis tan, published in the 
US in 1989, 109 pp. [Have any of our 
readers seen this one?] 



"Evolution of a Revival: The Ersari 
Turkoman Carpet" by Chris Walter in 
THE ORIENTAL RUG REVIEW, Aug/Sept. 
1990, Vol. 10. #6. P. 64. 

"Afghanistan: Political Exiles in Search 
of a State" by Barnett Rubin in JOURNAL 
OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, Vol. 18, 1990, 
published for the South Carolina Poli- 
tical Science Assn. by Clemson Univ. 

AFGHANISTAN. A REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY by 
Erwin Grotzbach, Wissenschaf tliche 
Buchgesellschaft, Darmstadt, 1990. 
xvi + 488 PP..+ maps & figures. DM 75. 
Available from Wissenschaf tliche Buch- 
gesellschaft, Hindenburgstrasse 40, 
P.O. Box 11 15 53, D-6100 Darmstadt 11, 
Germany. ISBN 3-534-06886-6. (in German) 

For readers who wp.re desolate at being unable 
to decipher the words of Najibullah in the 
last FORUM because of our microscopic 
print, there is good news. "He Who Is 
Umbrellaed by God & People Is Crowned With 
Triumph," Najibullah 's account of the 
Tanai coup attempt, has been issued as a 
red booklet by the Alberuni Publishing 
House. Copies are available from the 
Afghan Mission to the UN, 866 UN Plaza, 
New York, NY 10017. 

Volume 4 of the "Pushtu-Pushtu Descriptive 
Desk Dictionary" was recently published 
in Kabul by the Academy of Sciences. For 
a description see p. 24 . 
"Qalam" is the new publication of the 
Writers Assn. of the ROA (see p. 24 ). 
"Al-Jamatul-Islamia" is a magazine publish- 
ed in Arabic by the ROA Islamic Research 
Center (see p. 23 ) . 

The AFGHAN NETWORKER has prepared a 
sampling of approaches toward unifica- 
tion, democratization & reconstruction 
in Afghanistan. The 2,500 word paper 
is available for $1 from The Int'l 
Center for Dynamics of Development, 
4201 S. 31st St., #616, Arlington, VA 
22206. 
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Panjshir During the War is the li- 
ile of a book recently published by the 
young Afghan writer, Abdul Haflz 
i Mansoor. 

The book, written in Dari - the na- 
tive language of the writer, is 171 pag- 
es, supplemented with rare pictures of 
the people involved in the struggle . 

The writer, bom in the Panjshir, 
chose n write about the Ttghting in that 
area in the early years of the war. He 
interviews fighters and commanders in- 
volved in the war, gleaning information 
about their experiences. After taking 
refuge in Pakistan, he often traveled to 
the Panjshir, keeping in touch with de- 
velopments in the valley. 

The first chapter of the book deals 
with the Panjshir's distinct geographi- 
cal s&u^ure and its people. Following 
chapters describe in detail the 1975 
Panjshir uprising against Daud, includ- 
ing names of most of those involved in 
it. 

The accounts of the 1979 uprising 
against the communist regime under 
the lea<ieRMp of Masood sets the main 
theme of the rest of the book. 

The writer reviews seven offen- 
sives launched against die vtlley. tac- 



tics used on each side, and casualties. 

The Panjshir's importance as a 
Mujahideen base and the exemplary or- 
ganizational structure of the 
Mujahideen is discussed briefly. 

The humanitarian aspects of the 
wv tfe i^t forgotten. The plight of the 
refugees during the seventh offensive 
is discussed in full detail, as the author 
was among them. 

The writer sheds light on the 1983 
cease-fire between Masood and the 
Soviets, giving reasons for the one year 
arrangement. 

One might criticize the writer for 
his lack of objectivity. As a young 
child he saw his civilian relatives 
gunned down by Soviet troops without 
reason; his village totally destroyed. 
Criticism of the Soviets comes natural- 
ly to him. 

Such a small weakness does not 
decrease the value of his honest at- 
tempts to portray the heroic struggle of 
the people of the Panjshir Valley 
against a ruthless super power. 

For a high-school graduate, a book 
of such quality is a fM^ iKM^monL 

The book can be ordered from 

Jami'at Political Office 

P.O. Box 264 G.P.O, Peshawar. 

Its price outside Paki^ is S US $ 

including mailing costs. 



Mow ina§MH«e to coTer 
teachings of Islam 



••AMutiataiaiknite'* 
it tbe nazxM of the magui- 
ne iMbltehed in Anbie 
laxafuage by the lalamie 
Rwewoh Gcntrt of the 

The artiolea of the quaz^ 
teriy SMgMlae an bciay 
wiilttaii iBgr tilt vt- 
Ufioue aeholan,' leeturan 
and zwearohan of the 
^bbAc Ualvenlty. 

The artldet In the ma- 
fuiiM cover leMha of 
Uaadc' reaeareh and relU 
iKma tttbieeti Ute lataiih 
i«tatka% tiM Rmphviiiih 
yingi, Flqh, Iilaaiie law, 
belief. phLkMophy, lalam- 
ie hiatory in Afghantetaa 
and other reUgioiia topioa, 

Hm main objective be- 
hind pnfbUeation of tUa 
marline ii ***H t fH i* fl |f 
of relaftioQa between the 
Uan^c Univenlty of Af- 
^aniatan and the lalank 
oountrlea. Thia will enab- 
ie rdigloui aeholaia of 



our country to ntiUee the 
aa tp atieuoa a and raiute 
•ehitv«d IB Uamic raaeaiw 
eh in other lalamlc coon* 
trlea and thva t^frade th- 
eir. rtUgtooa kBoerledfa. 
create new wocka end co- 
nduct new Uamk 
9h to 



' The UaflBk 
Centre, beaideg pttbliahinf 
thie magasine iias publJ»- - 
bed a nuahcr of valuable 
nUgioua boohs Ukie Tan- 
wtrulabew', in tfah 
voJumaa, "Propb- 
et BCohammad Dar Sl^ 

iikhwarail", Hiatory 
«f Holy Khlzqah of Kaxk- 
dahar", "Yaqut-ul-Seer^. 
and "Andeahahai 
W" etc. 
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Ethntctty. Nationalism, and the Bzkhtuns: The Independence Motement in India's 
North-West Frontier Province. By Stephen Alan Rittenberg. Dur^tm: 
Carolina Academic Press, BSB. 286 pp. f 27,75. 

Although the history of India's North-West Frontier Province has come under 
increasing scrutiny in recent years, Stephen Rittenberg's study is now the best available 
on the Frontier's complicated political history in the last years of British rule. Rit- 
tenberg analyzes in detail the growth of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan's Khudai Khid- 
matgar movement, which provided the Indian National Congress with a powerful 
political base in the province. 'With a Iwae an«)nf the Frontier's ^Mimmi, the Khudai 
Khidmatgars gave the Congress a foundation for local organization more powerful than 
it obtained among Muslims anywhere else in the subcontinent. But in the years im- 
mediately before partition the power of the Khudai Khidmatgars could not withstand 
the upsurge of communalism in the subcontinent as a whole. In his final chapters 
Rittenberg traces the communal tensions that finally undermined the power of the 
Khudai Khidmatgars and the Congress and, in the referendum of July 1947, brought 
the Frontier into PakiiHefe' 

The key to Rittenberg's study is the concept of "ethnic nationalism." Rittenberg 
seeks to define in his early chapters the meaning of Pakhtun ethnicity and to show 
how it shaped Pakhtun life. His most important contribution is in showing how class 
differences, shaped largely by the economic and political influence of British rule, 
interacted with Pakhtun culture in the twentieth century to shape the Khudai Khid- 
matgar movement. Although he is often vague about the meaning of nationalism, he 
suggests that the translation of the traditional Pakhtun code (Paichtunwaii) into the 
cultural foundation for a national movement came about largely as the result of in- 
creasing class tensions in Pakhtun society. Rittenberg is not the first to note the tension 
between senior Khans, favored by British administration, and junior Khans, who were 
increasingly restive under the British. But he links such class animosities in the early 
twentieth century to increasing popular resentment at the failure of the senior IChans 
to maintain the expiected cultural obligations of the Pakhtun code. As the Khudai 
Khidmftfgl&s began to challenge the power of the Mtiiiii cl^'^mentment against 
senior Khans combined with a defense of Pakhtunwali to shape a powerful Pakhtun 
nationalist movement. Although Rittenberg draws few theoretical implications from 
his argument, it is one of potentially wide comparative significance. The case of tije 
Pakhtuns seems to provide an important example of a movement in which class mi- 
culture interacted to define the emergence of a nationalist movement. 

This IS not to imply that Rittenberg attempts any sort of simplistic explanation 
o^WStt 'HaitMikt Itt &ct, the potitkrs of Pakhtun nationalism cominued to be 
diewiinated by landed khans, even if of the junior variety Nationalist politics also 
continued to reflect the local rivalries implicit in Pakhtunwali itself. Rittenberg ana- 
lyzes in considerable detail the nature of Khudai Khidmatgar and Congress organization 
and the manner in which the shape of the movement varied from area to area. He also 
shows how Frontier politics were transformed once Pakhtun nationalists were able to 
gain power within the structure of provincial legislative politics. Rittenberg's details 
in fact threaten at times to overwhelm the underlying ttemes of his analysis. 

The focus of his final chapters, however, is clear — the conflict between Pakhtun 
nationalism and the communalism that finally forced the Frontier into Pakistan. Al- 
though of central importance from the 1930s onward, this conflict was, as Rittenberg 
sees it, in no way predetermined. Islamic identity was itself a central element in Pakh- 
tun culture and thus in Pakhtun ethnic nationalism. But as oartv t>olitics emerpeH in 
the 19^Us. opposition escalated between the Congress and the Muslim League, which 
gained *ls infftll base among those exchicted by Abdul Ghaflfer Khan's movement — 
senior Khans, urban Muslims, and non-Pakhtuns. Nevenheless Muslim communalism 
became a serious threat to Pakhtun nationalism only when the communal crisis stalking 
the rest of India threatened to overwhelm the Frontier in late 1946 and 1947. As 
^kre^iberg sees it, a »nse of immediate crisis brought on by widespread communal 
violence in India as a whole pushed Pakhtun politics into an old political pattern. In 
the face of a looming crisis, Pakhtuns submerged their factional divisions in a common 
€<afliiBitment to Islam. Traditional religious teaders, long active mediators in Palchtun 
society, took center stage. In spite of all the transformations in twentieth century 
politics, it was the resurgence of an old political pattern that lay at the heart of the 
triumph of communalism in 1947. 

This argument is a persuasive one, but some of Rittenberg's own evidence also 
suggests Its limitations. Although the Muslim League undoubtedly gained markedly 
in strength in late 19^6 and 194", it remained at its weakest in the Peshawar Valley, 
where ethnic nationaMiNHnd gained im^ii»«ifciest hold. Did the retreat to Islam m 
a time of crisis really encompass, then, the entire Pakhtun community, or had the 
changes that produced Pakhtun nationalism effected a more deep-seated transformation 
'"'TfTlf^^S^OTftfip between ethitifc^identity and Islam? How had the rise of Pakhtun 
nationalism itself affected the structure of Islamic leadership in those pans of the 
Frontier most deeply affected by the Khudai Khidmatgar movement? One would need 
answers to such questions to evaluate more fully what happened in 1947. But despite 
such qtM^tom, RittiM^rg's valuable book should becmie a standard accc»im of the 
Frontier's history in the years before 1947. 
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Pushtu-Pushtu descrip^tive 
dictionary, reliable wmme^ 

for researj^ers 



The fourth volume of 
Pu^toiPuahto Descript- 

been recently publiahed 
by Academy of Sdences 
of the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan. The publishiog of 
tfiis great ecientildc woric 
helps Pushto learners and 
researdien to enrich and 
complete their Ibiguiatk: 
research and studies in 
Pusbto language. 

•nils volume is compil- 
ed and edited by a group 
of scholars uid researche- 
13 in Puahto language, na- 
mely: Mesafer RaeeeUi- 
«a, Neaeer Hcmar Push- 
toon, Mohammad Naeem 
Salarxai, Azizullah Am- 
iertiiiail. All Mohammad 
Mangal and Habibullah 
Apredi. It covers from 
Sh. to K letters and inc- 
ludes 8000 warda in 966 
page*- ■ ' 

The first volimie of th- 
is <yctionary ffom A-P 
was publiahed in 1979 
with 928 pages and 9600 
words, the second volume 
irom T-Kh came out in 
1161 wHli 971 pagel 
104D0 words and the third 
yolume from T^S was pu- 
VOM in 1962 with 968 
pages and 8955 wor4p. . 

As mentioned in an 
introduotion of this ter- 
icsi, great emphasise has 
been mad« to compile and 
prepare tills larger dictio- 
nary more scieintifiieally 
from HngukMc view-po- 
int; thMiiBi to the sdcat- 
ific critics #n4 views xe- 
Oeivftd to ti^ AcMdeiny pf 

^ w«Il M abroad. 
^-6ome tmA m ^ff^tie^mt 
that woMs tatvinc Iqv^ 
ifn prigfai. jM> siorewjiiwily 
UMd in Puahto language 
liave been induded ia 
the dictiooary while pure 
fHuibto words have been 
enltted. However, in 
the introducticm tt is 
phasized tl^at mdi 
•km l^as not beso intao*- 
loi^. thft AMdemy* pen- 
Idlow mw n aw H w ham ta- 
iuD thfl«e etroxi and 
deOdeBcies into eondd- 
-cMtloB ad mhaa pt iMt 
volume of the dictiosksry 
is going to be made reedy 
for print tiie omitted wo- 
rds will alM be fubUdwd 



Foreign words heve 

not replacwi pww 

wonk, the introductUm 
says, it was noticed at 
the beginning of the pr- 
oject that some loreiifn 
words should ali^ del- 
uded in the dictiosiary. It 
had not been aimed, at 
the outset, to prepare a 
oompletely pure Pushto 
dictionary. The main obj- 
ective was actually to br- 
ing oy t a dlqtionary oi 
vital iniportanoe to be us- 
eful for readers of all 
walks of life. 

The me of forei^ co- 
mmonly used words hat 
not been the indtiatave oi 
the compilttrs of the dict- 
ionary. In other famous 
dictionaries, such as Pus- 
hto-Russian dictionary by 
M.G. Afilanov, the Amid 
Persian-Persian dictaoo- 
ary by Hasan Amid, the 
Almonjid Arabian-Aralbi- 
an dictionary, these fore- 
ign worda iMirve itoEi Immm 
included. 

As the previous ones, 
the fourth volume has 
also a two>page pronoun- 
dation guide, whidh incl- 
udes usual letters, phone- 
tic letten, examples and 
phonetic pronounciation. 
A four-page ebbrevielion 
in three parts is also inc- 
luded in this book: Part 
I consists of na^nel. soc- 
ial and human sciences 
and knowledges, part II 
deacribeB the names of 
poets end part III covers 
linguistic and grammatical 
abbreviations. There is 
also a three-page punct- 
utttdon marks in the book. 

The book ^ calligraph- 
ed by Naseer Honer Pu- 
ehtoon and printed with 
a circulation of 2000 cop- 
ies in State Printing Hou- 
se, Kabul. Tbut fourth vo- 
lume of Pushto-Pusbto 
Descriptive Dietionary is 
availftble et &e price <tf 
Afis. 620. 
<A. 
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QALAM** WRITERS' 
IHEW PUBLICATION 

The first issue of 
"Qaiam" pubJicaitlon of 

the Writeie AaocaatioD 

of Afghanistan appealed 

with a bee n ttftii tamnt 

i»-.4igbil piiMr^'t«eei^. 

"Qalam" will reflect in 
its pages the political, so- 
cial, literary and cultural 
merteiiails and the view 
poisb these upon, of the 
intellectuals and wxiteni 
of the country. 



SSmllarly, it wUl reflect 
liQ]itieal comi'iwttitartes 

^c?a^i?^^lii^ 
phenomena 

try w well as ^e 
world at large, poems 
0tori« and interviewiB wi- 
th the outstanding men 
of cultuxer mi aad 
some artists. 

There «^ appeer 
about the tOmOlA ytwth 
in tfaae magwlwe^ 

BiMdMi 1^ cfei^ litis 
publication from the book 
saies outlet of the Wri- 
ters Aflsooaition in Shehr- 
i-Nau and the tt»t iloQx- 
«f Algb«& stoze. 

(By KT eqpedv) 
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Elias tackles probtems 
of research, writing, 
on Islamic religious past 

Among the scholarly challenges that 
face Amherst faculty members, those 
that confront Jamal J. EUasu assiMaiM 
professor of religion, are fffore 
unusual than most. 

What do you do when you want to 
study an imponant 14th-century 7-. 
religious text, at least 19 versions ex- 
ist, and it has never been systematical- 
ly edited? ♦ * . 

It is not computers but ancient 
manuscripts that challenge Elias the 
most in his field of scholarship. He is 
studying Simnani, a mystical Islamic 
philosopher and teeter who di^lp<Vr 
1336. . . , 

Simnani is known to have wrinen at 
least 59 works in Arabic and Persia; 
of these, only five or six have ever 
been edited. Elias is studying a major 
work of Simnani 's that has never been 
edited defmitively: his Commentary 
on the Qur an. There are 19 scattered ■ 
versions of the Commentary, and with 
trips to places as far afield as Turkey. 
• » » 

The earliest known version of the 
Commentary was written within seven 
years of Simnani 's death. Some copies 
of it may still be undiscovered, 
perhaps in Afghanistan. When the 
^.Soviets invaded that country , the 
owners of private book collections 
often tried to save manuscripts from 
destruction by loading them up on 
donkeys and dumping them in library 
courtyards. 

"For all I know," Elias says. "»©» 
catalogued in some library in 
Afghanistan, or in somebody's privM 
collection, there is the original 
atib^r^ of tim book. ' ' 

Aiuherst College 
Aliwai Magazine 
Summer 1990 
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Poet skillfull/ depk^JSt^S^ 



"BOWLAY" a disabled 
wing-cut pigeon, Mwr tr* 
ap free-flying nobles at 
sight. The writer of the 
nice collection Ali Gu) 
Paiwand in sweet delica- 
te warm tempers translo- 
cates his innate poetical 
senses of the hunting hu- 
man origin and ithe na- 
ture-unpalatible© in fifty 
. proudent pieces. The • ma- 
ster piece lays bare that 
Paiwand Is truely expres- 
sive to sketch the inner 
spirits of unaware guilty 
jnnocent pigeon and 
the lustrous aouI of hunit- 
ing man in comparison to 
wbat the uUcollscious na- 
ture has trapped in histo- 
ty of life. Who is 
guilty, the pdegon which 
tricks her sister? 

The hunter who condol- 
lee a lust?Or the unconsci- 
ously cruelly-sketched be- 
y^^|»yioriwn aet out by nat- 
ure* , 

Paiiwand looks back to 
the "^treasures" of history 
traces out God-ordered 
punishment oi the brutal 
^ *■ hunting drives. But still 
^4mn:e» open the ultimacy 
■nd derails from prejudi- 
ce w^ich adds to attracti- 
veness of his pi«ce6. The 
poet never, in his book, 
leads the reader to the 
belief, as if the Messen- 
ger Noah's term of thund- 
erous storm has ended. No 

this does -re-apear in the 
hwMan inside and the Go- 
d's punity white aipparan- 
tly eneded in simple wor- 

k>». Paiwan Mjrs: 

The olfve taranchit mo- 
' unth; 

In despair and 

ation; . 

Signaled tt&nrmcBm'*' 

"Tow buck Ihil-^^^ 
the baak" • 

j_,M i..' ' •. ; .- rij 

Thp storm die4 aaj^, the 
storm ai«s(d out, t . 

The night tutn ifS, ^ i 
the daiwn brealcB out;, 

^ VaelEou^^^lMckfl,, . 

lam p^itWN j|aA|gMifpp»> 
th scvfow., .• , , , . 

"^ow |)aek ^ liiitt^i^ 
the kmiS^ 

The stwin died obl^ jiie. 
•torm died out, , . , ^ ^ j 

Tie land vMble, . '-. . 

Waves bresk apatt: 

The griefs are dbfpsrnj* 
ed, 

"Tow back the sUp to 
the bfcnk" . 

Th^ storni dided Qut, 
the storm die<* out •. 




ia his poetry 



"BOWLA,'^-' ' W 
isonstructivii %nitk 
responsive to ' the ovefia-, 
t>ping tUnrt of aoujU. It 
Akromi Hie gMiiral idBSi6- ' 
tioiM' in f«p7isooi!«f 



life and tb«ir ^assroAs 
depths in Man's nii^ut. 
his anybigaities and lo^ 
The poetric ' pictures 
are exceptionally delica- 
te and indirect. Rarthr 



do the other p«ete 
have eludduted their tew 

ner experiences in such 
m-stereo typed style. 
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Contemporary Pashto Poets 

Tri-Pateka 




A. degree in 1971 form the 
Literature and Humanit- 
ies Faculty of Kabul Un- 
iversity aiad underwent 
his post-graduate studies 
in Kabul TeaxAuexB- 9iliB^ 
ing Academy. 

Ali Gul Paiwand has 
served as a lecturer kf - 
Roehan Teachers Train- 
ing High' CoUese as well 
as the posts of chief edi*- 
tat^ of thtt dtfUes Adob 
siid Da Suttt Enqilab and 
Deputy Mitri^ttB- of Inf- 
ormation and Culture. 

He was not working off- 
icialiy froim 1960 to 1968. 
Currently he is serving as 
Chief of Alberuni Publi- 
shers. 

'Bawlay' (The cut wing 
pigeon) "Selav. (Hie wind) 
and 'ZARA DMA' (old 
dancer) are his collections 
of poems which have been 
printed till date. 
One 9i his pNMis it 



Bom in March, 1949 
in Paahad village of Ku- 
nar province, Ali Gul 
Paiwand received his 
primary education. in 
his home-village and his 
secondary and higheduc^ 
ation. in Kabul Avicen- 
na school and Kabul Te- 
achers Training College. 

Paiwand received his B. 

Selsai and 

Here, there was life and ci 
Mosques and guesthouses 
Here even from Chitae 
The guest were coming and wera 
Selsal said Wate my eyes 
I was standing 
That on that castle 
The revenge fke wta bunang 
We were standing silent, 
There were Shamama and monks 
In the name of the God of hnlliMaa. 
Simfde hearts wvce palpating 
It waa an Mrly efvening 
I^e white cloud was appearing 
And the slcy ground its teeth. 
An eld aatronomter . prophesied 
Here In red eyes tiie teaxa 
And in wedding nigiit lamentations 
In the dear river of belaivea 
The naixnw ways of Ibe blood 
Was canying to the timr at Ifae 
The pak ftewaca of betaivaa: 



OfrnrdnUali Mahak 
Bora in 1954 in Qaflaaa 
Rahim a village of Lsigbm- 

an province, he receirsd He hm 

primary adnoatkm^ in^ liisr diei^iir Smt^^ 

bQaie.TiI]ace and mem^ hmBk^^im ixi M 



becaine director secretary 
of tile ..Ministry of Agric- 
ulture. 

. In 1979 he was assigned 
as the AdminfflTative Fke- 
sident of the Ministry of 
Interior affairs. 

Itet puib- 



lished in 1989. It contains 
eleven short stories xmder 
the ti tle of De Nimo Sh- 
poo Chighe", i.e. "The sc- 
reams of midTiights". He 
is writing in Puehto and 
Dari languages. He 
£^ speak En^^ ..j^pd 
Piwieh too. ' ^ ..V 




Bom in May 1M6 in 
Bearam a village of Lag- 
hman province in an inte- 
llectual faouiy he receiv- 
ed his primary education 
in Katl secondary school, 
and has secondary and 
high educatian in Boaiian 
lyxsee and H^g ^Mdnny 
in 1976. 



He served in different 
.departments of the Acad- 
emy . and taught subject 
1^ in law. Since 1985 he 
has been working as a 
journalist and the chief 
of the cultural departme- 
nt of Payam dUly. 

He has been writing po- 
ems since 1971, and to da- 
te his five collections ha- 
ve been published. Their 
names are "Dalley, gift" 

"Spera I>a>goona-Aw Gb. 
waredly Dazghlee, Noop, 
fertilized plains and MqI 
aaomed matrasses". 

"Hagfaa Shebe Hagba 
iBUloona. Tboae nwrnezyte 
and those years." 

"Saski Saaki; Drops". 

Khere Pa Malat ke^dale- 
dictions in the village". 
He is a Pushto poet. 1^ 
Poetiy is presented as en 
sample of style is 
ented' here uadar: 



Yonder, over there a 
^* As the llowar d«ir 
As the awar plume 

t/t^, ^"ertng of thewhite dents o£ the beau- 

Like the shadow of tbe witet of the baaisiiital^ 
Hies in the water. 

Youder, ov«: thene a koiaa ia ataadiiv 

' As the Stan tear — 

°*°«» ^ world. 
I f qUow hkn, call hin^ftnit h» if flartatf ne 
And katt ma * 
Ju*t aa yon are Hlttbff 
running and fleeing me 
Thex« is a horse atanding 

' 4a .^tito* awar plume. . t 

' «f:^a]itla7 , \ ' ^ 
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Poetry stems from- life of the 



The gjfted aad accom- 
pJished contemporary po- 
etess, Laila Sarajbat Bos- 
hani had recently spons- 
ored, a poetical function 
for declamation of her po- 
ems in the Clid) of Wrft- 
ers' Association the funct- 
ma attended by . men 
of letters and poetry fa- 
ns. The foDCtioii befux 
wdtb tbe poeteoB 
presentin g . a mtabtK 
of her pieces composed in 
vartous poetical forms. 
Afterwards, a free discu- 
ssion was held on differe> 
jut aspects of her poeoB. 

•Tte poems ' of Laila 
are etaarcterlzed by a def- 
inite tendency which has 
woo the recognition of 
her colleagues. Her poems 
reflect her epkii and per- 
sonality. Laiia has • pe- 
cular understanding of 
love; mocking it in its to- 
dsT^i form and sense. 
She is a sincere poetess 
whose poetry has another 
visafe in mi ^im^W' 
literatore. She is well 



poet: Laila 



cognizant of the psychol- 
ogical and social pecular- 
i'nes of her environment. 
There is a unique influe- 
nce and attraction in her 
inner and poetical sinctv* 
ity," stdd Snraya Watae* 
di ■ a distingiUsbed you- 
ng poetess. 

^le irersetile poet, Hai- 
deri Wojudl remarked: 
Toetry depends oo the 
state of being and knowl- 
edge <yf the MdleoBb It 
is hard to know Laila in 
the mirror of poetarv. 
She feels human pains 
and there are fresh inte- 
rpretations in her pieces- 
With the language of 
sincerity, she narrates tlte 
ludns of the puiitfc, som- 
ething which can be tak- 
en as her success and as 
a factor for her amlablli- 
ty.» 

A Pashtn poet, Mahak. 



believes that Laila Sarah- 
at uses too simple terms 
andjpirmMaiaiid^tft lb* 
ere is less repetition of 
symbols in her peices. 

On the opinions of oth- 
«i! poets Laila Sacahat 
comirtfented: "The esteem- 
ed poets noted that th- 
ere 8dre much ol deprasion 
and disappointment in 
my poems. Poetry st- 
ems from the life of the 
poet. My pieces 'In 

the Depth of N]«ht' and 
'In the Depth of Mania' 
have been written on the 
basis of tlie impression I 
have ^thered from my 
surroundings. I mean the 
touching life my 
people are currently livi- 
ng. Se^ it too painful 
anf "wlotimile for a po- 
et to be witness to an 
incident when innocent 
citizens are being diopp- 
ed Into pieose b7 ^ cn^ 



el rocket It is too sad 
to see poor citizens soak- 
ed in blood, those citizens 
who have come out 
to take a loaf of breaa to 
their starving families, 
to their kids. Of course, 
this inures one to write ! 
a poem more and more ^ 
painful. Possibly, a poet 
may be engaged in his 
own inner affairs; I have t^Hr^i 
been concerned with no- 
thing but my own inn- ' 
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er pains in linkage 
the society." 



with 



Summing up, the reco- 
gnized contwnporary po- 
et Wasif Bakhtari not- 
ed: "Laila is too a creatt- 
ye poetci . Sbe can oosnp- 
oee poems in fbe old 
sketches of Dari poetry. 
She is extremely cautio- 
us about the rhythm. 
Notewortfay are her tnafh- 
navts. If there is any 
depression and disapoint- 
TTient in her poems, it is 
sincere in deed. 
(Nafha Kliwliiis»ili) 




laila SsaeiuA 



DARULAMAN 



This significantly im- 
imaiive palaot situateo 
sonte 8 Kilometers to the 
North W«st of Kabul 
eity was built during 
the rtlgn of Amir Ama- 
anuUah Khan after the 
year 1919 AJ>. The maj- 
estic idea cheriched by 
Kinf Amanullah belv* 
iwl the venture orf bu- 
Miag stieh an iaapoetng 
palace was to laundi 
a project of fletahUafalaf 
a new metropolitan oen- 
ter for Aigbanistaa ad^ 
went to the old dty of 
Kabul His liCajeety Kli^ 
Amfnuliah was a great 
politleai and mttoul fi. 
fure in Alghanletan and 
was hleieid with pcof- 
raadve ideas for the na. 
itaL Tif pride ofactai. 
•vement of poUtteal lad. 
nuMdwa i lor Atgttttti. 
etan owes its raaliation 
to HJi Majartj the I«ta 
~ A»aaaIIii ~ 




»• planned laTont e< 
Darulaman Pilaea waa 
^eiigi^fidiJsr a French En- 
gineer. Over one hund- 
jeriba of 
land was alioted for the 
buUdiaff aitt ef thia gr. 
and palace. Hie eoraer 
•tone and foundation of 
. ^ palace waa kid 
In the year 1306 H6 
(1927 AJ>). Its constxuet. 
Ion worit atarted on a site 
5,400 aqon, the arehlteo- 
tuiml woito ior which 
waa iMtaig MipanM bj 



Engineer EarteL IveD- 
though the buildlar 
g's work remained unfhia- 
had but the conatruotion^ 
itnak of monumenfti, aid*' 
waya, pav e m ents and ani^ 
eaed buUdinp beiBf 
ential lor the a^ ' a( 
audi a magnifioent palace 
w«ra completed as it-waa 



Sanitary praJbij 

removed in 



l!be pakea.ef 'Daru- 
laman, iti^ park ' and 
rarrouadlnii which 
•nvinfid t^-rbtlht 



tra of a now metropolitan 
tity of Kabul wu Uiw 
kad by a broadway aad 
a narrow guafi tzaznway 
line both of which atre- 
tebed atral^t focward 
aad without uy coman 

VUl VaWBW OW Sa B 

Kilometers high way th- 
at conneetad theolddty 
of Kabul to the espae- 
ted atte ol the new |Bit> 
Topolitan center. 

Had tiM buildiag up 
.of the aaw metropolitan 
center been completed 
aad ^be ocoter eonuniaa- 
^SiM than it mid ha- 



of 'layout aad beeu t H^ 



To carryoot the plaa 
of buUdtaff upk ao&a 
iaetitpoUtaa eaotler so- 



KABUL. JUNE 19. (BIA) i 
To improve sanitary co- I 
nditions in the Kabul Ci- 
ty a session presided 
over by Serwar Mangal, 
Deputy Prime tninister 
was held yesterday. 

■Xlfcnded also by nuni- 
sters of Inlonnatioa «Bd 



dary, quarry, earpaatry, 
borick kilna and other 
oeoamry supplementary 
builddnfi required for the 
«oaitmtea «f tkapala- 



When the coa a t ni e ti on 
of the palace was com- 
pleted, then tbcN w« 
a period of hill and dea- 
ertloa of the palace ca<^ 
aed by wMom^ jamg- 
ency ana ovu wv. svt 

hi recent yean the pal- 
ace was put touae lor 
aeooBMdatiag aueh bur- 
as the gormiiMBt 
minlstilei c< fiaanoa, 
public worti^ kboor cor* 
pee, justice departawnts. 
At proiaBt» the palaoe la 
uaad aa iM^qoarton of 
the 



es to ba^ been ia ch* 

arge of an^^jrlaf layl- 

— " . ■ ■* • 
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rely dainaied ai aieanlt 
of tiM iMt 
But it ia 
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Culture. Finance, Mi- 
nes and Industries and 
Light Industries and 
Foodstuffs. Rehabilitation 
and Rural Development 
and the Kaibul Mayor aod 
some departmental hea- 
ds, the se^on adopted 
constructive measures for 
improving the sanitary co- 
nditions in Kabul. 

It was pointed out th- . 
at the sanitary and green-* 
ery of Kabul city has 
remained as an unsolved 
problem for years due 

to certain technical and 
financial difficulties, and 
as a result el vnbalanoed 
and unplanned developm- 
ent of housing in the city 
and density of population 
under the conditions that 
the dty lacked propcr 
canelization system and \ 
modem water supply sch- 
ema, the dty faced eno- 
rmous environmental pr- j 
obiems. 

T^ie session decided th- 
at taking into consid- 
eration the above fact- 
ors and in, an effort to 
prevent garbage dumpag- 
es in the dty sincere co- 
operation of the related 
ministries, state institut- 
ions and organs should 
be sought and prompted 
measures be adopted to 
this end. 

Also. the session ado- 
pted a pt<^t«iory plan 



tpj?e fully 
Kabul 



instructing the related 
ministries and state inst- 
utions to collect garbages 
from the city. The related 
state organs were also in- 
structed to adopt strict 
measures to prevent gar- 
bage dumps inside or ad- 
jacent to the premises of 
these, organs and prevent 
unnecessary digging of 
dty roads or places with- 
in iSiefir premises without 
permission of the Kabul 
Municipality. 

The Kabul Municipality' 
was instructed to prepare 
a constructive practical 
plan for 'ts precincts and 
launch crash works for 
cleaning the related are- 
as, and maintain coop- 
eration with the related 
minitrtnes and state orga- 
ns for this end 

As far as tive overt'me 
pa>Tn€nt£ for th? .sanita- 
ry pereonnel of the Kalj- 
ul 4Ktmidpality is eon- 
cerned. the Kabul Mum- 
cLpality can forward a CTn 
proposal to the Coundi 7^ 
of Ministers in thk ^ 
respect. 

"Hie Kabul Municipali- 
ty was assi^ed to co- 
ntrol implementation" ' of 
resolutions of this session 
and report to the Cou- 
ncil of Ministers on its 
realisation at the end of 
the month of Saratan 1380 



Fahim Sadozai Talented Dra»^^ 



Theatre occupies a si- 
gniiicant place and is 
eottiiittced as a most im- 
portaivt artistic centre in 
every society. Since the 
s establ^teiAent of theatre 
in the world, interesting 
pieces of play wrigh^s 
mi otttstanddng ' thea^- 
ists in various countries 
of the world have been 
put on display, attract* 
ing thousands of people 
in the society. As the mo. 
St instructive and infosw 
mative school, the role 
. of theatre can not be re- 
^^le^BiMed in changing the 



In our country, despite 
' j^et that a few years 
have elapsed since the 
setting-up of theatre, it 
" has, for sometimes, fac- 
ed to downfall and stag< 
nation during the recent 
yean. Wsl^, mtot, n 
glittering, now, with 
, the emergence of qualif- 
« led and skillful artistes 
enjoying the virtue of 
knowledge at high ac- 
ademic level. Mr. Fahim 
Sadozais is one of the 
talented young men 
, who is very much inte- 
rested in theatre. He co- 
n>pleted his higher educ- 
ation in the field of dra- 
ma and Cinematography 
in the Academy of The- 
atre in Prague; he stood 
at first class and got a 
red diploma. He is extr- 
emely interested In 
acquired field and tren^- 
endously enjoys bis ca- 
reer. 



An interview was coiw 
ducted with him. He tal- 
ked sincerely and distin- 
ctly in response to my 
questions. Fahim Sado- 
zai says: The lust for 
theatre began to develop- 
ia my heart frMn ^diw* 
hood. 

My family's environs 
and personal enthusiasm 
towards theatre persua- 
ded me in this direction 
more than any other fidd. 
I nuide my first debute 
on the stage, in the year • 
1978, in the play, "Ghaz- 
ab" i.€. "anger". Then I 
wrote my first play entit* 
led. "Qaixdar", ie. "Inde- 
btor". in the year 187». 
For the first time I ste- 
pped on thei^ge as aain- 
expenenoed and fresh 
actor, and subsequently, 
ki ^ same year I pe^ 
esented my second torn- 



ic play, entitted •"Peshe- 
Panj Ham Panj-Peshe- 
Sahibe-Panj Ham Panj. 
i.e., be polite in my 
presence and don't try 
to decdv«me^ 

Fahim Sadozai was a 
-student in Estiqlal Ly- 
cee, when the French te- 
achers left Kabul for 
France, he took the resp- 
onsibility of the school's 
theatre and was able to 
form a 24 members the- 
atre group. He led . tiie 
grot^ for a period of three 
years. During this time 
he could ^ge the play 
of the comedy of "Rouze 
Paiwand", i.e., "day of 
connection", Tameh So- 
rwat, i.e, covetous for 

wealth", Hoqaban^enBul- 
and Parwaz, "high flying 
eagles" and, "Ham See- 
kh Sokht Ham Kabab, 
i.e., the Barbecue sk- 
ewer Burj>t sad so did 
the barbecue. Some of 
^ese plays mm§ nfillin 
and presented on tflage 
by hinwelf. 

At the outset of the 
year 1080, he had a per- 
formance of some ^ys 
such as the comedy of 
plastic ball, bloody ^ar 
and nnall pKilmlKm 
ays. 

Fahim Sadozai says 
on his works: 

I have recently drama- 
tised a criminal play, wr- 
itten by Alfred Hoedi- 
ack, entitted ''discretion 
is the prime condition", 
wfaidi will toon be play- 
ed on the stage along 
with the plays of other 
•rtisles of our country 

Bashid Baba. 1 am, '"at 
present, working to pre-' 
paire an ioteresting play 
entitted, "crypt of seciet" 
to represent on the stage. 
This, play which has be- 
en lately written will be 
played in collaboration wi 
th the union of artists 
and the competent tfS- 
ors of the central theatre 
end the youth's theatre. 
But my most ialwesi- 
' ing work will be a comp- 
lete pky, written by a re- 
nowned Czech p aaHoiii - 
imist, which I will rep- 
resent it along with a 
•Mttl tf^ie Miiig co- 
urse. 

The progranune of yo- 
uth theater is going on 
unceasingly and despite 
technical problem, shor- 



tage of implements, 
of proper place our talen- 
te#«yisciih are still carr- 
ying on theatrical works. 

Fahim Sadozai is det- 
ermined to work as a tea- 
cher in theatre departm- 
ent of the faculty of li- 
terature at KaM ^v- 
ersity. At present, he is 
teaching an acting cou- 
rse, conducted by the 
Artistes Association, in 
whidi 80 students are at- 
tending. Similarly, he 
has been undertaking to 
run the programme for 
ftree years and wants to 
extend it in future with 
regard to the existing po- 
ssibUity. 

Sadozai further say» on 
the work condition of 
I9ie theatre in the country: 



We, regretfully, ha- 
ve not develop basically 
the art of theatre, main- 
ly lor the reason that we 
have not capable and qu- 
alified playwrights in or- 
der to create attractive 
and interesting drmmatie 
pieces to be displayed on 
stage for the interest of 
people. Theatre has be- 
en able to bring about gr- 
eat political and social 
changea. It is a pltty if 
iMir country is not able to 
accomplish its mission in 
this regard. It is worth to 
be mentioned that toda- 
y's world Is mainly based 
on realisni, therefore, ed- 
WMissitates ■ to develop 
the realistic aspect of 
tlie work in our theatrical 
activity. 





A good director should 
kaow the primary comp- 
onent of the work well, 
like a good chemist. He 
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Fafalm Sadmnl 

should thoroughly make 
himself famUiar with 
the theatdeal woric and 
sdl its tcatores aaddaiivt 

desirable conclusioo fr- 
om whatever is ^ put on 
trial. He ought to iden- 
fify the social situation 
in his country and to un- 
derstand well his living 
environs and according- 
ly develop popular art in 
favour of his society. 

He had some plays re- 
ady for the new year andi 
likewise, lie is working on 
the scheme of a riddle to 
be played on ' 
future toa 
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Constitution pjf tli<3 RA amenile;d s 
by Loya Jirgah of 28.29 May 1990 



In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Mer- 
ciful! . ' 

The pridef ul history of our beloved homeland, 
Afghanistan ^ enriched, with the heroic stru- 
ggle of our brave people for iodeperidence, 
national sovereignty, national unity, democracy and 
. social progress. ' 

At the present stage the State of the Kepublic 
of Afghanistan is actively carrying on the policy 
of national reconciliation, relying upon the support 
of nati^ftl, pofi^eal and patriotic forces. ' • 

•Oierefore, keeping in Kiind - the. historic 
changes that have taken shape in our homeland 
and in the contem-porary world, adhering to the 
principles of the sacred reDgion of Islam, abid- 
ing by the accepted Afghan traditions and rituals, 
relying upon the realities of . the country's hist- 
ory and culture, respecting the valuable heritages of 
the Constitutionalist Movement and in conformity 
with the Charter of the United Nations and the ' 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and for the 
purpose of: 

— Preserving the independence, defending the 
territorial integrity and strengthening the national 
sovereignty; 

— Achieving country-Wide peace and deepening 
national unity; 

— Securing justice and democracy, 

— Socio-Economic reconstruction and balanced 
growth and enhancing the people's living standard; 

— Promoting the role and prestige . pf the 
country in the international arena; 

r- Creating favourable conditiosfi for determin- 
ing the legal status of pemanent neutrality, of 
Afghanistan and Its demilitarization; . 

"We, the representatives .of the people of Afgh- 
anistan to the Loya Jirgah of Twenty Eighth and 
Twenty Ninth of May, One Thousand Nine Hundred 
and Ninty amended as follows the constitution 
ratified by the Loya Jirgah of November . Thirty, 
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty seven 
which comprised thirteen chapters and One 
Hundred and Forty Nine articles. 

CHAPTER ONE 
FOUNDATIONS OF POLI TICAL 
.STSTEM ' 

Article One: 

the Republic of AfghanisUn is an independent, 
unitary Indivisible and Islamic atate, having sov- 
ereignty over the whole of its territory. 

National Sovereignty in the Republic of Afgh- 
anistan belongs to the people. The people exerc- 
ise . natimtal •ewefd^ty thraiti^i &e Ifiy* JSitf ah 
and .National Assembly. 

Axtlele two: • . . s, ' ' 

The tiered rdigion of Isltli is'l&e leligion .of 
Afghanistan. In the Republic of Afghanistan no law 
shall run counter to the principles of the sacred 
religion of Islam a^d other vi^taM «Ndtt^lMi te tWi^ 
Constitution. 

Article throe: • • • 

■■. . . .■ 

I 

The Republic of. Afghanistan is a nonaligned ' 
country which does not join any military bloc and. 
does not allow estaihlid!ia»mt of tcardga nJlltary 
.bases on its territory. . . . ' ■ „• .-. V 

Article (our: .. 

The defence of independence, national sovere- 
ignty and territorial int<^ty is the fundamental 
duty of the state. The state ensures the secttrity 
and defence capability of the ««intiy mtii «qpif* 
tlie armed forces. 



Article Five: • 

Political pluralism is the basis of the political '. 
system of the Republic of Afghanistan. 

In the Republic of Afghanistan, political part- 
ies are allowed to . be foiined, pnndded'lhelr Plat^' . 
f omi. Charter and activities are not oppostd - -to' 
the provisions of this ' Cocstitution and . the IsWs 
pf the coiuitry. • ■ 

The organisaUon and financial resources of « 
political party cannot be covert. ■ . ■ . 

A party lotmed in accordance with the provis- ' 
ions of the la<w cannot be dissolved without a ^00-- 
cause. ■ . ■ ' ' • i . ..■ , * 

Judges and Attorneys caimot be members of a 
political party during the terms of their office. 
Article Six: • , . 

This article is abolkhed. 

Article Seven: 

The formation of social oitganizations is allow- 
ed in the Republic of Afghanistan in accordance 
with the law. «, 

Article eight: 

P:ishtu and Dari are official languages among 
the national langiij^e^'Oi " 
Article Nine: 

The state emblem of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan consists of a rising sun, Adytum and 
Puilpit with .-«. green, background, enconced in 
two sheaves of wheat and a tricolour ribbon in 
bfack, ted and green. 

Article ten: 
• The state flag of the Republic of Afghanistan 
is a tricolour divided intt> three horizontal equal 
plarts in black, red and green stripes. The emblen\ 
shall be placed or. both sides uf the upper quarter 
of the flag, close to the mast. THus l«ngth Of the. 
flag shall be double its v/idth. • 
Article eleven: 

The capital of the Republic of Afghanistan is 
Kabul. 

CHAPTER TWO 
FOUNDATIONS OF 
. SOCIO-ECONOraC.§Y§T^ 

Article Tweive: ; 
This article is abolished. 
Article thlrte<-n: 

The -Republic of (Afghanistan is a multi-national - 
country ^ The state shall follow the policy of albouad 
growth, understanding, friendship and cooperation 
between all nationalities, clans and tribes of the 

cultural equality and rapid growth and development 
of regions which are socially, economically . and 
culturally backward. The state shall gradually 
prepare the grounds . for the oreation of administra- 
tive units based on national chilractabtics. - 
Article fourteea: 
■ ***** shall adopt necessary measures ""for 

the growth of culture, language and literature of 
the people of Afghanistan as well as preserve and 
develop the worthy cultural, traditional, linguistic. 
Uterary and folklorie legaev irf i^l nationaliti«t. 
clans and tribes. .. . • , 

Article fifteen: 

In the Republic of Afghanistan taMIy «^»^ 
utes tiie basic unit of the society. 
• - '^■Hhw state shall adopt necessary ineasures for 
ensuring the health of mother .^p«.4#ld and fti^;. 
the upbringing of children. \ . 

Article sixteen: " . 

The state takes permanent care of the . youiig 
generation and provides necessary opportunities for 
their education, employment, recreation, rest 
spiritual and physical growth and shall help the 
blossoming of tiie talents of the youth. 
Article seventeen: 

Tlie state shall promote construction to provide 



state and cooperative housing and help in the con- 
struction of private houses. • . . . - • 

Article eighteen: . • * 

The state shall implement the economic poll^ 
aimed at mobilizatioiK and utilization of the coun- 
try's resources for removing backwardness, raising 
the living standards of the people and development 
of socio-economic structure of the society. Towards 
this end, the state shall formulate and put into pClic- 
tice socio-economic development plans. 

• • * " 

Article Nineteen: ., 
In the Republic .of Afghanistan, Stiate, mixe^ 
cooperative, trust, private ind personal property as 
well as properties of political and social organisations ' 
exist. Property is safe of any intrusion. WIsat 
State protects all forms of legal properties. ■ , 

■ Article Twenty: 

In the Republic of .Aigjlanistan, . mineral res- . 
ources, forests, pastures, mines, basic energy . resou- 
rces, historic relics, radio-television and convmunica- 
•tions' facilities, major dams, ports and transport 
ways, shall be of state properties. 

Private investment is allowed, in accordance 
with the law, for making use of forests, pastures; 
energy resources, mines, and purchase and aale 
of means of cosnmunications. . • 

. In the Republic of Afghanistan, berides - ihe 
State-run banks, insurance institutions and air tran- 
sport, the formation of stock banks, . and mixed 
Insurance institutions and air transport .and 'ptiva-. 
te'and land transiport are allpsrad in accordance 
ydth the law. . 

. In the Republic of Afghanistan, the function^' 
tng of the agencies of forei£;n banks and insurance 
institutions are allow^l in accordance with 
the law. ^ ,j J . 

Article twentyone: 

The state ishall assist' strengthening and expan- 
ision of cooperatives and shall encourage the volun- 
tary participation of the people to. this end. 

Article twentytwo: 

The state encourages and protects the activity 
of individual craftsmen and their voluntary i>arti- 
cipation in trade umions and cooperatives and 
renders all-round assistance for upgrading their 
professional skill, ensuring the supply of raw mater- 
ials to them and sale of their output 

Article twenty-tfar^: . 

With a view to reviving and developing agric- 
ulture, the State gives supplementary agricultural 
aid to the peasants and land-holders and renders 
effective assistance for the creation of mixed and 
private agricultural niechaflized faims and recla- 
mation of virgin 1^ ; . .. .. . - , 

'■."v. 

Article twent)rfour: 

The state guarantees by Jaw the use of pastures 
by nomads and . livestock breeders. The state ^all 
assist in the creation of proper conditions for the 
growth of animal husbandry, sale of livestock pro- 
ducts and improvement of economic, social and 
living standards of nomads and livestock breeders. 

Article twentyfive: 

The state shall guarantee the security of private 
investment for the growth of national economy and 
protect and encourage the participation of national 
capital holders in the development of industry, 
commerce, construction, transport, agriculture and 
service in accordance with the Jaw. 

"Die state shall expand all-round and beneficial 
relations with private entrepreneurs and protect 
the private sector against the competition of for- 
eign capital. The state shall take into accotmt 
the interests of private sector, in accordance with 
law. while working out the financial, credit, cus- 
tom miW>9» folieies. 

Article Twenty-six: < 

Tbis article is abolished. * 
Article Twenty-Seven: 

For the growth of national economy, the State 
encourages foreign investment iii the Republic of 
Afghanistan, in accordance with the law. 

Article twentyelght: 

In the Republic of Afghanistan, no foreign 'Citi- 
zen shall enjoy, the right to own inunovable proper* 
ty. Subject to the approval of the government, imm- 
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ovable property may be sold to diplomatic missions 
and foreign governments on a reciprocal basis and 
also to international organisationfi in which ° thi 
Republic of Af'ghanistan is .a member. 

Artide twentynlAe: 

iMliiiHteiy right to property shfiU d>e guar- 
afifiid 4^ law on .the. liMjf «F Mi^^ l^ziftt 

Article thirty: 

Expropriation is allowed only in public inter- 
^ and against just and prior eompetisation in 
accordance with the law. 

Confiscation of property is not allowed without 
the sanction of the law and the imek^lk Of a court. 

Article thirtyone:. 
, Jn the Eepublic of Afghanistan, the criteria, 
rates and types of taxes and duties shall b« deteim- 
ined on the basis of law. and social justici; ^' 

Article thirtytwo: 

The state shall adopt and implement necessarj- 
measures for the protection of nature, natural wea- 
lth and reasonable utilisation of natural resour- 
ces, improvement of living environment, preven- 
tion of pollution of water and air, and conservation 
and survival of animals and i^nts. - - > ; 

CHAPTER THREE 
CrmENSHIP, BASIC RIGHTS, FREEDOMS 
• AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS 

Article thirtythree: . .... 

The citizenship of the Republic of Afghanistan 
is egiMd and uniform to all citizens. Acquisition 
and of citizenship and other matters related to 
It are tegtllated by law. Every individual having 
ciUzenship of the Republic of Afghanistan in acc- 
ordance with the law. shall be called an Afghan. 

Article thlrtyfour: 

No citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan 
shall be exiled inside or outside the country. 
Article thlrtyfive: 

No citizen of the Republic of Afghanistan shall 
be extradited to a foreign ittfte. 
Article thlrtysix: 

The citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan 
Tiling abroad enjoy the protection of the state. 
The state shall defend theimjrights and legal inte- 
rests, strengthen the relations of Afghans living 
abroad with the country, and h«lp their return to 
the homeland. 

Article thlrtyseven: 

The Republic of Afghanistan euarantees, accor- 
ding to tiie law. the rights and medonns of foreign 
citizens and individuals residing in Afghanistan 
■without citizenship. Ihey are bound to obey the 
Constitution and othar l«mi # lii.-.: iiltWfllltl e of 
Afghanistan. .' -v 

Article Ihlrtyelght: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan, 
both men and women, have equal rights and duties^ 
in • flie eyes of the law, irrespective of thedr nat-"^ 
lonal, racial, linguis tic, tr ibal, educational and 
social status, religion creed, political • eonvirtion, 
occupation, kinship, wealth, and residence. 

Designation of any illegal privilege or discrim- 
litation against ri^mApH^^ iSttsan mm-^ 
fot1>idden. 

Article thlrtynine: 
• Right to life is the natural right of every human 
^ng. Ho p«s8on shall t)t sight 
'Unless by law. - • • ' • . .s,v^» • • r " 

AjJUde Forty: 
In the Republic of Afghanistan, the • freedom 
to perform religious rites is guaranteed to all Mus- 
lims. Followers of other religions are free to perfo- 
rm their religious rites. Ho individual has the nght 
to abuse religion for anti-national and anti-people 
propaganda purposes, creation of enmity and 
commision of other deeds contrary to the interests 
of the Ih^bMe oi- M 0 m e i ^$ i ^ ia? * 

Article Fortyone: 

Liberty is the natural right of evey human 
being. This right is unlimited, except in so far as 
it harms the freedom of oth«»ini pOMt^^tailiMa^ 
as defined by law» - 



Liberty and human dignity are inviolable and 
the state respects and protects them. Innocence is . 
thtt Ollglnal state and .the accused is presumed 
innocent unless found guilty by a final verdict of a 
court of law. 

^ No act is considered a gi^^^ji^i^^g/t, ^ 
prescribed by law. 

— No person shall be arrested and accused of 
committing a crime unless in accordance with the 
provisions of the law. ' 

— No person can be detained, except with the 
premision of the court and in accordance with law. 

— No person can be punished unlesis by a verdict 
of a court; in accordance with provisions of 
law. and in proportion to the crime committed. 

— Crime is a personal deed; no other petion 
shall be pimished for its commission. 

• — The accused has the right to defend himself 
personally or through an advocate. 

■■Article fortytwo 

In the Republic of Afghanistan, punishment 
incompatible with human dignity, torture and 
excruciation are prohibited. Obtaining confession, 
testimony or statement from an accused or any 
other person by compulsion or threat is prohibited. 
Statements or testimony taken from an accused 
. or othec -P9»p»^,«N^ -.r^i^^MlpaiiitJWMt . 
be valid. 

A public servant who tortures an accused or any . 
other person for obtaining statements, lesrtimony or 
•confession, or who issues orders for torture, shall be 
punished in accordance with the law. Acting on 
the orders of superiors in the commission of unlaw- 
ful deeds cannot be the ground for the plea of 
innocence. ^ 

Article forty three: 

Indebtedness canndt be the mm ^4tpivaUen 
of a person's lib«r|y,,.;i • • 

The ways "and meanr^f recovering debts shall 
be regulated by the law. 

Article rortyfour: 

In the Republic of Afghanistan, the inviolab- 
.ility of residence is guaranteed. No person, indud- 
ing a state representative, can enter or search • a 
xesidence without the permission of the resident 
and except in circumstances and under procedu- 
res prescribed by the iMif, . . - , . . , ;., h. . - 

Article fortyflve: 

In the Republic of Afghanistan, confidentiality 
of correspondence and telephonic and telegraphic 
communications is guaranteed. 

No one. including a state representative, shall 
intercept telephonic and telegrapbiQ ««»9up^c«toiki 
,and control cemmpmtiikmi^ mm^^m^-l^a^i^^' 
ions of the law. 

Article fortysix: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan who 
suffer in the perf(n>tiiaii«t^#f their duties Unlawful 
damage by stale organs, social organisation.-; and 
responsible officials are entiUed to compensation, 
conditions and procedur«(fe.itK which' cball be 
regulated by law. . . ' . 

Article fOTtysevco: — 

Citizens of the Republic of . 'Afghanistan are 
■entitled to take part in aoeio-political life and the 
administration of the state, doeetly or throuffe 
"their representatives. 

Artide rortycifht: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan have 

the right to elect- or be elected. Conditions and 

procedures of ex«r<ial«g tW» ri^t W regu- 

lated by law. ' • 



Article 'fortynlne: 

Citizens of tiie Republic «f Afghanistan enjoy 
Uie nght of freedom of thought and expression. 

Citizens can exercise thU right openlv, in speech 
and m writing, in accordance with the provi^ons 
■of the law. 

I^e-censorship of the press is not tSawed. 

. " Article nfty: 

Citizens of the Republic of AtghanisUn havt 
the nght to assembly^ peaceful demonstration and 
amiEe. in aeeordaneeurl^^ provisions of the law 
Artide f if tyone: , 
. Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan enjoy 



the right to petition, critidse and make suggest- 
ions, either individually or collectively. * 

State organs, social organisations and respon- 
sible off idals are bound to considor the petitions, 
criticisms and proposals and take necessary actions 
in regard to them withi n the ti me preecribed by 

law. Surveillance for criticism is forbidden.' . 
Article -fiftytwo:- 
. Citizens of the Republic of .^fghainistan have' 
the right to work and are entiUed to equal pay for 
equal work. The state, through enactment and app- 
lication of just and progressive labour laws, shall 
pro-dde necessary condiflliiMli icw .the «i(B6MI»'< 
enjoy this right 

Artide fif tythrce: 

■ Imposition of forced labour is forbidden. 
Performance of compulsory labour in War 
time, natural calamity and .ottier states ^emerg- 
ency which threaten public life and order shall 
be exduded from this. ■ ••. :?" 

Article firtyfour: 
. Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan, sub- 
ject to the needs of the society and on the basis of 
spedalisation. have the right to .. hSift'tti^ t«i» ' 
and choose their occupation; 
Article flttyfive: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan have 
the right to rest. 

The state defines the working hours and the 
periodic holidays with pay and the specifications 
of work during holidays, festivals. Ids and 
shall provide conditions for rest, growth of cultu- 
ral, artistic establishments, physical training, sports 

Artide FIfty-Sli: "* 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan haft 
the right to free education. 

The State shall adopt necessary measures for 
the eradication of illiteracy, . generalization of bala- 
nced education, education in mother tongue, ensu- 
ring compulsory primary education, gradual exp- 
ansion of .general, technical, professional and 
vocational education and growth of the system of 
higher education for training national cadres. 

In the Republic of Afghnistan the fonnatitm 
of educational and higher education institutions by 
private sector and foreign persons is allowed in 
accordance with the law. 

Artide fiftyseven: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan have 
*the right to health and social security. 

The state shall adopt necessary measures for 
expansion of all-round, balanced and countrywide 
medical services, expansion of hospitals, health 
centres, training of doctors and personnel for 
medical services, universal prevention of disea- 
ses, expansion of free health services, arrangement 
and encouragement of private medical services, 
improvement of material welfare of the aged, war 
and work disabled and dependents of martyrs. 

Artide rtftyeieht: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan have 
the right to Scientific, technical an artistic activit- 
ies. • 

The slate ensures systematic progress of science 
and training of sdentific cadres, protects the 
-H** state «iuure6 aystematic progress of •dence 
and training of scientific cadres, protects . the 
rights of authors and • inventors, encourages and 
protects scientific research in all sf^eres and 
generalizes the effectikvt ttw of the faults of tei- 
cntific research. 

Article liflynine: 

Citizens of the Republic of Afghanistan have 
.the^riyht to travd and free choice «rf ■ . tm»»m 
and residence in the country. • 

The state is authorized to ban temporarily tr- 
. avel, settlement and residence in particular areas of 
the country for the purposes .of nwinUining secu- 
rity and public order, prevention of epidemic dis- 
eases and protection of the riglitl and liberties of 
, i^iHvidttaU. 

*« ^efe sixty: 

• CiUztms of the Republic of Afghanistan enjoy 
according to tow. the right to travel abroad and 
return home. 
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THE FORUM TALKS TO 

NOOR AHMAD NOOR, Permanent Representative 
of the ROA to the UN, who had recently 
returned from Kabul where he attended 
a congress of the PDPA, now the Watan 
(Homeland) Party. He enthusiastically 
listed the virtues of the "new" organi- 
zation: Islamic principles, a free 
market economy, the leader called St 
"president" - no wove "secretaries." 

He feels that in the present situation, 
his Party has gone as far as it can in 
making compromises t<lt Jfoetlur a ^i<ac@*^ 
f ul solution to Afghanistan' s f f#bXens. 
The Party mow^ e«i .©uly h®f e f #ir « US- 
Soviet agreeiil@i|t'"i«eiiise« ■'^■-■T^§±mwmm » 
until this happesB 
no further pro- 
gress can be made. 

Since the An^asft'^- 
dor has been a be- 
liever since be- 
fore the PDPA held 
its founding con- 
gress (see bio data 
at the end) t we 
asked .h|lifc-4f -# • wi£h 
the advaiitlige af 
hindsight, he'd 
have liked things 
to have gone dif- 
ferently. This 
produced a puzzled 
look so we 
stressed the "if." 

He began by saying 
that the early PDPA 
program was not 
bas-#iMm.'itM .i^aali^ 
ties of thm ^«ntt|r' 
whieh wim-'-rnQm 

realisad^ And, ke some of the 

changes they wanted were more in the 
minds of the Party leaders than in all 
of the membership, some 13,000 in 1978. 

He reminded \ks that early on the Party 
had supported Daoud, hoping for cb«iges 
by legal means, while others - no names 
mentioned - were not so sanguine. How- 
ever, when Daoud began doing things 
that alarmed the Party, word went out 
to the military members that if there 
were any atteiiq)ts made to arrest Party 



leaders, the military should make a move. 
They were & it did. But, this gave the 
military the upper hand & it tried to 
impose Party ideology by military means. 
Take land reform^ There were a few 
peasants in the Party & they didn't want 
land reform. None of the Afghan peasants 
wanted land reform & it was a mistake to 
try to impose it on people who didn't 
want it. 

Now the hope is not to keep making mis- 
takes but to try to learn from history. 
At this point, Afghans have the means to 
develop the country by evolutionary means, 
not revolutionary ones. [We did not dis- 
cuss the role qf the military in "evolu- 
tion."] 




The PDPA/Watan Party, 
which he said now has 
. f^ilW'-ifembers, has 
•«--"'pp@gram for evolu- 
tionary development; 
other parties don't. 
To neglect today's 
gov't in Afghanistan, 
which does have all 
those non-Party mem- 
bers, would be un- 
realistic. How can a 
non-aligned person 
or partf ....p^jgy^e 
enough people., wil:h- 
I out the current gov't? 
The present gov't 
respects the opposition 
& invites it to parti- 
cipate in a dialogue. 
Without the USSIf 'th^re 
is no reason not to 
have a dlji^^^ii^.^ 
establish a broad- 
based gov't. 

Ma allowed as how we'd heard that the 
Soviets weren't completalj gi»e. 
There are no longer any Soviat advisors 
in Afghanistan, only "arms specialists" 
to train Afghans to use the weapons the 
Soviets have given them. [The number of 
"specialists" was not given.] He did 
express concern over the "huge amounts" 
of armaments in the country which he 
said were not only a danger to Afghans, 
but a threat to her Beighbors. 

Continued on p» 6 
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Article sixtyone: 

Every citizen of "the Republic of Afghanistan 
is bound to observe the Constitution and the Maws 
of the Republic.oi Afghanistr.'. • \- 

Ifn^nce of provisions c: law 'm m iwme. 
-tfctl sixty two: ' ' ' " ~"' ' '" , 

-Uizens of tlie Republic of Afghanistan and 
foreigners are bound to pay taxes and duties to 
the state in accordance with the jp>eovisii>]^ the 
law. 

Article slxtythree: 

The defencb of homeland, independence, nat- 
ional sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
couatry is the proud duty of tlie citizens of the Rep* 
ublic of Afghanistan. Coivditions of service in. the 
•armed forces shall be regulated l^-feBlf. -; 

Article slxtyfour: 

ITie state shall provide necessary condition 
for the. citizens te .ej^dse their fundamental rig- 
hts and liberties and discharge their duties. 

No person has the right to exercise the 
and liberties enshrined in the law against 
interest and to the detriment li ^t 
liberties of other citizens. 

ciiAPTEU vom 

LOYA jntGAH 
: Article sixtyfivc: 
The I^ya Jirgah is the higliest ' manifestation 
of the will of the people of Afghanistan in accord- 
ance with national historical traditions! 

Article Sixty-Six: . . , • 

The Loya Jirgah is composed of: 
1 — The President and Vice-Presidents; 
■ 2— Members of the National 

3- . Prime Minister. Deputy Prime 
and members of the Council of Ministers; 

4— Chief Justice and . Deputy Chief Justices; 
, Attorney General; 

6—' Chairman of the Constitution Council; 
, ' 7— Chalmten ol the eodneils of provineec. ■ 

8— From each province, equivalent to the num- 
Igsr of their deputies to the. Wolesi Jirgah (House of 
ibt^nesentatives), elected by the people through 
universal equal, free, secret and direct ballot; ■ 

9— A mazimvun of fifty persons from : among 
the political, scientific, cultural, social and religious 
'figures to be appointed by the President . - . 

Article sixtysevta: . . .. 

The Loya Jirgah enjoys the following powers. 

1. To approve and am«nd the Constitution. 

2. To elect the Pimll$ltfl^00 to. accept the' Pr- 
esident's resignation. ' • . 

. 3.. To. consent to die dedaratioh of war .; . and 
armistice. .-.'j-.'Ji tw i^w.'if ■'•'■i- •'• 

...4..T0, adopt ^decisions*, on the 'most -important' 
•questions'tregarding the desUnyioli tHe countiy.*' f-' - 
: 1.-, /.Article, slxtyeii;ht^/'-: . * • " : : , 

Save in cases otherwise defined in this Constit- 
ution, the Loya Jirgah shall be summoned . and 
opened by the President and its sessions shall 
be held under the chairmanship of the President 
or any other person appointed by the Preddent as 
his regent. • 

. The quorum for the Loya Jirgall i^all be two 
fljird of its members present ' 

Save in cases otherwise defined in this constit- 
ution, the decisions of the Loya Jirgah shall be 
adopted by a majority vote of its mei^^m,' 
. Article sixtynine: 

During the time when the House of Representa- 
tives remains dissolved, its members shall retain 
their membership of the Loya Jirgah till a new 
hotise is ele^lii.' 
Axtlele seventy: 
. Elections to Loya Jirgah shall be regulated by 
law and its proot^hm Mt .49>mt»^^ Loy& 
Jirgah itself. 



CHAPTER FIVE 
THE PRESIDENT 



Article ..seyentyone: 

The President is the head of the stat«4||i4,fM, 
exercise his pow«« fat l«f MiMvt. - mm^m mi 
iudieial ai^ita in Meordanee #f psiMidons 



Qf this Constitution and. laws of the Republic of 
Afghanistan. . 

■ .■ ' ■ ' . ' • ' . ■■ 

: Article seventyhror ' " ' 
• • ' . • • • ' 
The President shall be elected by a majority 
vote.of tb»«aembers of ^-La^ jirgah for a term 
of seven years. No person can be elected as Presid- 
ent for more than two terms. The President is acc- 
ountable and shall report to Loya Jirgah. The Loya 
Jirgah shall be called to elect a new President thi- 
rty days before the end of the term of office of the 
•outkointf President «••■■,■;■•-,.. 
Article seventythree: . " 

. Any ' Mi^lim citizen of the Republic of Afghan- 
istan who his completed' the age of forty and who 
and whose wife are bom of Afghan parents and 
enjoys civil and political rights can be elected Pres- 
ident .• 
• ., . . . i 

Article seventyfour ... . 

The President, after being elected, shall' take 
the following oath: • 

"I swear in the name .of Allah, the Almigbty, 
to protect the- principles of sacred religion of Islam, 
observe the constitution of the Republic of Afgh- 
anMtftiL «|^ wnprvise its implementation, safeguard 
ihF^^^^mm&^-ii^i^ Wf^^ and 
territorial integrity of Afghanistan, preserve the 
basic rights and freedoms of the citizens and exert 
■ all my efforts to ensure social justice, people's pro- 
speri^, strengthening of peace and progress of the 
country." _ " / 

• Article Seventy-Five: 

The President shall enjoy the following powers 
in addition to those entrusted to ium by • otbMT- 
. provisions of thij; Constitution: . 

2— To sipt Iwm and rerolatiof^ «f 
Assembly. '-'^ ' - 

3 — To nominate the I^isie 'minister Designate 
to form the government. 

4— To approve the appointment of Prime Minister, 
Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers after they 
receive the vote of confidence from the National 
A^embly, and to accept their resignation. 

5 — To convene and chair the sessions of the 
Council of Ministers, When f}ii!issary; 

6 — To delegate the power of judgement and 
to endorse the appointment, promotion and retire- 
ment of high-ranking judges, officials and off- 
icers in accordance with the law; 

7 — To take decisions on ascertaining public 
opinion or holding referendum mi ai»j<3r, p^tical, 
MKial and economic issues; 

8 — To pardon and remit sentences; 

9 — To accredit head^ of diplomatic missions of 
the Republic of Afghanistan to other countries and 
to iniMsmational organizations; 

' f(M- Accept the credentials of the heads of 
diplomatic missions of other countries to the Bep- | 
ublic of Afghanistan; 

11 — To proclaim a stale of Emergency, general 
aivl partial mobilization and their termination; 

To declare war and armistice in consonance 
Mrith the Loya Jirgah; • 

13 — To authorize the issuance of money and 
monetary reform, in accordance with .the law; 

14— To frant citizenship and asylum in accor- 
I dance with the law; 

15— To grant honourary orders, ni<^hii and 
titles in accordance with the law: 

1ft- To.a^^^m liMQ- aiifhem of the 
Bepublic of Afgha,ni,stan; > 

17— To cancel the laws and other legislatiTe 
instruments whose uneextSitndty with ^ Constit- 
ution is determined by the Constitutional Council; 

18 — To create the Presidential Administrative 
a^atus, 

19— To exercise other poves in aeeosdance 
with the law. 

The President is authorized to delegate' 
of his legal powers to the Vice-Pteaidents. 

Article seventyslz: ^ ^ \ • 

Preside^t^sjjaU jwntinue in offioe'tm" ^ 
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duties, the presidential functions 'iHall be entru^ifri ' 
to the first Vice-President i 

In case of permanent loss of ability to work, 
death or resignation of the President, the fiist 
Vice-President shall invite the Loya Jirgah within 
[one month to. elect * new President 

In the even of resignation, the President shall 
aubmit liis resignation directly to the'LejRfc Jiefafc, 

ClIAFrERSDC 
NATIONAL ASjmSLY 

t Article Seventy-Seven: 

"Rie NaUonal Assembly (parliament) ia the 
highest legislative body of the Repid>Iie et Afrhan- 
istan. 

Article seventyeight: 
The National Assembly consists of two houses: 
'House of Representatives and Senate. 
Article Seventy-Nine: 

The people's deputies to ti>e House of Represe- 
ntatives, shaU be elected through general, equal, 
iree, secret and direct voting for a legislative terra 
of five years, in accordance with the law. 

Members of the Senate (senators) are defeftjd 
and appointed in the following manner: 

1. Two persons from each province elected bv 
the people for a period of five years. 

2. Two persons from among the members of 
•each Provincial CouncU for a term of three years 

3. The remaining one third- of the mdmbeis 
■^all be appointed for a period of four yeare br 
the President from amongist the naUonal, cultural 
peisonabties. knowledgeable scholarly, prestiriom' 
andjBftipnf|_,^^li^,-.:;*'^ » ■ . 

Article eighty: . c 
. Tht number, conditions, procedure of election 
»nd appointment of the members of the National 
Assembly shall be regulated by law. 
r Article Eighty ooe: ' . 

Constitution, the National Assembly shall enjoy the 
iollowing powers: - , . >• ; . j 

^. 1. To approve, amend and xepeal lawa 'a^ 
>gisUtive decrees and td tei to th^' Ptea- 

%}ent for signature. • , 
•' 2. To interpret laws. " . • . " '. '• . ' 

il-i "^^ "^''^ ^ approve the annulment of 
bilateral treaties and to ratify accession to withd- 
rawal from international treaties. 

4. To approve socio^iMnomic' development pl- 
ans and endorse the goveriaihent's nport on 
their execution. 

5. To approve the state budget and evakillt^ 
the report on its execution. 

6. To establish admintetrative units and to 
make changes there to. 

7. To establish and abolish ministries. 

8. To decide on the appoiivtment and removal 
of Vice^Presidents on the basis of reconunendatlon 
and request of the President 

j9. To authorise the state to receive loans and 
£tint privileges of substantial importance in 
national economy, including monopoly. 

10. To institute by law, bononracy orders, med- 
als' and titles. 

11. To endorse the establishment of rrfationa with i 
other countries and International OTganisations. 

12. To elicit replies from the Prinse Miidster 
and other members of the governsnent conceminj^ 
peEf^rmafKew relat«d>te ^r aaUiority during in- 
JtMfKttattoa seaalaa. 

.Article eighty two: 

The House of Representatives shall have the 
following exclusive fMwers: 

1. To pass a vote of confidence or no-confidence 
in the Council of Ministers or one of its members. 

2. To take final decision on the draft plans for 
•economic and social development and the state bud- 
4lfet in the event of disagreement between the House 
of Representatives and the Senat 

Article Eighty-Three: 

Each house of the Natioiul Assembly shall app^' 
oint at its first session, a commission from asnmg 
its members to autheaticala the arcdantiak Tht 
eommissian shall repart tiie nt^te «f ttrfi^fai^ 
•to the relative house. 
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Alticle elfhtyfour: 

-The House of Representatives elects at its 
first session from among Its members an execu- 
tive committee coR)posed of a 
c^ainnen and two wafttortisi fbr 
of the legislature. ■ • 

The Senate elects from among ita members an 
executive committee comp>Qsed of a chairman for- 
■ "f^??^ Jjf .y««rs, two deputy, chairmen ' and 
tmf 'i^etttaries for a term of one' year. The chair- 
tnan of each house of the National Assembly Aall 
conduct and maintain order in the respective se»- 
, ions of the houses. In the abaeniee of ibtt <&uifammt 
■one of tht deputy chalnnni aJiatt discharge Us 
^■dntles. I, • 

- Article elshtyllve: 

^ The ordinary sessions of the National Assembly 
We ioM tt^er a year, in the first week of the month 
of Sunbuia and the first week of the month . of 
Hoot. Each regular session of the National Assembly 
shall not extend to more than three months. If the 
National Assembly is discussing the annual budget 

'<cH'<die development plan, its session shall' not be wo* 
und up before their endorsement. If the budget is 
not endorsed before the beginning of the fiscal 
year, the budget of previous year shall apply till 
the endorsement of the new annual budget 

^ extraordinary session of the National Ass- 
embly can be held on the decision of the President, 
request of chairman of • either house or of one 

: fifth of-membere of each house. 

fill:, Arllcle'«elg1ityriiia!ir.«a!' .-^iM..;,^^^ 
. I'-TTtlfe Ji6ijstt.tof •National iAspenibly jshall hold's^', 
parile or joint •Sessior>s;eThe;3QijJt ;Ses^i<>n6 of 'the. 
National 'Assembly are chaired alternatly by their 
chairmen. 

The President inaugurates and concludes the 
session of the National Assembly. The first s^on 
of National Assembly shall be summoned by the 
}»resident, thirty days after the conclusion of the 
«lcctions to the House of BepreseatalMic i ^ ' . 

Article elfhtyseven: 

The quorum for both houses of the National 
Assembly shall be completed when two third of the 
members of each house are present. The decision of 
^ch house is passed by ftilillipf%i»ii» of its total 
meinbenhip: >T-r-i-i. '..'tT 

Article eijthtyeight: . . - 

The separate and joint sessions of the bouses 
of National Assembly shall be opened, unless the 
houses decide to meet in closed sessions. The proc- 
etedings of the debates of both the houses shall be 
recorded. 

Article Elfhty-Nlne: 

Each house of the National Assembly shall 
elect from among its members standing commiss- 
ions for the preliminary conuderation and arrang- 
ement of the issues wi^ tts ^m^d^a ^mtx:^ 

lArticle ninety: 

Each house of the National Assembly is emp- 
owered to constitute investigation, auditing and - 
other temporary commissions as may be required. 

The tasks and. procedures of the investigation 

and auditing commissions shall be regulated by 
the respective houses of the National Assembly. 
Article ninetyone: 

Members of the House of KepresenUtjves have 
the Tight to put question to the Prime Minister or. 
any member of the government in the interpeUat- 
ions session. Answers to the quesUons shall be prese- 
nted in writing or orally. _ 

The House of Representatives can consider on 



the basU of the answers presented the motion of 
vote of confidence in the government. A governm- 
ent which fails to receive the vote cl confidence 
shall continue in office tiU a i»«w govenanent » 

formed. 

Article Ninety Two: ^ 

•Members of the Council of Ministers after obt-. 
fining the permiswon of the chairman of the sess-. 
ion, can attend the meetings of the NaUonarl Ass- 
embly having consuIUUve vote. 

Article ninety three? ' . - 
Members of the NatfttWit Assembly have the 
right to vote and express their views in separate 
and joint sessions. No member of the National Ass- 
embly shall be subjected to legal prosecution for 
a vote or views expressed inside or outside the 
National Assembly. ' 



Save In cases of prima facie evidence of crim- 
es, no member of the National Assembly can be arr- 
ested, detained or subjected to judicial survillance 
without the consent of the House concerned or With- 
out the consent of its executive committee during 
'"''Ihe interval between two sessions of the National 
■A.«aembly. If a member of the National Assembly 
is arrested on a prima facie case, the executive . 
committee of the house coneewied shall be^**™*'^- . 
Article Nlnetyfoor: 

The following authorities have the right to 
propose introduction, amendment and repeal of 
law in each'.house of. the National Assembly: 

1. The President. 

2. The Standing Commission of the National 
Anemhly. . . 

3; At least fMie tenth of laeni^rship of each 
house. 

4. The Council of Ministers. 

5. The Supreme Court. 

6. The Attorney General. 

In case, the .introduction, , amendment and 
the abolition of law cause increase of state's spen- 
dings and decrease its incomes, the earlier agreem- 
ent of the government shall be sought in this res- 
pect ' 

Article Nl»ety-Flve: 

Expeet'dHls^h^a'^^ni^rf^'iif'lhis ConsUt- 
ution, the decision of one of the houses related to 
powers descirbed under Article Eighty One shall 
'be delivered to the other house. If the decisions 
of one house is rejected by the other, a joint co- 
mmittee of eqcial number of members of either ho- 
use shall be set up. 

The decision of the joint committee which has 
been adopted on the baids of two thirds of votes 
of the committee tnembere shall enter into force 
after it is signed by the President. 

If the joint conunittee fails to resolve differen- 
ces, the matter shall be discussed in the joint se- 
ssion of the National Assembly and decision taken 
by a majority vote of the members of the Joint 
"^HESsion. 

Article Ninety Six: 

Decisions of the National Assembly are enfor- 
ced after their signature by the Prestdent." 

■ In easje the President does not agree with the 
decisions of the National Assembly, he can retom 
them to the National Assembly within 30 . ' days 
irosQ^the date of recept along with his reasons. 
' AHm^ik eiapfie of this period, and also if . the 
.session of the National Assembly endorse the de- 
■ cision in its next, sessions with two thirds votes 
of its members, the decision shall become effec- 
tive and the President shall sign it. 
Article Ninety Seven: 
In consultation with the chairmen of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, the Prime Mi- 
nister, and the Chief Justice, the Chairman ' • of 
the Constitution Council, . the President can, decl- 
are the dissolution of the House 0^ Representat- 
ives or the National Assembly presenting reasons 
of justification. ' 

Reelection shall be held within thirty daj-s 
after the c^issolution of the House of Representat- 
ives or the 'National Assembly. 

The.new House of Representatives or the Nat- 
ional Ai^Mhtiiy, 'cannot be dissolved one year after 
W re-el&ttion. 

The'HbW of Representatives or the N«^t|si|al 
A&MiS^W^%t! di^lved during tlw UmM^ 
months of office of the I^esident ' 
Alticle ninetyelfht: 

The laws and resolutions of the National Ass- 
embly shall be published in Pashtu and Dari langu- 
ages and can be published in the languages 
othfr nationalities of the country as well. 
Article Ninety Nine: 

Procedures for functioning of the sessions of 
National .A^embly and its standing commissions 
shall be regulated by the related session, in confor- 
mity with the |HX>visions of the enforced laws. 



— Prime Minister. 

— Deputy Prime Ministers; 

— Ministers. 

Article one hundred and one: 

The Prime Minister designate shall pre- 
sent to the first session of the House of Re- 
presentatives the home and foreign policy line 
of the government and the composition of His 
government for seeking the vote of confiden- 
ce of the House. After receiving the vote of 
confidence and approval of the President, the 
Prime Minister shall present the doinestic and 
foreign policy line and introduce members of 
the government to the^^Senate. 

Article one hnndred aiid two: 

The Coundl of Ministers is responsible to 
the House of Representatives and the President and 
shall submit reports to them. 

Article One Ilandred and Three: 

The Council of Minister shall have ike follow- 
ing duties and powers: 

1. To fornnilate and implement domestic an# 
foreign policies. 

2. To ensure the execution of matters related 
to the national economy; to formulate the socio- 
economic development plans, prepare the state bud- 
get, implement plans and budgets and report tO' 
the National .Assembly on their execution. 

3. To adopt measures for defending the interests 
of the public, to protect all forms of legal prope- 
rties, to ensure public order and security and 
safeguard the rights and freedoms of the citizens. 

4. To guide foreign relations, to establish dipl- 
omatic ties and to conclude agreements with other 
states and international larptnisations aec^r^M, 
to law. 

5. To create offices and organs related to the 
Council of Ministers with the api»roval of the Pre- 
sident 

6. To approve regulations and rul« within 
its powers according to law. 

7. To submit the Regulations, Rules and Resol- 
utions of the Council of Ministers to the President. 

8. To execute other powers according to law. 

Article one hundred Jand four: 

In the interval between sessions of the Nati- 
onal Assembly and in the event of dissolution 
of the House of Representatives. the Council 
of MInisteiiB may, if urgently required. iss- 
ue legislative ordinances on matters within the 
powers of the NaUonal Assembly, excluding 
matters relating to budget and financial affa* *^ 
Irs. These legislative ordinances shall come 
into force after signature by the President. 

The Council of Ministers shall submit to the 
first periodic session of the National Assemb- 
ly for approval the legislative ordinances whi- 
ch are promulgated in accordance with the 
pnndsions of this Article. If the ordinances 
are rejected by the National Assembly, they be- 
come void from that date. In the interval betw- 
een two sessions of the National Assemblv or^ 
in the period of dissolution of the. House of 
Representatives, the President may. on the 
recommendation of the Prime Minister, appo- 
or dismiss any member of the govemm- 
The matter shall ^iMn he stihmitled to 



ClLArTER SEVEN 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 



jy^icle One Ilundivd: 

Ite €»iatidl of Mii^rte» (fowemsni^l 
highest executive body of the Republie of Afghani- 
stan. 

The Council of Ministen is composed of: 



int 
ent 

the first session of the 
es to decide upon. 
^ Article One Ilundred and Five: 

.She government is dissolved under the following 
conditions: 

1. Resignation of Prime Minister. 

2. Incurable and long-lasting sickness or death 
JUsrrime Minister. 

3. Withdrawing, the vote of confidence by the 
house of representatives of the government. 

4. End of the le^ative term of the House of 
Representatives. • • 

3. Dijsoltrtlon of the House of Representative* 
or National Assembly. 

In all those conditions the dissolved gover- 
.^anumt ihall carry on its activities under one of thoie 
persons mentioned in the article 100 Of the Cons- 
titution and who is appointed by the " President 

Article one hundred and six: 

The organization, composition, and scttvl- 
ties of theCouncU of Ministers tkt»B hlt n0&- 
ated.^y law, -r n. - - 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
JUDICIARY 
Article One Hundred «|id ScTipii: > , . 

^<leiiiy is an indepeni!lHwt*4^pofi«R^ «f "4^ 



St^e-iv = . .: 
Article One Hundred arid Etglit: 

■ ••■ ;/vfW^env5fit iiQ.uttl«.jiH«pyl?ljc of Atghanistan ehaU 

bej^ verec^*on^g)if '5>ej^^t)t iirbict^jdariccawith ithe 

The judiciary 'body is"^ composed of the Siipr- 
«mc Court and other courts which are formed "in 
accordance with the lavr. . • . 

Article one hundred and nine: 

The Supreme Court, as the highest judici- 
al ■ organ heads " the unified system of judi- 
ciary in the country' and is composed of the 
chief justice, deputy chief justices and judges. 

The Supreme Court shall, in accordance 
with the provisions Hi ^m^m^m^' '^ ^ act- 
ivities of the courts and ensure the uniform 
application of law by courts. 
Article One Hundred and Ten: 
The Chief Justice, Deputy Chief justices and 
judges ei the Supreme OHHtiriiall be appointed 
in accordance wjth the law by the President, 

The Chief Justice is accountable to the President 
■and shall report to him. 

Article one hundred and eleven: . . 

The courts shall be independent in their jud- 
gement and shall submit only to the law. 

Trial and verdict by courts «teiU be based on 
the principle of equality M-mt^ bef<»c-M^ 
law and the court. 

Article one hundred and twelve; " • "* 

. ]^**Ji"'*!*' >S^*W the "provisions dl 

the <^fiiMtien mS' ■ Wife of the Republic of 
Afghanistan in the cases under their consider- 
ation; When no explicit provision exists in the' 
law, the court shall. following the provisio- 
^ . ^m*^ *>V render a decision th- 

at ig^esjt^ W the best possible way. 
Article one hundred and thirteen 
Trial in the 
hanistan shall '. 
ditions under which 

ucfted in closed trials shall be determined by 
law. . • •• 

The verdict of the court ah^ be i 
openly in all circumstances. • . 
Article one hundred and (fourteen: 
. The trial and judgement by the courts shall 
be conducted in Pashtu . and Darl languages or 
. in the languate tl** mijortty 'of toe^restdeiiis' 
of ■ the place. If a- party to the case does not imder- 
stand the language in ' which the trial is cond- 
ucted, he has the right to become acquai- 
nted . with the materials and documents of 
the; .tase- through an interpretor and the rig- 
ht to address the court in his mother tongue. 
Article one hundred vid fifteen: 
The verdict by the court shall contain 
the statement of reasons- and. evidence. • 

The final verdict oi the court is binding 
except in • the am «f •. a death sentence 
which is executed after the appemil M the 
President. ; •. 

Article one hundred and sixteen: ' ■ • ^ 

* <®«sni»*it»<>n, powers and 
of work of tiie courts shall be regul- 
ated fey law. 

Article One Hundred and Seventeen: 
The Attorney Office of the Republic of Afghan*^ 
isUn is a unified system based on the principle of 



Article One Hundred and Twenty: 

JjurUde on, bimared and twenty one: 

• ■ « . , CHA PTER T EN 

. CONSTITDTION' 
COUNCH, 

/urUcle one hundred tad twentytwo: • 
The Constitution Council »u u 

of Afghanistan shair ,on2^ the Republic 

the. conformity ,of- ' Lws,''™Ser 

documents -and International 
■ the Constitution. 



ensure 
legislative 
treaties .with 



AHlele One Hundred and Twoitr Ti»J..- ' 
. Th« ConstltuUon Council sh Jl^,SrfK , „ 
. owing powers: , . 77 - «^*«>«e the foU- 

1. - Evaluate the conformity of laws, legislative 

^ decrees Sfei imem^m^ iMMtll|l'J!M .f^.{|aqii|i>' 
ution. 

2. Give legal advices to the President on Cons- 
titutional matters. 

Article one hundred and/ twentyfour: ' 
In order to exercise its powers 1^ llSMiiil^! 
ution Council has the right to: 

1. Scrutinize the legislative docuirients 
passented for the President's signature and 
express opinion on ■ their conformity with 
the Constitution of the Republic of Afghanistan. 

2. Submit concrete proposals to the' President 
on measures regarding the development of legi- 
slative affairs as required by the Constitution. 
• . Article One Hundred and) Twenty Five: 

The Constitution Council 'shaU.-i be composed ,of 

and eight 
iVPi"e6ident » • 

ili' 'biSq *}iiiharaid^ !M?4'"t Wtf" t 

THe ConstifUteK "Cohnai'isV ^ account?l)Je to 
the President and shall report to-him. * • ' ' . 

Article one hundred and twenty seven: 
The organization and procedure of activi- 
ty of the Constitution, Council i^dl W i*gu- 
latedbylaw. " ' » , ^ ^ 



CHAPTER ELEVEN 
ADMINISTRATION 
Article One Hundred and Twenty Eight: 
The administration in the Republic of Afghan- 
istan is based on units of. the central and local 
administration -which are regulated in accordance 
with the law. 

The local administration in the Republic . of 
Afghanistan consists of the administrative 'units of 
provinces, districts, cities and precincts. 

The units are led by governors, district ch- 
iefs, mayors, and heads of precincts. 

Pl-oyincial and district councils shall be set 
up, in accordance with the law, in every province 
and district. The provincial and district councils 
each shall elect one of their membeis as chairman 
and secretary. 

Article One Hundred and Twentynine: 



wwn IS a umiieo system based on the principle of ^ ?^ Provincial and District Councils shall take ' 
centralism and shall consist of the • Office of the accordance with the law, in maintaining the 

Attorney Genera] and offices of other Attorney* ^ffe*S**^ objecUves of the State in the area 
which are set up in accordance with the law. - T*".^^* recommendations to the Administra- 

CHAPl'ER NINE 



tion for the improvement and development of the 
affairs concerned. Memb€ of the provincial and das- 
.trict councils shall be paid pn»per attendance, fees. 



. /..Ajrtide One Hundred and Thirty: 

To manage the affairs of dUes and predncts, 
sessions of municipaliUes and precincts are held in 



ATOOI^^Yr OFFICE 

ArUm m ftnnfired and eirhteen: • 

ITie Attorney* General shalMead the acti- 
vities of the attorney offices of the country. 

The attorney offices are independent in the 
performance of their duties and are subleel = """"'""P*""*^ 

file tel. .nd the AttorSy Sneral *"^^*^.#«ordance with the l«v. 

Article One Hundred and Nineteen: Appwpnat* attendance fees shall be paid to 

The Attorney GeneraJ and Deputy Attorney' *h* ?»["clpan*a of the sessions ^ of immicipalities 
Generals are appointed by the fl^i^dent in acconl-Sffl^J'^iF»«fr- ^ • 
ance with the law. 

The Attomey 6^ei«| is tccoonUble to the 
President and shall report to Wm. 



In' connection with election of Representatives 
to the Loya Jirgah and Woiesi Jirgah, K^bul city 
and its precincts are equal to a province and Woles- 
. walies, respectively. .. * 

■ Article One Hundred and Tliirty One: 

■ ^Affairs related to the central and local Admin- 
istrations as well as job safety and constancy and 
other issues related to the employees shall be reg- 
•ulated by law. . • ■ ' 



CHAPTER TWELVE 
.FOREIGN POLICY 



Ajllcle one hundred and thirtytwo: 

The foreign policy . of the Republic of- Afgha- 
nistan rests on ensuring the national intere- 
sts, consolidation of independence and nation- 
al sovereignty, territorial integrity of the 
country. ■ preservation of world peace and se- 
_ curity, .peaceful coexistence, equality of rig- 
hts and all-round development of ItdmBoXim^ 
■ cooperation. ' . ' . . v n 

Article one hundred and thirtythrec: 

The Republic of lAfghanistan respects and 
, observes the UN Charter, the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights and other accepted 
principles and norms of international law. 
■ Article one hundred and thirtyfour: 

The Republic of Afghanistan pursues the' 
policy of non-alignment as a significant princi- 
ple )of the state's foreign policy and as one 
of. the founders of the non-aligned movement 
strives for achieving its objectives. 

Article one hundred thirtyflve:. 

The Republic of Afghanistan 
of establishing and consolidation 
ly relations with all countries, 
the neighbouring and Islamic ones, 



- is favour 
of friend- 
particularly 
irrespect- 



ive of their -socio-political and economic syst- 
ems, based on the prindpl« of equality of 
. rights, mutual respect of independence, nation- 
al sovereignty, territorial integrity,, non- 
, interference in each other's internal affairs, 
non-resort to force or threat of use of for- 
ce, denunciation of all forms of • interference 
and aggression and sincere fulfilment of inter- 
national.' commitments in . accordance with, the 
V accepted principles and norms • of!, international 
law. ■ • 

Article One Hundred and Thirty Six: . 
The Republic of Afghanistan supports- the. 
struggle of peoples and nations for peace, national 
independence, democracy, social progress and the" 
fright of nations to self-determination and fights 
against colonialism, neoe()te^a}ism^ Zioi^m, r«e» 
ism. Apartheid and fas dsn. 
• . Article one liioidxedi and fldrtyseven: 

The Republic of Afghanistan supports the 
sbuggle for . total disarmament, ..cessation of 
_;«nns ;;iace' on earth and . in. space, • non- 
proliferation and elimination of nuckar ahd 
diemical weapons- and other kinds of Weap- 
ons of mass destruction, dismantling of aceress- 

internftS 

tensions and establishment of new and just int- 
. «mational economic and information order. • 
Article one hundred and thirtyeight: 
War propaganda is forbidden . in the Republic 

of Afghanistan. 



CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS >^r-.= 



Article one hundred and thirtynine: 
The Constitution of the Republic of Afgha- 
nistan . has the highest legal cr,edibility. Laws 
and other • legislative documents shall be fram- 
^..ed ii)^cpnformity with IL . • 

Article one hundred and forty:' ^" 
.-^rhe state and all its organs shall furvction on 
the basu of this Constitution and the laws of 
the Republic of AfghanisUn and 'ertsure ' leg- 
al order, interests ' of the sodety, ' rights 
and legal interests of the citizens. Suie 
cooperative, mixed and private insUtutions, political 
parties, sodal organisation, and officials in char- 
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ge and cUizens are obliged to observe the Constit- 
ution and the laws of the Republic of Afghanistan. 
^ Article one hundred and forlyone: ' 

Amendments to the Constitution shall be 
made by the Loya Jirgah. Decision on introduc- 
ing amendments to the Constitution shall be <vi 
the proposal of the President or • proposal of 
one third and approval of two third ef the 
members of the National Assembly. 

In this case, the I*resident . convenes the Lo- 
ya Jirgah. If the Loya Jirgah finds the propo- 
sal qualified, it shall introduce . the am- 
_endments in : €awrtttutl«n,"> -«P^i«mise, it 

shall reject the proposal. • ^ 

Annendment of the Constitution in a state 
of emeiTpfjury it not «l^aNMli . , | 

Article One Hundred and Fortytwo:- 

Salaries of the President, Vice Presidents, me- 
mbers of the National Assembly, Prime Minister, 
Beputy Prime Minister, cabinet members. Chief 
Justice Vice-President and members of the Supreme 
Court, Chairman and Secretary ol the Constitut- 
ion Council, Attorney General and Dep«% 
ney Generals shall be fixed by -law. 

Article One Hundred and Forty Three: . 

Whenever the preservation of the independ- 
ence, national sovereignty territorial integrity and 
internal security becomes impossible through cha- 
nnels provided for in the' Constitution due to War, 
danger- of war, tunmoil or the similar conditions, 
state of emergency may be proclaimed ' by the • 
President' in consultation with the chairmen . of 
the chambers of the National Afisembly, • • Prime' 
Minister, Chief Justice and Chairman of the Cons- 
titution Council. ' ■ ' '" ■••^ 
' • ■ If the state of emergency shall last more ' than 
three months, the consent of «»?-;ti|NS«i«i^ «Mls.: 
condition for its extension/ 

Article one hundred and loityfour: 

The President shall have the foIktwiAg fm- 
ehs in a state of emergency. ■ . 

1. Extennon of the tenure of the National 
Assembly. - ■ " 

2. Delegation of powers of tfte Nattonaf' A»- 
embly in part to the Council of Ministers. 

3. Delegati(^n of powers of courts in part 
spedal courte and military courts. 

4. Suspension and or limitation of Articles 30,44,45. 
4C.49.50 and the last item of article 51, articles 
53 and GO of the Constitution. 

5. Exercise of other powers in accordance 
mOi the law. 

Article one hundred and fortyflve: 
International treaties previously entered into 
by the Republic of Afghanistan and conventions 
joined by it. if found repugnant to the provisiojis 
of the laws of the Republic of Afghanistan, shall 
l^vej^eendancy. 

Article One Hundred and Forty Six: 
Investigation into the allegations levelled aga- 
. inst the President, Vice-Presidents, members of 
the adrainittraUXf ><><»»« two' houses of Nat- 
ional Assembly, ^me Minister. Deputy Pnme 
Ministers, members of the Council of Ministers. 
Chief Justice. Vice-Presidents and members of the 
Supreme Court, Attorney General and his deputies 
and the chairman of the Constitution Council, 
^ and procedures for their trial shall be regulated by 
a special law. 

Article One Hundred and Forty Seven: 
In the Republic of Afghanistan those who the- 
mselves or their wives or husbands are not from 
Afghan parents, cannot be appointed as Vice Pres- 
ident, Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Min- 
ister. Chief Justice, Attorney General, high-rank- 
ing Officer (in accordance wltb tiM( jWir| " and 
diplomatic civil servant 

Allele one hnndred and fortyelrht: 
On the enactment of this Constitution, the Fund- 
amental Principles of the ' Republic of 
Afghanistan shall be abrogated. 

The laws and other legislative documents adop- 
ted prior to the enactment of thb Constitution shall 
remain valid, provided they, are ?w»l repugnant to 
the provisions of this Constitution., 

Article One Hundred and Forty Nine: 
Tto' constitution is enforced from the date of 
its endorsement by the Loya Jirgah and is proclai- 



to 



med after the President's signature. 

The amendment in this constitution is enforced 
from the date of its endorsement by the Loya Jir- 
gah and. is proclaimed after the p|i|^d«nt's sigria- 

turet.'--.-- ; . •• • ■ . ' 
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peace froot 
fouoders 




^ABUL. JULY 16 (BIA) 
In the yesterday's seas- 
ion <»f the Founding mem- 
bers of tli^l*eace Pxont 
of Afghanistan (OPFA) he- 
ld in Aryana Hotel with 
Afbdul fii^iin ^I^SfM Cb- 
airmam of the Peasants' 
National Alliance of Afg- 
haniistan (PNAA) in the 
chair the draft of the int- 
ernal relations of the ses- 
sion of the founding mc- 
mbern of the PFA was 
readout by Habibul Ra- 
hman the representative 
of the Union of the 
f'eace and Progre- 
ss Strugglers of Afghanis- 
Urn. (UPPSA). , 1 . 
Then. the organisatio- 
nal structure of the FTA 
was readout by Notif JWf- 
bar Payesb and the 
■eaeion unanimouslv endo- 
rsed the oigtfWWwg tum- 
mittees of the pres.s mai- 
taining relations with 
the personalities and 
armed commanders and 
drafting a programme at 
action and a charter with 
a total compo.sitioii of 120 
persona. 

Afterward;--. th«? list of 
the organising body of 
the PFA was readout by 
Abdul Qadeer Ksmel me- 
mber nf tht leading bodv 
of the Islamic fParty of 
the People of Afghanistan 

the issue. 35 persons were 
ejected as mem*bers of 
the organteing bcdv M 
tiie PFA. 

The compo.<Utior. of the' 
membcsn of the seti^atfo^ 
aAe and the comnrittees of 
the session of the Found- 
ing Members of the PFA 
were assigned apd propos- 
ed io the first session of 
the organiaing foody of 
the iPiFA. FimOly Cani^ste 
lAcadennidian (Mohanvnad 
Ibrahdm Attaie was elec- 
ted as Chairman and Abd- 
ul Hakim Tawana and 
Sherkh Ali Ahmad Fakoor 
Chairman of the Coordin- 
ation center of Hazara Na- 
tionality as deputy chair- 
men and Noor Al^ittr Pa- 
yesh and Albdul Ghafar 
Sharifi General Secretary 



Organisation pf Afghanis- 
tan as secretaries of the 
session of the founding 
members of the PFA. 
Similarly the mwrAers 

of the six cinrunittees of 
the session of the foundi- 
ng memibers were endors- 
ed and at the end ffie dra- 
ft of the messages of the 
founding members of the 
PPA addressed to the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan and 
the United Nations Org- 
anisation were readout 
and endorsed. 

At the end of the 
first session of the fo- 
unding members of the 
PiFA, Candidate Academe 
ician Mohammad Ibrahim 
Attaie Chairman of the 
session of the founding 
members &t the FFA pl- 
edged in his speech that 
he will spare no efforts 
in mcArilizing the peace- 
loving forces and ensu- 
rrng nation-wide peace 
in the country and will 
perform bis national. 
. Afghani and Islamic mi- 
ssion in tti 



The work of the 
ion of the founding me- 
mbers was concluded wi- 
th prayers by Mawlawi 
AMui Aziz Qaisari me- 
imtr of the High CotSHM 
cil of Ulema and Cler- 
gymen of Af^Anytani 
and passing a resoltition. 



m 7/16 



Turkoman 

Rugs IMl 
A Tale 
Of War 

JOYCE LOWE, a rug 
buyer for the carpet- 
store chain Sandler & 
Worth, traveled to Pakistan 
in May and retiinied with a 
cache of colorful flat-weave 
rugs made by Turkoman no- 
mads, reft^ees from Afghan- 
istan. But while the tech- 
■ niques and colors are tradi- 
ticotal, ^tl€»i^ reflect the 





experieaeeitf a ocmitfy 
war. 

The rugs depict guns, hand 
grenades, mines, tanks and 
airplanes; crosses commem- 
orate tbc dead. Woiven into 
each rug is a geometric de- 
sign that identifies the tribe 
its maker belongs to. 

The rugs range from 2 feet 
by 4. to 6 feet by 9, and cost 
from $400 to $1,500. Sandler & 
Worth has 18 stores in West- 
chester, Lcmg Island, New 
Jersey and Connecticut 

NYT 7/20 V 
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Draft Programme pf Peace Front 



In the name of Allab, 
the Mo6t Merciful, #M5^. 
Most Benificent, 



A— IN THE POLITIC- 
AL SPHERE: 

The peace frcmt of 
Afghanistan struigglei 
and functions in the foll- 
owing spheres: 

1— Afghanistan is an 
IsLaimic country and Is- 
lam is its sacred reli^on. 
Observance and respect 
of the fundamentals of 
Mlam, facilitating aipp- 
ropriate conditions for pe- 
rformance of ii^ligious ri- 
M i^y^'Of' 0ther rel-' 
igions are the main dut- 
ies of the peace front of 
Afghanistan. 

2— The peace front of 
Afghanistan is a vast po- 
litical organization iwhl- 
ch in proportion to its 
possl^bilities, along other 
farces outside the front, 
nvanifests the sovereign- 
ty .within the council of 
unity of the "interim go. 
vernmen" and under app- 
ropriate situation throji- 
gh convocation of gene- 
ral, free, secret and dii^ct 
electioms iwUl p»ave the 
ground for the transfer 
of political power to 
the people of Afghanist- 
an. 

The peace front of 
Afghanistan will . funct- 
ion in an origanised and 
hanmonised manner in 
the parliamentary elect- 
ions and will take active 
part in the formation of 
a broadKbaaed coalition 

Q^PMMpnent. - 

3— — All the political, iso- 
ciaJ forces, parties, ref- 

i*Sim-^»«™ande- 
re iifttfloical Me'd grou- 
ps, political circles, inte- 
llectuals, scholars, reli- 
gious ftgures, national 
personalities, including 
men and iwotnen inside 
and outside the country, 
retain the right to particip- 
ate in the organisation of 
the Unity Council and in 
th« interim goverrLment. 

4 — The share of the 
ptarticipatin^g forces at 
the unity council and in 
the interim government 
will |>e in proportion to 
their role in ensuring pe- 
ace, defence-' of indepen- 
dence, national sovereig- 
nity ajid tonitonai inte- 
grity of Afghanistan. 



For the defence of 
the homeland, indepen- 
dence, nation^ soverei- 
gnty, ind terri^ial inte- 
grity, for the tenmination 
of war, ensUMnte of uni- 
versal peace,' national 
unity and rehabilitation 
of the country. 

6— fo settle the inter- 
nal differences, in the 
territoory of Afghanistan, 
through ne^iiMim ai^ 
talks; the conflicting iss- 
ues in accordance with 
the wemm^ aationftl co- 
nfidence, cooperation. Is- 
lamic I brotherhood and 

.the accepted traditions itf 
tt^ i^ple of Afghanis- 
tan, 

7 — For the return ho- 
me of the refugees, utili- 
sing different sources; 
guaranteed safety for 
provision of resettlement, 
work opportuni-ty, ensur- 
•nce of necessary assista- 
nce and service for th- 
em. 

8— For strengthening 
the political system of 
the multi-party coalition 
system in the countr;sr th- 
rough provision of'fi^lfed- 
om and democracy for 
the political and social 
organisation; 'regardless 
of the pohvival ideology 
and political thinking, 
and similarly, for the 
freedom of belief among 
the jnasses and and 
other freedoms, %i^Tiin- 
ed in the Universal De- 
claration of Human Rig- > 
hts. 

9— For the draft and 

endorsement of the con- 
stitution and its amendr 
jnent and solution of vi- 
tal political issues, invite 
the Loya Jii«ah and 
will take an active pit 
in its convocation. 

10— It will take act- 
ive part in the eUctien 
campaign for the staite 
power organs and in acc- 
ordance with the new law 
on elections of local cou- 
ncils, the memibers of the 
peaoe front of Afghanis- 
tan will defend unitedly. 

11— Will forward its 
legal initiatives and pr- 
oposals about bhe enfor- 
cement and abolition of 
laws to the National As- 
senn^ly. Similarly, the 
peace front of Afghanis- 
tan has e parliamentary 
unit which fitnetions in 
aocordance with a joint 
programme and harmon- 



ises mutual relations am- 
ong the two bodies. 

12 — For ensurance of 
freedoms and rights of 
the Afghan nationals thr- 
ough consolidation of le- 
gality. 

13 — For consolidation 
bf national i^ity and 
principled solution of 
national issues through 
ensurance of political, 
economic, social and cul- 
tural equity among the 
entire nationalities, tri- 
bes and strata of the co- 
untry, sti-uggle apitei^ 
deviative tendencies na- 
ttonalism, hegenionism, 
communalisnrk atii jj^iltei . 
.al discord, 

14 — i'or rehaiwiitation, 
preservatiuii of favourite 
cultural, oustoiiiis and 
tradition of all nationali- 
ties, tniibcs and clans and 
ensurance of appropriate 
grounds for their futuie 
growtii. 

15— For exchange of 
prisoners of war, rdease 
of all political prisoners, 
excluding tftiose who ha - 
ve comifdMe^ terroristic 
activities and indulged 
in bounbs explosions. 

16 — Fm- emumiee ef 
permanent neutrality 
and demilitarisation of 
Afghanilltan, through 
ncluding international ac- 
cord guaranteed by neig- 
fjftkKiring countries and 
the super powers, under 
the supervision of the 
iMted -Nations Organds- 

B- IN THE EG^ii- 
iC SPHERE: 

ghanistan will function 
and struggle on the foll- 
o#itig spheres: 

17 — For restoration of 
properties and transferr- 
a$)le «nd tn«trai«!i«»<al^ 
wealth of the people to 
their original owners. 

18— - To encourage and 
develop state, mixed, pr- 
ivate, coopercitive and 
other economic sectors. 

19— To ensure the gr- 
owth and develo^nnent of 
agriculture and cattle 
breading sector throu^ 
cul'tivatitig- #i6 a*raMe m- 
nds, constructing divers- 
ion dams and irrigation 
systems through supply- 
ing and distribution of 
ferldlizeis, unproved se- 
eds, parades and ^upe- 
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ctdcides, agricviltural ian- 
pdements and other serv- 
ices. 

20— To expand ag- 
ricultural, consumer, pro- 
ducer, supply and marke- 
ting and other type of 
cooperatives on volunf*' 
ary ba^. 

21— To fix the price of 
the surplus agricultural 
and dairy products for 
raising the economic lev- 
el of the members of the 
agricultural cooperatives. 

22— ^ To attract and en- 
cswritge workers, craft- 
smen, national traders 
and capital holders, opp- 

-^eaition field commande- 
rs and armed groups and 
other social strata for 
acceleration of growth 
of nation-economy and pr- 
ovision of financial assis- 
tance and custom credits. 

23— To rehabilitate the 
factories, plaints and ot- 
her industrial institutions 
which have been dama- 
ged or deanoMshed as a 
result 4^ war and to dev- 
elope and strengthen 
handicraft machinary es- 
tablishnMMs. - • 

24— To protect and su- 
pport Iftie national hand- 
icraft and .machine ind- 
ustries aigainst the fore- 
ign goods and capitals. 

25 — To ensure suitable 
conditions for the circul- 
ation of foreign capitals 
and to attract experts in 
various socio-economic 
spheres. : 's<c 

26— - To expand the tr- 
ansportation networks for 
apeedin^ tiip the process 
of carrying of passenger 
coods and to arengthen 

' Sie transport unlom and 
companies with the par- 
ticipatUm of state, mix- 
ed and private sectoiB. 

27 - To develop dom- 
estic and foreign trade 
throu^ state, mixed, pr- 
ivate and cooperative se- 
ctors in confomdty with 
high interests of the co- 
untry. 

2&— To reconstruct da- 
iiu., canals, streaans, dra- 
inages and other irrigat- 
ion establishments whi- 
ch were damaged or de- 
molished in war. 

29 — Proper exploi-Uoa 
of the natural -resources 
arid mines for the all-sid- 
ed growth of the national 
economy. 

30— To control jRriceSj 
remove inflation to 
prevent it in the natawiaJ 



economy as per the new 
laws and regulations. 

31 — To expand the ca- 
ttle breeding activities 
of nomads through cre- 
ation of pastures and ren- 
dering health, and veter- 
inary sefl'ices: ' 

32 — To preserve, pro- 
tect and expand torest- 
fM"'Mnd pastures: ' 

33 — Proper utilization 
of the state budget atid 
ianprovement of the tax- ' 
ation system on the bas- 
is of preference of direct 
taxation over indirect 
taxation and to'ward ob- 
serving financial discip- 
line. 



C— IN THE 
SPHERE: 



SOCIAL 



— Peace Front of Afg- 
hanistan struggles apd 
functions in the follow- 
ing spheres: 

34— Rehabilitation and 
constructioai of mosques. 
taMas, jamaatkhanas, 
Holy places. Religious 

I madrasas, schools, heal- 
th centres. Kinoergart- 
ens, roads and other soc- 
ial establishments which 
were damaged or demol- 
ished as a result of war 
and to expand the render- 
inig of such social servic- 
es in the villages and cit- 
ies in future. 

35 — To assist the fami- 
lies who lost one or sev- 
eral of their members as 
a result of war regardless 
that they belong dn whi- 

_ ch conflicting side. The 
handicapped, orphans and 
poor families and i& "ika- 
ist in establishing spec- 
ial institutions for the 
wounded, elders and pa- 
tients difficult to l9e. tre- 
ated. 

, 36 — To ensure the pol- 
itical and social right oi 
the women in all spheres 
of the fife of society to 
expand creches,, kinder- 
gartens and nurseries 
and to workout * spedal 
programme on mother 
and child care. 

37-— To struggle aga- 
inst the bribery, emoe- 
zzlement, speculation, 
economic sabotage, ab- 
use of public propertv, 
smuggling, drug addict- 
ion, bureaucracy and va- 
rious types of social and 
moral ills and to safegu- 
ard and defend the pub- 
tic properties and tlie 
nights and properties of 
the citizens of the coun- 
try. 



33— Elimination of ill- 
itercy, generalisation of 
literacy, expansion of 
general and vcv.-atioaia) 
education of the highei 
educational dnstitutioMS. 
training of natdoinal ca- 
dres in proportion to the 
iiequirements of the soc- 
io-econociiic growth and 
^nsura^ice of appropriate 
rights atid priviliges fo» 
tiie national cadres. 

3ft--- To ensure jnoiral 
arvd njaterial Hfe erf tl» 
workers, ennployees a-id. 
service perionnel throu- 
gh paying a just allow- 
ance and to ensure pans- 
ion rights to control and 
fix the price of essential 
and carisuiner goods and 
to improve the woi-k and 
recreation conditions lor 
thein. 

40_ To -tackle tlie she- 
lter problem gradually, 
through fomiulation and 
expansion of city projects, 
to construct state jnixed, 
private and cooperative 
- residential apartments 
and to assign an autlmrit- 
ativ»' delegation for the 
clurificaLiun of thf forJn- 
distribution tiystem od 
tfie state apartmienli. ain<1 
other residential projecli 
in the capital and provin- 
ces. 

41 - *To assist the cler- 
gymen and religious ule- 
ma and to provide facili- 
ties for observing pilgr- 
image aind Kar'bala and 
other religious rites. 

42 — To provide favor- 
aible conditions for the 
voluntary settlement of 
nomadte. 

43 — Complilation and 
implementation of decr- 
ees' ^md laws on social 
insurances. 

44— To pi^eserve the 
moral and material cul- 
ture of the People of 
Afgharustaii through saf- 
eguarding the historical 
monumients and to wank 
and provide suitable co- 
nditions for the future gr- 
owth of the culture in the 
country. 

45 — To remove overre- 
cruitment in the state 
organs throughout the 
country. 

46 — To ensure suita- 
ble conditions for the ac- 
tivities of men of culture, 
artists, scholars, doctors 
and experts and to iix 
just allowances and firiv- 
ileges for them. 

47 — To ensure social 
rights and freedoms for 
youth, ; students, teach- 
ers and other strata in 
the society. 



48 — To safeguard and 
expand the recrciational 
parks thuoughout the 
country and to adopt spe- 
cific measures for the 
greenery of the cities for 
preservation of the living 
environment. 

49— To workout and 
implement the piogram- 
mes of the prophylactic 
ah'd Ttiritrve tnedicine su- 
pply of safe drinking wa- 
ter and envlronnient 
iifiritatkin. 

IM)— To nourish the tal- 
ents of the youth and to 
develop physical exerc- 
ises. 

51 - - To improve the i 
living conditions in the 
custiud'ies and jaili - in | 
the country. > 

52— To democratize the \ 
work conditions of Radio- 
TV and other mass-mediii 
as per the requirieonents 
of the new p(4i1|eii|: i^t* 
tetii" '? " . 

D— IN THE SP1I£KE 
OF THE INTERNATION- 
AL RELATIONS. 

The F>eace front of Afg- 
hanistan struggles and 
functions fiAkm- 
BTLg spheres; 

53— To follow the non- 
aligned and neutral pol- 
icy, free judgernent in 
the international issues 
and peaceful co-existen- 
nce. 

54— To consolidate mu- 
ttitfly beneficial relat- 
ions with the neighbour- 
ing and Islamic and 
other countries of the wo 
fid on the basis of resp 
ecting the right of fnee 
dom, independence, nat 
lonal sovereignty, terri- 
torial integrity and nor^ 
interference in the inter- 
i»al affsiis of each uther 

55— To stiengvlien te 
lations with the Confer 
ence of Islamic Countr 
ies and to resume th^ 
membership of the Re 
public of Atghaiiistan ii 
the conference. 

56— To ensure undev 
iated respect to tine prin 
ciples and norms of UN 
charter, ebservation ol 
the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and 
enhancing the roie of 
UNO in the international 
relations. 

57— To enhance the 
role and credibility of 
the Re^public of Afghan- 
istBtt atnotig Mantic 
Countries. mm-alagned 
movement and peace mo- 
vements of the interaatt- 
ional organisations and 
to ensure relations with 



national, regional and 
international fronts for 
peace, detente and sett- 
lement of differences th- 
rough negotiations. 

§8— To defend the in- 
ternational aspects of the 
reconciliation policy in 
the national unity tow- 
ards full implementation 
of the Geneva aceords 
on AigharMstan. 



. 59 — To support and pr- 
otect of those peoples 
aYid nations under opi>- 
ression who struggle for 
the e»u»e of freedom, nat- 
ional independence, the- 
ir homeland and dest'ny. 

60^ To attract the ass- 
istance and cooperation 
of all countries and in- 
ternational organisations 
for the rehabiiitdtion, gr- 
owth and exapansion of 



their country's economy 
in conformity with the 
national interests. 

61— To advocate ' 5^ 
new policy of eliminat- 
ion of nuclear and chem- 
ical weapons, disarmam- 
ent dissolution and rem- 
oval of blocs and mili- 
tary bases from the soil 
and territories of others. 



President apprares 
law amendments 



KABUL, JUNE 24, (BIA) 
^rMdnit HajibuHah 
has approved in a dec- 
ree, the resolution of the 
National Assembly da- 
ted 28, I, 1369 H6 with 
the Mlowing text': 

Based on article 75 (2) 
of the Constitution of 
the Repit^ ^ Af^anis. 
tan, I approve the res- 
olution of the National 
Assembly dated 28, 1, 
136» HS on the legislati- 
ve decree No. 22, dated 
28, 10. 1367 of the CouncU 
of MinistetB concerning 
the law on the mUituy 
services: 

Acttele 1: 

Para four sboiUd be 
added to article 9 with 
the following content: 

Those who axe the ear- 
ning members of their 
lacidliti and ife tuder 



recruitment should be 
moMtized to the armed 
forces in th«^ WfM mnt- 
ial areas. 

In case this catagory of 
soldiers are passing their 
military obligation, they 
should be paid the salary 
of the reserved services. If 
they are undergoing sec- 
ond call terms, they sh- 
ould be paid the salary of 
the eate9»i7 <^ wlttntew 
ers. 

Article 10 (1) should be 
amended as follows: 

The pause between the 
military obligation and 
the reserwd services has 
to be three years. 

Article S: 

First part of Artide 44 
(1) ^ould be <»nitted. 



Article 4: 

The Third part of arti- 
cle 43-shoaM ht ^ i m t n i t i A 
as follows: 

2— The only bread wi- 
nners of the families axe 
those who are ineludad ia 
part 6. artide 41 of 
law. 

Article S: 
Part 6 of tftide 41 (1) 
will remain in its status 

que. 

AirticleC: 

The decree is to be sent 
to the ministry of justice 
to be pubUM in t)w 
offidal gazatte. 



t - 
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CHnaniQLQi?/ 



6/1 - AFGHANews (Jamiat) - The Kabul 
regime is the 2nd major recipient of 
arms in Asia, according to the Stock- 
holm Int'l Peace Research Inst. (India 
is the largest.) 

- The UN refugee repatriation plan is 
facing problems because of Kabul's 
military actions in Kunar, Logar & 
Paktia. The UN has begun putting 




counterfoil stickers in refugee pass- 
books. When the refugees decide to go 
home, the UN will purchase those pass- 
books. (See related articles on p. 12,13) 

6/18 - KT - ROA Prime Minister Khaliq- 
yar assured a visiting Soviet dele- 
gation that his gov't would do its best 
to secure the release of Soviet POWs 
detained by the "armed groups of op- 
position brothers." 

6/24 - NYT - In an article S>a Central 

Asia, Barbara Crossette writes: 

Not all the interest in Centr&l Asia ijs benign or 
cultural. William Maley of the Australian De- 
fense Force Academy, who has toured the Paki- 
stan-Afghanistan border area, says some Paki- 
stani generals would like to extend, their strate- 
gic borders into Soviet territory through Afghani- 
stan. For this reason, some Pakistanis were pur- 
suing secondary aims in the Afghan war, hoping 
to weaken the Soviet underbelly. And thoughts of 
a new community of interests unsettle India, 
which fears it may one day confront a bloc of con- 
servative Islamic lands from its western borders 
to the horizons of Europe. 

- LAT - US & Soviet experts will meet 
in the next few weeks to try to resolve 
their remaining differences over Af- 
ghanistan. 



6/26 - gossipy telephone call - A Soviet 
former KGB man told a former US security 
man that Soviet aid to Afghanistan from 
January to September last year amounted 
to 6.5 billion rubles. 

6/27 - KT - This year, 3,261 Afghans went 
to Jeddah via Ariana Afghan Airlines. First- 
time pilgrims received a gov't subsidy of 
Afs. 200,000; repeaters only got Afs. 100,000. 

7/1 - AFGHANews - The 9 Iran-based muja- 
hideen parties have merged into the Hezb- 
e-Wahdat-i-Islami (Islamic Unity Party) , it 
was announced in Tehran on 6/16. Abdul Ali 
Mazari is the spokesman for the new party 
(see p. 14) . 

- The French Embassy in Kabul reopened 6/17; 
however, only the Consular section is func- 
tioning. (Italy reopened its embassy on 7/19.) 

7/7 - PT - Special flights from Saudi 
Arabia will bring 250,000 kgs of sacrificial 
meat for Afghan refugees for Eid-ul Adha. 

- KT - Sultan Ali Keshtmand, ROA V.P., left 
for Moscow for medical treatment. Moh'd 
Aref Sakhra was named ROA Ambassador to 
Czechoslovakia . 

7/9 - KT - Nezamuddin Tahzib was relieved 
of his post of Chief Justice of Afghanistan. 

7/10 - PT - An ROA offensive against muja- 
hideen has been underway northwest of 
Kabul for the past 3 months. 

7/12 - KT - The GDR gave Bakhtar News Agency 
a supply of photographic equipment & film. 

- PT - Gulbuddin reiterated his pledge that 
the mujahideen will foil the designs of the 
superpowers to impose a gov't of their choice 
on Afghanistan. He said the Mujahideen could 
consider a gov't formed by those Afghans who 
are true Muslims, never sided with the 
former Afghan gov'ts, stood beside the com- 
miiftists ^or .fled to the West. 

HI.KMATTAR FOP. - \ 




7/13 - PT - Two mujahideen were killed 
in Peshawar & 7 others injured in an at- 
tack on a refugee camp by unknown per- 
sons. Sayed Jaafar, a 42-year-old Ja- 
miat cdr. active in Jauzjan was one of 
those killed. He had 7 children. 

7/14 - KT - Shairjan Mazdooyar was named 
ROA Ambassador to Hungary. 

- PT - Since 1980 the ICRC has received 
$16%m from US PVOs & $24m in direct US 
support; total US humanitarian assistance 
to Afghanistan was ca. $ 1000m. In 1990, 
the US will give the ICRC about $li^ & 
nearly $3hm to PVOs. 

7/15 - AFGHANews - A group of Afghan scho- 
lars met in Peshawar last month & proposed 
the formation of a new political system 
(see p. 14 ) . 

- Temperatures in Kabul hit 98.6° on 6/24. 
The record high, 99.8°, was set 10 years 
ago. 

- NYT - The Soviets floated a new peace 
proposal: 

The Soviet proposal, a modification t enjoying the benefits of incumoency 
of an earlier American plan for Afghan I during the election campaign. But the 
elections, was first floated last month election commission, which would have 
10 American officials at the United Na- . real authority, would include repre- 
tions by the Soviet Ambassador there, i sentatives of his ruling party. 
Yuli M. Vorontsov. Since then Washing- . * w 

ton has been ^..ng to determine 



7/16 - WSJ - Congress is getting impatient 
with the costly Afghan war (see p. 8 ). 

7/18 - Afghan Networker - Meanwhile, Zaher 

&hah . Currently, the Saudi Government grants 



A source close to the U.S. Congress said 
that Congress might give Zaher Shah about 
$15 million, so that he can have a more 
effective role in the formation of a repre- 
seniativc government. A source close to 
the former King told the "Afghan Net- 
worker "that any such funding should be 
channeled through the United Nations. 



the former King about $80,000 a month. 
The Saudis once threatened to cut off the 

0 

grant if the King did not recognize the 
current Afghan Interim Government. He 
declined to comply. The Iranians then 
offered economic assistance to the former 
King instead. But he did not accept the 
offer. 



whether Mr. Vorontsov' s ideas are now 
Moscow's formal negotiating position. 



In February, when Mr. Baker visitea 
Moscow, he proposed what he called a 
phased transition. In the first phase. 
Mr NajibuUah would remain in office 
and the American-backed Afghanistan 
interim government, the guerrilla gov- 
ernment in exile based in Pakistan, 
would hold a consultative assembly to 
broaden its base to encompass all 
resistance factions. 

At the second stage, NajibuUah loyal- 
ists, but not Mr. NajibuUah himself, 
would negotiate with the Ruerrilla or- 
I ganization on arrangements for an in- 
ternationally supervised election and 
agree on a neutral figure to control the 
Government during the campaign. In 
the third stage. President NajibuUah 
would resign, but could run for office 
against the rebel movement's candi- 
dates. The Soviet Union, while accept- 
ing in principle the notion of a transi- 
tion toward free elections, rejected this 
restricted role for Mr. NajibuUah. 

But in June, a few days after the 
summit meeting between President 
Bush and President MikhaU S. Gorba- 
chev, Mr. Vorontsov, a former Soviet 
Ambassador to Kabul, suggested a 

variation of the latest American pro- 
posal. Administration officials said. 

President NajibuUah, he suggested, 
i would retain symbolic power as Presi- 
I dent before and during an election pro- 
cess, but he would hand over the real 
levers of power — control of the armed 
forces, the intelligence agencies and 
the state-run press organizations — to 
a broad-based election commission 
that would actually run the elections. 

Mr. Vorontsov seemed to suggest, 
American officials said, that Mr. Naji- 
buUah would remain President without 



Even if Moscow confirms that it is 
ready for such a compromise, much 
more negotiation would still be re- 
quired. The rebels are consumed with 
internecine fighting, and it would re- 
quire a major American effort to set 

them to work together on an election 
commission, an official said. 

In addition, a solution that gives 
President NajibuUah even a symbolic 
role in the transition would likely be re- 
jected by at least half the resistance 
movement. Moscow's ability to insure 
Mr. NajibuUah's acceptance of such a 
plan is also not a forgone conclusion. 

Finally, many questions would have 
to be ironed out regarding how the elec- 
tion commission would be assembled, 
how a cease-fire would be organized, 

bow a cutoff of Soviet and American 
arms shipments into Afghanistan 
would be carried out and how the 
United Nations and the Islamic Confer- 
ence Organization would oversee the 
iiections. 

The roughly $300 million a month the 
Soviet Union is spending to mainuin 
the NajibuUah Government and Mos- 
cow's increasing desire to put the Af- 
ghan conflict behind it to improve rela- 
tions with both the Islamic world and 
Washington appear to be affecting the 
Kremlin's stand, though exactly how 
much remains uncertain. 



(See 



7/23) 




However, in a related development, the US envoy to the Afghan 
Resisiece in Peshawar Mr. Peter Tompson met with the former 
^ Monarch; according to the Washington Times Ouly 16. 1990). He 

r?v^ J|^««'*»«'n to play a leading role in the Afghan Rcsistence. HicUS 
>7jc>^^ Government has increasingly been frustrated with the resistance 

J u " °" ^^^^ ^ fighUng 

r ^ Government. The move to meet with the King might 

\ ^ / "Jso have been prompted by strong disaproval by leading congrcs- 
^'"JL swnal leaden of the administration policy toward Afghanistan: 

7/23 - SCMP - Najib has some ideas: 



KABUL: Afghanistan's 
President, Mr NajibuUah, 
yesterday offered to condi- 
tionally transfer certain state 
powers to a joint commis- 
sion that would wind down 
the country's civil war and 
said any other formula 
would lead to more blood- 
shed. 

The proposed com- 
mission would include the 
Afghan resistance or 
Mujahedeen guerilla fac- 
tions and the Kabul Govern- 
ment, Mr NajibuUah said. 
He added that the two sides 
could pool their military 
forces to ensure peace, 
i "Certain powers" of the 
powerful defence and the in- 
terior ministries would be 
transferred to the joint com- 
mission. 

The president said his 
plan for United Nations-su- 



pervised nationwide elec- 
tions under the joint com- 
mission was the only 
solution to the 12-year-old 
civil war, which has claimed 
more than one million lives. 

"Any other formula will 
lead to a bloodbath and 
anarchy," Mr NajibuUah 
said. 



"The suggestion that we 
should step aside is like 
throwing government power 
in the air and asking any- 
body to catch whatever they 
can," he said. • f 

"If we give up there will 
be new problems, more dif- 
ficulties and bigger hurdles. 
There will be a bloodbath 
and anarchy," he said. 

He said those joining his 
proposed commission 
should take decisions 
through consensus, adding 
that those decisions should 
be binding on all. 



7/27- PT - A joint UN-Paksitan repatri- 
ation plan for Afghan refugees will be- 
gin tomorrow. "Pakistan is not pushing 
anybody out, but at the same time, the 
refugees are not to be kept by force," 
say Pakistani officials (see p. 12,. 13). 

8/1 - AFGHANews - Abdul Majid Sarbeland, 
a Khalqi, was appointed Governor of 
Kandahar. Juma Asek is the military 
cdr. of the province. 



From an article in the 
NYT on 7/30 about a 
new magazine to be 

edited by Gloria Steinem ?^^"^»f he said, the Soviet women 

, . , -IT , , iportrayed on the cover were 

which will have no ads: ivearing makeup . 



Ws. Steinem teUs how a cover aiti- 
iwL^ii'^^.'"^" ^ Afghanistan in 1980 
^pt Ms. from getting a long-term ad- 

^l^f^^ .^r'L^^' ^^^^^^ Inc. 



noc 



4 



Crossette 



writes 



8/2 - NYT - Barbara 
that attention in Islamabad "is ri- 
veted on the sudden & mysterious trip 
%o Moscow" by Najibullah, 

- LAT - Najiliull#Ji is va^t:teiiBg Im 
the Crimea. Abdul MsdM Latif , the 
ROA Deputy V.P. is holding the fort 
in Kabul. (See p. 9 ). In the 
meetings between Baker & Shevardnadze 
in Irkutsk, no breakthrough on Af- 
ghanistan was reached. 

- BIA - An Indian parliamentary dele- 
gation, visiting Kabul, assured Af- 
ghani8taai^'«^r^ ttitm^-if^lft'' ■^■'^**alX 
its available ineans for thr'¥ilill-^;' ' ■ 
zation of the policy of nat'l recdii- 
ciliat4^n in tjp ROA." ^ 

8/3 - BIA - Based on a protocol be- 
tween the ROA & Tadzhikistan, 60 
children from Kunduz left yesterday 
to "enjoy recreational,, || 
the Tadzhik Republic. 

8/5 - Hartford Courant - From a 
travel, adi-isory: 

Becaule of the unsettled political 
climate in Afghanistan, security in 
the Afghan refugee camps near Pe- 
shawar has deteriorated, with in- 
creased threats of violence against 
foreign-aid workers. Police protec- 
tion is also limited in the smuggler's 
bazaar in the Hayattabad district of 
Peshawar. Be especially cautiuws U 
contemplating a visit there. _ . . 

8/7 - NYT - Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto was 
dismissed by Pakistan's 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
yesterday. Ghulam Mustafa 
Jatoi was named Prime Minis- 
ter. 



Bhutto blamed 
on her ouster. 



8/8 - NYT - 
the army 

Ms. Bhutto satd she had tried to coex- 
ist with the military, which she said 
"had made every effort to subvert my 
Government" 

"They asked to kx)k after Afghani- 
stan," she said. "I'm not very happy 
with the way they were handling it, but 

liberties." • • «. % 

; Ms.. Bhutto's ouster by Presidoit 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan with the support of 
the ^rmy is viewed by some soiior Ad- 
ministration off iciials with^larm. • 

One ranking State Department offi- 
cial warned that the strengthening of 
the armed forces' influence would rein- 
force the Mistan^wsed Afghan guer- 
rillas, «^ are expocied to restet an ar-, 




8/8 - BIA - The UN expects :i5®» 000 refugees 
to return to the ROA in the next 3 months. 
Each returnee will receive $135 & some 
wheat. (See pps. 12, 13). 

8/9 - NYT - Zia ul-Haq's son plans to 

run for parliament in Pakistan. In his 
campaign, he will 
condemn weakening 
support for the 
Afghan resistance? 

8/12 - NYT - 
Barbara Cross- 
ette writes; 
"the Pakistani 
military & 
import ant^tf^ii^- 
to-day conduct of 
the Afghan war - 
the Inter Services 
Intelligence 
Agency, would like 
to see the Afghan 

guerrillas fight Agence France-Prase 

thair way to p^t'- in Kabul. Ms. Bhutto 
appeared t^H^i^^'^t^^ broader-based 
gov ' t installed by diplomacy . Her policy , 
however, was not always clear. Lately, as 
Washington & Moscow moved toward agreement 
on Kabul's future, her gov't seemed to ha!^ 
no policy at all. 

8/13 - NYT - From an article on renovatj,^.. 
the CIA by Angelo Codevilla, a fell^ipf fct 
the Hoover Institution: 




Ms. Bhutto called the move "ille- 
gal and unconstitutionaL" 

rangement bemg negotiated between 
Washington and Moscow to hold elec- 
tions in Af ^anistan and end the f i^t- 
hig there. ^ 
The State Department official also 
noted that the dismissal of Ms. Bhutto 
could increase rMtt^UKe in Cm^getm 
to the Administration's $600-miUion- 
, a-year aid program to Palcistao. 



Nearly all CiA. agenu abroad are 
unspeciaUzed and underqimlified bu- 
reaucrats hi the aIl-to&«b^rtoiis cloth- 
ing of American civil servants. They 
don't speak foreign languages; in one 
recent surv^» mly 20 percent of the 
CIA. officers to hlms^ Ct|y ^Mike 
Spanish. 

They know little if anything — eco- 
nomic, military, political and scien- 
tific — about their subject countries. 
Working out of embassies and never 
having dcme anything but office work, 
their contacts do not extend far be- 
I ^ > ypiKi the cocktail p arty. - 

As a consequence, newiTreporters 
) often provide the public far better re- 
porting cm, say, Soviet politics than 
the U.S. Government can get through 
clandestine channels. Olivier Roy of 
Le Monde beat the entire CIA. fm 

*«tM>gM*>nf Afahanlatttn fnr ii — u rn 



•in 



8/13 - BIA - Moh'd Anwar Shams, ROA Min. 
of Higher & Vocational Education, said 
that the Afghan war has "tremendously 
undermined the foundations of education 
& compelled the talented youth instead 
of acquiring knowledge to take arms." 
His ministry is determined to raise the 
educational level of students & hopes to 
resume affiliations with higher educa- 
tional institutions in foreign countries. 
Professors who, "for various reasons," 
have left the country, should be at- 
tracted to return home to assist the 
gov't in training & educating the 
students. (See 8/14) 

- The new law on political parties 

was approved by the Constitutional Coun- 
cil. Parties must be registered in ac- 
cordance with the new law & are ob- 
ligated to "observe & respect the 
sacred religion of Islam, nat'l, 
historical & cultural traditions of the 
country." The law will become ef- 
fective after its ratification by the 
President. 

- At the recent meeting of the joint 
Soviet-Afghan economic cooperation 
commission, the Soviets agreed to de- 
liver 100,000 tons of wheat & 50,000 
tons of petroleum products to the 
ROA during 1990. 

- The party paper. Pay am , called Gul- 
buddin the biggest narcotics pro- 
ducer. The paper claims that the opium 
yields in He'lmand ^his year will be 

800 tons, :> times greater than last 
year's crop. 

8/14 - BIA - Sulaiman Laeq opened a 
meeting in Kabul yesterday to explain 
the decisions & resolutions of the 2nd 
Watan (Homeland) Party Congress. Laeq 
is Vice-chairman of the Party which 
was formerly known as the PDPA. 

- The draft of a new educational policy 
responsive to present & future demands 
of the society & "aimed for the reali- 
zation of the nat'l reconciliation policy" 
has been prepared. 

8/19 - NYT - Tom Yates, head of the Int'l 
Rescue Committee's Peshawar office, left 
Peshawar after receiving death threats 
accusing him of "wearing shorts & fre- 
quenting video shops in violation of Is- 
lamic tradition." (See article on p*ll. ) 



THE FORUM TALKS TO Con't from p. 2 

He feels that Afghanistan must be neutral 
& demilitarized. If this becomes the 
case, then Afghanistan can be perceived 
as no threat to Pakistan, Iran, China 
or to the Soviet Union. 

We left with visions of all those landless 
peasants setting fire to their Kalashni- 
kovs. 



[Bio #1 is from a publication for UN 
personnel; #2 is from "Afghanistan's Two- 
Party Communism, Parcham & Khalq" by 
Anthony Arnold, Hoover Inst. Press, 1983, 
p. 182.] 

Nopr Admod Noor, the new Permanent Representative 
of Afghanistan, presented his credentials to Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cueilar 1 1 August 1989. Mr. Noor 
has served as his country's Ambassador to Poland since 
1988, and from 1981 to 1987 was Vice President of 
Afghanistan s Revolutionary Council. After joining his 
Governments Foreign Ministiy in 1961, he served as a 
member of Parliament from 1965 to 1969. From 1966 he 
held a number of positions in the People's Democratic Party 
of Afghanistan. He served for a period from 1978 as his 
country's Minister of Interior Affairs and as Ambassador 
to the United States. Born on 24 July 1 937, Mr. Noor received 
a Bachelors degree in 1961 in law and political science 
from Kabul University. He is married has four children. 

Nur Ahmad Nur. Bom in 1937 in Kandahar, he studied at Habibia High School in 
^ Kabul and earned a B .A. in international relations from Kabul University in 1%1 
before joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He claims membership in the 
PDPA even before its founding congress, was elected an alternate member of the 
Central Committee in the summer of 1966, and by the spring of 1967 was a full 
member. He sided with Babrak in the split, however, resigned from the commit- 
tee, and joined Parcham. In the 1965 eleaions to the National Assembly, he was 
one of three PDPA members to win a seat in the lower house. He served until 
1%9, when he was defeated for re-election and thereafter had no government job 
until 1978. He remained aaive in the PDPA and. after the 1977 Parcham-Khalq 
reconciliation, was a member of the Central Committee's Politburo and Secretar- 
iat. He was named minister of intenor and member of the Revolutionary Council 
in Taraki's government, but was soon sent into ambassadorial exile and then 
expelled from party and sute positions for anti-Khalqi plotting. Under Babrak's 
government he has no mmistenal post, but is again a member of the Politburo and 
Secretariat, as well as being on the Revolutionary Coundl's Presidium. 



8/23 - NYT - Tass reported that Najib- 
ullah met Gorbachev today and discussed 
the problems their nations face. 

8/26 - NYT - Najibullah returned to 
Kabul yesterday, hours after rockets 
hit the capital, killing 9 people & 
injuring 15. 



Truit irv Qfoi, 
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the Caravans S^ R<^ 



By JOHN F.BURNS 
Spa^ to flw New York Ttanes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — In a coun- 
ty destroyed by war, there are al- 
ways melancholy virtosB to recall how 
things were before the bombs and the 
rockets started falling. But there are 
still glimpses of the magnificent 
things that stir an Afghan's heart, 
and one of these can be seen as the 
OHmtry's nomads begin their spring 
migration from their lowland winter 
pastures into the cooling altitudes of 
the Hindu Kush. 

•Outside Kabul every May there are 
scenes familiar to anyrnie vtimse first 
knowledge of the Afghans came from 
James A. Michener's "Caravans," a 
saga based on novelist's forays 
hei^inl955. 

Written when American official in- 
terest in the country was being 
roused by its strategic position as a 
neighbor of the Soviet Union, the 
Mich«ier book offered a colorful in- 
troductiim to Afghanistan's rugged 
mysteries, among them the age<ild 
traditions of the penile Imown as ko- 
chis, or nomads. 

The tale of the kochis in war is one 
of persistence, of clinging to a life 
that has changed little since Marco 
P(Ao crossed what is now nor^em Af- 
ghanistan widi the nonaadsml^ wsy 
to C3iina 700 years ago. ^ 

Mlgratlm Goes On 

Despite the land mines sown across 
their trails, de^ite crossfire between 
Kabul Government forces and the 
Muslim guerrillas, despite the press- 
ganging of their youths into the fight- 
ing, deq)ite incessant tolls of animals 
and cash exacted as they cross the 
battlefronts, the kochis amtimie to' 
m^rate with the seasons. 

A year ago, a reporter's first 
^mpse of a kochi caravan came 
from one of the Kabul forces' helicc^ 
ters. Flying dirt-low across the razor- 
back ridges that climb eastward 
from Kabul toward the old winter 
capital of Jalalabad, the helicopter 
I bucked back and forth, dodging guer- 
j rilla fire that had made the main road 
I betwe«i the two cities impassable. 

But off to the side of a valley, on a 
trail reaching lUce a thread to the 
horizon, was a caravan of cameU, 
sheep and goats, herded by men on 
horseback, with women and dittcbren 
marching alcxig behind. 

This spring, with the Jalalabad bat- 
tle reduced to ^skirmishes, kochis 
have been reaching Kabul in the larg- 
est numbers seen bi 12 years of figlit- 
ing. After resting a few days and 
trading wool, meat and dairy prod- 
ucts in Kabul's bazaars, th^ resume 
their journey to the northwest, to- 
ward pastures that rise as hi^ as 
10,000 feet on the flanks of the Hindu 
Kush. 

When Mr. Midiener wrote; off iciid 
estimates put the number of A^^um j 

nomads at two milUon to three^mil- 
aon, a fifth of the country's popula- 
22L*?*TJ*"ys. the Government 
estimate is down to \£ mimon, and. 
cveathatmaybeanexaggeratiOD. '.iiU 



With raie to every three Afgharo 
living in exile in Pakistan or Iran, and 
at l^t a million others dead from 

fered grievously. Many now remain 
in Pakistan. But others are undaunt- 
ed, trekking through war zones along 
routes that took their ancestors to 
summer respites as far north as the 
Oxus river, now, as the Amu-Darya, 
the border between Afghanistan and 
the Soviet Union, and as far east in 
winter as the Jhehim River in the 
flatlands of the Punjab. 

, Nomad 's l^jte for Him 

For men like Abdul Massel, met as 
he returned from bathing m the 
muddy voters of the Kabul River, 
tliere are enduring certainties in life, 
and one of them is that there will al- 
ways be men mtftm^ nim^0m0B 
way. 

''This may lock like a hard life to 
you, but it seems like an easy one to 
us, compared to ^t," Mr. Massel 
said, gestoring toward l^ wmm <tf 
mud-walled homes in the distance 
that marked the outskirts of Kabul. 

After a quick reckoning with his 
cousin, Sharif Khan, like himself lux- 
uriantly bearded and attired in a tur- 
ban with the flowing tail that Afghans 
know as a lunghi, the 35-year-old 
nomad estimated he had earned the 
equivalent of about $2,000 in 1989 
tmm sales of animal products, and 
saved about $600. a fortime by Afghan 
Handards. 



r" 



Beaming, he added: "We were 
bom as kochis, myselt my father, 
and his father before him, into distant 
times. We will die as kochis. too." 



AHerderlsKiUed 



At mention of the war, the men's 
brows furrowed. The day before, .ko- 
chis traveling ahead of them had 
stumbled into a minefield and r22- 
year-old herder had been kiUed. 

The incident was doubly painful for 
'the kochis, who lived for centuries by 
a fierce eye-f or-an-eye code, but con- 
cern not to become embroiled in the 
war has caused them to abandon the 
old bolt-action rifles 
principal weapons. -^^w*, 

It was left to Mr. Massel's IS-year- 
old nephew, AbduUah, whose own fa- 
ther was killed in crossfire three 
years ago. to mi «p flie fwinilt 
feelings. 

"The war is not our business,'* ht 
said. "We are herders, and do not in- 
terfere in anybody's else's business If 



back, the 
Inlentatiaoal Day of Mti*- 
•OBM-WM celebrated ia 
the ooupitiQr. Our .repovt* 
ir : iUfK vooduoted an in- 
terview with Najibvdlah 
R)p«d, Vice- President of 
0^ department for nxuee- 
«iwl ifesenratioii of 



RELICS REMOVED ? KT 6/17 



Unfortunately, this vahi- 
ahle site has also been la- 
undered ae a reault of '&e 
imposed protcacl^d war 
on our people.' ' 

The art pieces you men- 
tioned above were the 
most vaXuable historical 
relics of the Bhuddic pe- 
riod which was Obtained 
in the seventh tenn of 
excavations from the Ha- 
dda site. 

According to Dr. Zam- 
aryalai Tarzi, the former 
crhainnan of the Archae- 
ological Institute tit Afg- 
hanistan, this relics bel- 
onged to the immovable 
Hadda Museum. It siiuld 
be pointed out with regr- 
et, that this unique histo- 
rical relic has been plun- 
dered from the Sarajul- 
jBmarat preservation site 
and is now aippearing in 
the US museum. 



Q: It Is Mid tlwt an art 
relic tnm tbe Hadda 
of Jalalabad has been 
stolen and is currently 
displayed at the llletn>p»- 
Utaa MhMeuBi at im WSA. 
Would you shed^iyM w 
this? 

A: The Hadda is locat- 
ed nine kilometres far 
from the Jalalabad cifty. 
It IS dhe of the important 
ancient historical sites of 
the country. This place it 
of utmost historical imp- 
ortance as it possesses the 
most precious and unique 
historical relics, statues 
from the Bt2ddh:c period. 




He paused, and added: '^•nr V It It 
our opinion that you want, we bebeve 
ttiat it is not a good business for one 



they don't hiterfere in ours. As for Muslim brother to^JcUltog another, 
ourselves, we are afraW of neither Where is the mercy in that?'^ .^-^ 
sokliers nor the mujahedeen. We * 

^^^^ „ ^ ,, NBW YORK TIMES MAY 23. 1990 
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Congress Shows Growing Discomfort Over Role 
Of the U.S. in Costly and Violent Afghan War 




President Najibullah 



By David Rogeks 

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Jolunal 

WASHINGTON-Congress, after a dec- 
ade of almost unquestioning support, is 
showing increased discomfort with the 
high cost-and resulting violence-of the 
continued U.S. role in the war in Afghani- 
stan. 

"I don't want to pull the rug out from 
under the administration, but I have a 
growing impatience 
with the pace of the 
diplomatic initia- 
tive, " says Senate 
Intelligence Com- 
mittee Chairman 
David Boren (D., 
Okla.). -We're fast 
approaching a time 
when we must have 
a much more full- 
scale re\1ew of pol- 
icy decisions." 

"It might be bet- 
ter if we had a more 
open debate," says 
House Speaker Thomas Foley (D., Wash. ). 
"I would like to see a reduction in the level 
of violence." 

Secretary of State James Baker has 
sought to elevate talks between U.S. and 
Soviet experts, but for months the adminis- 
tration has chased the elusive goal of de- 
fining an acceptable fate for the Kabul 
government's Soviet-backed President Na- 
jibullah. Most recently, hopes were raised 
when the new Soviet ambassador to the 
United Nations, Yuli Vorontsov, signaled 
the chance of a much reduced role for Mr. 
Najibullah, according to officials. Mr. 
Vorontsov s comments came in a June 
meeting with America's U.N. ambassador, 
Thomas Pickering, but questions remain 
whether the Soviet diplomat, who once 

served in Kabul, was speaking for Moscow 
or only for himself. 

Covert funding for the war comes from 
an estimated S280 million hastily approved 
by House and Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittees last fall, but the same lawmakers 
are more skeptical today. The mujahdeen 
resistance, backed by the U.S., Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia, controls the Afghan 
countryside but appears mired in a politi- 
cal and military stalemate against the So- 
viet-financed Najibullah regime, which 
holds Kabul and other major cities. Resis- 
tance claims of fighting are regarded as 
suspect by their own supporters, and 
within the U.S. intelligence community 
there is support for the judgment that mu- 
jahdeen forces could fare as weU if both 
superpowers mutually reduced aid. 

*Hard as Flint* 

"I feel just as hard as flint," says Sen- 
ate Appropriations Committee Chairman 
Robert Byrd, a powerful champion for con- 
tinuing aid. But the West Virginia Demo- 
crat says he would consider cuts if an en- 
forceable agreement could be reached with 
the Soviets to do the same. 

•My concern is we're funding tribes 
that are fighting one another," says Rep. 
John Murtha (D., Pa.), chairman of the 
House subcommittee on defense appropria- 
tions. And his Senate counterpart, Sen. 
Daniel Inouye (D., Hawaii ). recently por- 
trayed the guerrillas as a force "whose 
own unity of purpose has been shattered bv 
mtemecme strife." Of future funding, Mr. 



Iiouye says: "I'm certain we will take a 
better look at it. The administration should 
be prepared for that." 

As Sen. Inouye's comments suggest, the 
entire Afghan policy Has proceeded with 
few questions to date from Congress. Past 
pressure has come almost exclusively 
from a core group of conservatives who 
have been \*mm^ lu invest time m mc is- 
sue and are intensely supportive of the mu- 
jahdeen cause. By comparison, more mod- 
erate and often more powerful lawmakers 
have been silent, rarely challenging U.S. 
policy or even educating themselves about 
the distant war. 

A year after the Soviet \^1thdrawal, this 
tone has changed. Though no firm con- 
sensus has emerged, lawmakers question 
not only the costs of the war but the ration- 
ale for suppressing debate by keeping the 
funding secret. There is no sympathy for 
Mr. Najibullah, but members are willing to 
criticize the guerrillas and the level of ran- 
dom killing sustained by U.S. and Soviet 
assistance. 

Early Proponent 

•*I think it is time to review the policy," 
says Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Sam Nunn (D., Ga. ), and much 
the same sentiment is echoed by Sen. Bill 
Bradley iD., N.J. ) and Maine Sen. WiUiam 
Cohen, the ranking Republican on Senate 
Intelligence. "I think there are gaps in our 
knowledge," says Mr. Bradley, who was 
an early proponent of U.S. aid but has be- 
come one of the most outspoken critics in 
committee deliberations on the issue. "The 
key is the policy, and the policy has to ad 
just to changing circumstances," he says. 
"I wonder to (what) extent this has been 
seriously reviewed and looked at 
afresh." 

The dissent on Afghanistan comes as 
lawmakers are re-examining the secret 
U.S. role in wars in Cambodia and Angola. 
Sen. Boren s panel voted last month to end 
covert aid to anti-communist forces in 
Cambodia, and a secret funding request 
for U.S.-backed forces in Angola was 
trimmed back by the House intelligence 
panel this spring. Restrictions on aid to the 
mujahdeen in Afghanistan are being dis- 
cussed as well. To buy time, Mr. Baker 
has highlighted his commitment to a diplo- 
matic solution, but the secretary surprised 
some in his own State Department when he 
testified recently that the remaining differ- 
ences are "very, very narrow." 

The two sides are near agreement on 
Afghan elections to be overseen by an in- 
dependent commission, but the more cru- 
cial question has always been whether Mr. 
Najibullah will run the government while 
the campaign takes place. A former head 
of hated security forces, the Afghan leader 
is an anathema to the resistance. And for 
all his skills as a politician. Mr. Najibullah 
has yet to establish his own legitimacy or 
direction after Marxism. 

One option is for an independent com- 
mission-including respected Afghans -to 
ask Mr. Najibullah and the most radical 
mujahdeen leadership to step aside during 
the elections. The stalemate underscores 
the limits of influence for the two super- 
powers, which, after spending billions on 
opposing armies, have developed an al- 
most coUegial relationship on Afghanistan 
even as they are held captive by their con- 
flicting alliances. 



Moscow turned to Washington in May, 
for example, when it feared hea\7 rocket 
attacks by the mujahdeen in Kabul. And in 
a plea reminiscent of America 's own agony 
after Vietnam, the Soviets seek help in 
freeing their prisoners of war held by the 
guerrillas. 

Security Grounds 

In turn, the U.S. is restricted not only 
by Mr. NajibuUah's survival but Washing- 
ton's own decision to cut itself off from Ka- 
bul by withdrawing all American diplo- 
mats last year. After staying through the 
Soviet occupation, the U.S. pulled out just 
as Russian troops withdrew. And though 
the decision was justified first on security 
grounds, the State Department is fearful 
that it will only further anger the mujah- 
deen if a charge d'affaires is sent back 
now. 

With its grassy playing fields and solid 
German engineering, the U.S. compound in 
Kabul has become a symbol for manv Af- 
ghans of all the promise -and emptiness - 
of the West. Pakistan, which is directly en- 
meshed in the Afghanistan conflict, retains 
a highly respected diplomatic staff m Ka- 
bul, while thousands of miles away, ana 
lysts in Washington are reduced to asking 
returning reporters for copies of Afghan 
newspapers they can no longer get. 
Friendly diplomats express bafflement at 
the closed-door policy, and Washington suf- 
fers by appearing to have turned its back 
at the very moment when Afghans are try- 
ing to reach out to the West. 

"People are very interested in retying 
their links to Western countries," says 
Ross Mountain, a senior official with the 
growing U.N. presence in Kabul. Soviet 
supply planes land daily, but around the 
comer from a faded sign in Russian, Af- 
ghan soldiers practice their English. Pi- 
nance Minister Hamidullah Tarzi rambles 
fondly of college days in southern Missis- 
sippi. And Pepsi is coming, lured by a new 
generation of tax breaks. 

"I frankly think it would be good tn 
na.e a charge id aftaires! there, ' says 
Sen. Boren. Massachusetts Rep, Sil lo 
Conte. the ranking Republican on the 
House Appropriations Conunittee, attached 
report language to a House-passed State 
Department funding bill calling for a re- 
view of the current policy. Sen. Byrd and 
GOP conservatives defend the closed em- 
bassy as being designed to isolate Mr. Na- 
jibullah. but Rep. Henry Hyde, a strong 
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Baker, Shevardnadze; No Afghan Breakthrough 



By JIM MANN 

TIMeS STAI-F WRITI-K 

IRKUTSK, Soviet Union-Sec- 
retary of State James A. Baker 
' III and Soviet Foreign Minister 
; Eduard A. Shevardnadze conclud- 
I ed two days of talks in the Siberian 
, city of Irkutsk today by agreeing 
; on the importance of Soviet and 
American cooperation in Asia. 

"In Asia, too, the Soviet Union 
and the United States do not regard 
; each'tAlwr as adversaries," Shev- 
j ardnadzc told reporters during a 
' news conference after the talks, 
j The U.S. and Soviet officials 
j acknowledged, however, that they 
I had not achieved any break- 
I through that would lead to a settle- 
i mcnl of the civil war in Afghani- 
; Stan. 

Shevardnad'/.e said he and Baker 
■ reached agreement on the need for 
"free elections" in Afghanistan, 
but he made it clear that both 
! Soviet and American offictais must 
convince the parlies in Afghani - 
' stall of the need for an agreement. 

During the news conference, 
= Baker and Shevardnadze an- 
! nounced that the United States will 
. send a team of businessmen and 
] technical experts to Moscow. 
^_ The broad claim by the two 
officials that the Soviet Union and 
the United Stales intend lo cooper- 
ate in Asia represents a dramatic 
change from the past decade, when 
the United States aligned itself 
with China in opposition to Soviet 
positions in Asia. 

On arms control, Shevardnadze 
announced, as had been expected, 
that the Soviet Union intends to 
stop production of rail-mobile in- 
tercontinental ballistic ^Mliies at 
the beginning of 1991. 

The two men also reportedly 
discussed the time and scheduling 
for another summit meeting some- 
time near the end of this year 
between President Bush and Soui^ 
el Presktent MiMit S. G^i3id!i@»; 

Throughout the day, the secre- 
tary of stale and the Soviet 
foreign minister mixed business 
wilh pleasure as they rode a hy- 
drofoil on Lake Baikal, one of the 
, ..warW's fargest freshwater lakes, 
^ and tried a bit of fisluilf on the 
nearby Angara River. 

"I like Siberia. I like Siberia!" 
Baker exclaimed at one point as he 
wandered into a crowd that had 
gathered along Ihe waterfront to 
see the visiting VIPs. 

The two-day series of talks 
marked the 11th time that Baker 
and Shevardnadze have met since 
the beginning of this year. Their 
remarkably frequent series of 
meetings has taken them lo nine 
cities on four continents. 

The session in Irkutsk had spe- 
cial importance because it is the 
Iif9t- time the top superpower di- 
plomats have mel in Asia, where 
the Soviet Union and the United 
States have competed for influence 
for decades, but where the two 
countries are also neighboin. 



Baker was invited to Irkutsk to 
reciprocate for the U.S. -hosted su- 
perpower negotiations held last fall 
in Jackson Hole, Wyo. He and 
Shevardnadze met for their first 
session Wednesday morning in the 
sitting room of a guest house in * 
downtown Irkutsk. 

Before the talks, Shevardnadze 
made clear he expected that Af- 
ghanistan would be the top item on 
the agenda. "We have things to 
discuss about Afghanistan," he told 
reporters. "1 would noi call those 
new ideas, but we'll see." 

Shevardnadze insisted that the 
departure of Afghanistan President 
Najibullah for the Soviet Union 
earlier this week "has no relation 
to our talks." 

"He is not in Moscow, by the 
way," the foreign minister said of 
Najibullah. "He will be on vacation 
in the Soviet Union." When the 
vacation ends, Shevardnadze said, 
Najibullah will return to Afghani- 
stan. "I have no doubts about 
that— just like any of after 
vacation," he quipped. 

Soviet officials had previously 
said Najibullah was in their coun- 
try for medical care, not "tor a 
holiday. Gorbachev also left Mos- 
cow this week to vacation in the 
Crimea in the Soviet south, lo the 

Afghan leader could meet him 
there. 

In both Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Union, there was continued 
movement that could mdipate that 
a solution to the Afgharf conflict 
was in the offing. Daud Razmyar, 
the Afghan ambassador in Moscow, 
was granted an audience with So- 
viet Deputy Foreign Minister Al- 
exander M. Bclonogov to Ascuss "a 
political settlement in Afghani- 
stan," the official Soviet news 
agency Tass reported without pro- 
viding details. 

In Afghanistan, meanwhile, Ab- 
dul Rahim Hatif, the deputy vice 
president, was appointed to head 
the government in Najibullah's ab- 
sence, according to sUte-run Ra- 
dio Kabul. The ammmsment was 
a surprise for many, since such 
appointments are rarely made dur- 
ing a shorl foreign trip by Najibul- 
lah and the .selection pa.ssed up his 
second- in -commanjl. Sultan Ali 
Keshtmand. • d 

Frustrated by the Soviet inabili - 
ty to defeat the insurgents, or 
moujahedeen , Gorbachev an- 
nounced in 1988 that the Soviet 
army would withdraw from Af- 
ghanistan. The last Soviet troops 
left early last year 

At thai point, il was the Ameri- 
cans who were caught by surprise. 
Most U.S. officials believed, and 
|)ro(liclo<i publicly, thai Najibul 
iah's regwie would crumble within 
half a year or so afti?r the Soviet 
pulloul and that Ihe moujaheiinti 
would lake over the country. 



But the Bush Administraiion un- 
derestimated Najibullah's slaying 

pimw. the imptjrtance of huge 
Soviet arms .shipments lo Kabul 
and Ihe effects of debilitating feuds 
among At>,'haii guerrilla groups. 

Over the past few months, Con- 
gross has .shown signs that it is 
growing tired of supporting and 
paying for the Afghan guerrillas. 
Coven U.S. funding for the Afghan 
civil war j»*^j,ri|gortcdly amounts 
;o about $^ itiHlion a year, but 
some congressional leaders in re- 
cent weeks have talked openly 
about the need to cut the funding. 

Their own economy teetering, 
the Soviets also have a definite 
material incentive lo bring about 
an end lo the Afghan fighting. 
According lo .some Western esli 



males, the Kremlin now pays a.s 
much as $,300 million a month lo 
prop up Najibullah's government 

The aimospherc for the super 
power talks in this cool, qmet 
Siberian city was markedly differ 
cnl from that of previous meetings 
this year between Baker and Shev- 
ardnadze. At one juncture, as they 
traveled outside Irkutsk, a cow 
halted their motorcade as it drank 
from a mud puddle. 

As the h)roign ministers chatled 
in the front of Iheir hydrofoil aboin 
Siberia, Shevardnadze's 14-year 
old granddaughter, Sophie, liegsMf 
playfully arm wrestling with one of 
Baker's assistants. Caron S lohii 
.son. 

Sophie won, both left- and righl- 
handed. 
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OIC 4isG«y^s Afghan issue 

MnjiriiicleeB 



The ministerial meeting of 
Organization of Islamic Coimtries will 
be held in Cairo on July 30 to discuss 
issues facing the Mtisttm woild. 
Afghanistan is in the agenda of the 
talks of the foreign miQiaeis of the 
Idsn^ countries. 

The Afghan Interim Government 
which is a member of OIC has sent a 7- 
member delegation to the conference. 
Jut. Rabbani. the Minister <rf 
«r m ktdi the 



delegation. He left 
Islamabad for Cairo on Joly 26. 

The Mujahideen delegation will in- 
fonn the conference about the situation 
in Afghanistan and ask the ooofierence 
10 reiterate its support for the right of 
Afghans to determine their future. The 
Mujahideen delegation will ask the 
OIC meeting to put pressure on the 
Soviet Union to stop supporting the il- 
legal regime of Najibullah. 

The Mujahideen delegation will 
support the Palesinian and Kadunirii 
ttnii^for self-determinatian. ^ | 
,4FGHANews 8/1 
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